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IF WAR ,-ARE WE READY? 





aaa" 
Under a serious impression that the situation of affairs 


renders a consideration of these questions of the utmost 
importance to the people of this country, we have kept 
repeating them ever since it was announced by the of 
ficial organ at Washington, that the president had de- 
termined to insist upon our having “ALL oF OREGON, OR 


KONE.” 

We became the more a" xious in those enquiries, when 
the president in his annual message to congress, an- 
nounced to them that “all attemp's at compromise” 
(with Great Britain) “having failed,”—he now recom- 
mended that the joint occupancy of the territory be ter- 
minated as speedily as it can be done under existing ob- 
ligations, and that in the mean time preparations be 


made for oceupying the territory at the termination of | : ’ 
‘lic welfare may require. 


the year’s notice. ‘At the end of that year’s notice,” 
the message says, ‘we shall have reached a period when | 
“the national rights in Oregon must either be abandoned, | 
“or firmly maintained. ‘That they cannot be abandoned 
‘‘without a sacrifice of both national homer and interest, 
“ig too clear to admit of doub:.” 

How, in the opinion of the president, those ‘national 
rights,” above referred to, are bounded, as to Oregon, 
the message lenves no doubt about. T'he paragraph 
which follows the above, says: 

“Oregon is a part of the North American continent to 
which it is confidently affirmed, the title of the United 
Siates is the best now in existence.” * * * “The 
British proposition of compromise,” (the Columbia river, 
&c..) “ean never for a moment be entertained by the 
United States, without an abandonment of their just and 
clear territorial rights, their own self-respect, and the nae 
tional honor.” [ 

Noticing the tenor of the message, in the samme num- 
ber of the register in which it was published, we observ 
ed “on the Oregon question our worst anticipatious 
have been realized. Negotiation is abandoned. Com. 
promises have failed. Arbitration is not even alluded to, 
and would not be acceded toif proposed. The last 
hope, indeed our only hope, procrastination, is limited at 
furthest, in the president’s recommendation, to the twelve 
mouths which he .cunsiders the treaty of mutual ocen- | 
pancy binds the parties to observe. Ai the expiration 
of that period, at furthest, England must back out of | 
Oregon, or fight for it.” | 

Such was the import of the president’s annual mes- | 
sage, according to our reading. Being firmly persuaded | 
that if these recommendations should be adopted by | 
congress, and the attempt made forcibly to eject the | 
British from that part of the Oregon territory whith they | 
had so long asserted their rights to, had for 80 many | 
years partially occupi d, and had with such unanimity | 
recently and officially announced their determination to | 
“defend,” and accompanied the declaration too, with | 
the votes of Jarge apprupriatiuns for their army and na- 
vy, and which appropriations they had gone on to ex- 
pend,—believing, we say, that they were serious in nak. | 
ing these declarations, and believing further, that no 
British minister would dare to propose to a British par- 
liament an abanduniment of their claim, thus asserted, 
any more than an American statesinan would dare to 
propose an ubandonment of the portion of Oregon which 
our countrymen have occupied,—-believing iis in all 
sinceriiy, We could not but upprehend that if congress 
carried out the president’s recouimendations, a war! 
would be inevitubie, aud our anxiety was, that the coun- 
.. wag. not better prepared,—nor preparing for it. 

Ve deemed it a duty to continueincessan'ly to press the 
enquiry, “are we ready,” because we had once wimessed | 
the disasirous cunsequences of commencing a war part- 
ly unprepared, and were anxious that such another se- | 
nes of disasters and difficulties should be averted by | 
timely precaution and by due preparations. If another | 
contest was so near at hand, we well knew that no time | 
should be lost, our adversary being already fully armed. 
We had no faith in their waiting until we should prepare 
Jor their ouset. | 

Such remained to be our izpressions of the posture | 
of affairs, until the developments of the last two or three | 


as 








those who read its leading article must have perceived,) 
that the danger of a :var between the U, 
Britain on account of Oregon had nearly blown over, and 
that in a very short time that dispute would be amicably 
Sétiled. 

_ This opinion was not predicated upon any indica- 
tion of a change in the views of the president, for no- 
thing official, indicating such a change, had appeared. 
(Was predicated upon what had been said in both 

ouses of congress, by those who, we believed, had an 
opportunity of knowing, and upon what had been done, 
Cr rather, upon what had been left undone, by congress. 
In other words, we supposed jt to have been now suf- 
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SHALL WE HAVE WAR, OR PEACE? ficiently ascertained, that congress were not disposed to | the T'nited States, aaa of wien wey had the pubject 


carry out the president’s recommendations in any sucli 
way as in their judgment would erdanger the peace of 
the two countries; that a majority in that body were not 
disposed to insist upon our having “all of Oregon, or 
none,” nor to attempt an exclusive occupation to the 54° 
40’, and that,so far from considering negotiation as 
hopeless, they appeared disposed distinctly to indicate 
that negotiation ought to be resurned, with a view to an 
equitable and amicable compromise of the dispute. 

This difference of opinion between the executive and 
the legislative departments of our government, in re- 
gard to the policy of the country in its foreign relations, 
involving in all probability the question of war or 
PEACE, a8 we stated last week, presents a new and ex- 
ceedingly interesting case under our republican sys- 
tem. 

Upon the president the constitution has devolved the 
duty and responsibility of originating and conducting 





to make such recommendations to congress as the pub- 
He proceeds accordingly to 
negotiate,—ascertains that satisfactory terms cannot be 
vbtained,—apprises congress of that fact, and asks them 
or such enactments as will enable him to carry out his 
views and enforce what he considers the “clear and indis- 
putable” title of the United States to the whole premises 
in dispute. 

Congress, instead of agreeing with the president, and 
promptly enacting laws according to bis recommenda- 
tions—certainly hexitate—and appear disposed to under- 
take to “recommend” in their turn. 

Which department of the government, under such 
circumstances, is to yield—is the question now at is- 
sue. 

There has been a sensible reaction, during the week. 
Indications of WAR are supposed to be again discerni- 
ble. The president of the United States cannot, it is 
true, as the “Union” says, ‘declare war.” That power 
is reserved to congress by the constitution. But it is 
obvious that the president has it in his power almost at 
pleasure, to place the country iii such a position as to 
make war inevitable. And it is not in the power of 
cungress to compel the president to resume or originate 
negotiation. They can neither oblige him to enter into 
a treaty nor to make a peace. 

A cal] was made by the senate upon the president on 
the 17th instant, at the motion of Mr. Dayron, enquir- 
ing whether, in his judgment the condition of our fo- 
reign relations Was sucli at present, as to render it ne- 
cessary to increase the army aad navy? 


Under the circumis'ances in which this enquiry of the | 


senate found the president, it was hardly possible for 
hitn :o answer otherwise than in the affirmative, having 
a regard to consistency with the recommendations in 
his annual message. » 

His message in reply, was communicated to the sen- 
ate on the 24th, and will be found in this number—as 
also under the congressional head, the substance of re- 
marks made by senators upon the reading of the mes- 
sage. The subject has occasioned debates in both 
houses every day since this inessage was delivered, and 
it is constantly recurred to, great anxiety being express- 


‘ed on one hand to ascertain what the president has re- 


commended;—and on the part of chairmen of certain 
committees on the other part to conceal what he has re- 


' commended. 


That the president would be willing to compromise 
the dispute, by taking anything less of Oregon than to 
the 54° 40/ certainly (‘according to our reading,” agai») 
cannot be deduced from anything in his messave of 
Tuesday last, any more thav in his annual message. 


One thing is very obvious from this message, as well 
as from the daily pul-lications in the official organ,—and 
that is, that the president is exceedingly anxious that 
congress should commit themselves and tie country to 
the course recommended in the annual me ssage. It 
would be unfair to presume that lie desires them so to 
commit themselves in order that they may share with 
him in any responsibility fora deviation from that course 
—if a deviation be ultimately found expedient. He 
would hardly continue to urge upon congress to pass 
such laws, without intending to carry them into effect, 
if passed. 

And this brings us to the question. 


Will the British yield 


‘any part of it?) Will they negotiate under such an aci? 
'Or will they fight, rather than be thus backed out, in 
| spite of their declarations that they would defend what 
| they have so long held, of i? 
| That is one question,—now for serious consideration. 
Will congress yield to this repeated and urgent recom- 
'mendation of President Polk? Will they incur such a 
risk of a war with Great Britain for the sake of this dis- 
| puted portion of Orego.? Or will they rather concede to 
‘the British so much of the territory as has been offered 
‘four different times, and by four different presidents of 


negotiations, and it enjoins upon him from time to time | 


en If such laws be | 
wecks in congress, led us to the conviction, (and under | passed, and the attempt be made to enforce them, is it 
that impression we sent our last number to press, as | prubable that war will ensue? 


| for yea sand years under consideration, and was wil- 
ling to compromise the dispute upon? 
‘hat ts another question for consideration. 


If, by adopting the president’s recommendations, the 
country should be precipitated into a war with Great 
Britain for the sake of this disputed territory beyond the 
Rocky mountains,—Js the country in a suitable position 
for defence—or ready for the conflict? 

That is another question, and one which we really 
thought it was time the country should be considerng— 
at least. 

If the conutry be not in a state of preparation nor ma- 
king any preparation fur sach a conflict, and be liable to 
disgraceful reverses, until it be placed in such an ade- 
quate posture for defence—to say nothing of a capacity 
for offensive measures, are the measures for preparation 
recommended by the president, by any means adequate 
to such an exigency as a war with Great Britain? 

That is another question, and one which congress, at 
least, ought to be satisfied about. Indeed we did sup- 
pose. until we read President Pulk’s message of Tues- 
day !ast, that it was a question which the whole coun- 
try had a right to be satisfied about. ‘The president evi- 
dently thinks not. In simplicity of heart, it was, that 
we have been enguiring from time to time in relation to 
the preparations ter a war, [which the president now 
himself admits to be probable,] withont for one moment 
suspecting that we were disturbing state policy, by a re- 
ference to the topic, The presidency of the United 
States is a highly responsible station, and whoever is 
cal'ed upon to fill it, 1s entitled to a respectful share of 
public confidence and forbesrance. We not only en- 
deavor to pay that “tribu e to Cesar” in all good con- 
science, but we bc speak that others should fully award 
ALL THAT IS DUE, OF THAT MAY BE DUE. We have the 
interest of a common country, and the pride—the proper 
pride of a beloved country, to sustain, by duly sustain- 
ing its organized authorities. It is in full view of these 
obligations, that we are constrained to ask one more 
question, at this delicate juncture: 

Supposing the preparations which ii appears from the 
message of the 24th, the president has suggested, (what- 
ever they be) should prove to be adequate, have they been 
proposed in such manner as to insure, nay, we will not 
say insure their adoption, but in such a manner as to 
render their adoption at all probable? Were they made 
in a manner becoming such an occasion? 

The idea of making a state secret, of suggestions 
from the presivent for preparations for war, or the mo- 
tive for attempting to conceal such preparations or sug- 
gestions, we are utierly ata loss to conceive. We must 
endeavor to unlearn what little we had imagined was a 
part of political education be!anging to the republican 
system, in order to fathom this, the merits of a policy so 
new tous,and which we had supposed was exploded 
with what we once had of an arbitrary government. 

There are some things, we know, that ought for 
a time to be regarded and preserved as state secrets, but 
lit never Once entered our imagination. that a general 
preparation for a war, or for defending the righis of the 
country by army and navy, was legitimately one of those 
kind of state secrets, or would ever be so regarded un- 
der such a government as ours, 

I. is with absolute amazement, therefore, that we read 
in the presidents message of the 24th, and in the daily 
discussions which have since taken place in congress, 
that ithas so been, and is so considered by thoge now at 
the head of the government. If any concealment seem- 
ed to us politic on such an occasion, it should be, to con- 
_ceal if we could, how little we were either doing or pre 
paring to do, towards preparation, not to conceal what 
| we were doing, or were about todo. ‘To our mind there 
_ seemed every inducement to let the whole world know 
that something was proposed to be done, atleast, if war 
should become inevitable. Every interest would be pri- 
moted by looming iarge in that direction. ‘Confidence ig 
infused at home, and respect obtained abroad, by a 
straight-forward, open, and manly assertion of what is 
intended by the government in such a case. -Mr. Peel 
at once announced to parliament, on receiving President 
Polk’s inaugural address, that he intended to resist the 
American claim tberein asserted, by arms, and he call. 
ed for large appropriations for the army and rayy with 
that view, specifying at the time to what extent he propos- 
ed (0 increase each, and parliament prompily voted ap- 
| propriations accordingly. From that time to this, that 





‘ail of Oregon,” under an act of the American congress | government has been busily occupied hurrying on those 
States and Great | for excluding them from jurisdiction and possession of | preparations. 


| And what has been our president’s course? 

That he made the recommeudations to congress which 
| he did in his annual message, without ever hinting at any 
| adequate preparations for a war which that course was so 
likely to have to encounter, was an enigma to ue at least. 
| We believe it was so to the whole country. 

Up to Tuesday last, we remained fully under the im- 

pression ‘hat the president had made norecommenda- 
‘tion to congress to prepare for a war with Great Bri- 
‘tain. His m of that day, and the disclosures 
‘which enquiries have since then relvetantly obtained 
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from the chairmen of certain committees of congress. 
now apprise us, that the president, instead of proposing 
openly and distinctly to congress, what he deemed re- 
guisite for the occasion, had, in confidence. throuzh some 
of the chiefs of bureaus, to the chairmen of certain 
committees, made the suggestions for NATIONAL DEFENCE, 
in view of a probable war with Great Britain. 

These suggestions, it appears, were made months 2g0, 
and yet the members of the congress that were to act 
upon them, up to this duy, have not been made acquaint. 
ed with what these sugvestions were,—and upon urgent 
enquiries, they are told that trey were made in confi_ 

» and must not on any account be trusted out of 
the possession of those who have them in charge. We 
refer the reader to the debate in the house of representa- 
tives of Wednesday, which is but one of the several that 
have occurred since, to the same effect. 

If any thing could be suggested, calculated to defeat a 
Proposition for defensive measures in «ase of an impend- 
ing war, it strikes us that this course would exactly be 
that thing. If appropriations are ever to be obtained of 
the United States congress, or armies and navies voted 
into being, we are very sure it will not be through such 
a process. 

hat the president of the United States, whenever he 
apprehends that a war would probably, or could possi- 
bly follow the adoption of a cours: , *hich he Aas recom- 
mended, is bound to inform them distinctly of the fact. 
and to recommend openly to them at least.—officially— 
and RESPONSIBLY, for their consideration, such prepara- 
tions as the safety of the country may require,—there 
can be no doubt. That he has adopted a course so dif- 
ferent in this case, is to be deplored. 








FOREIGN. 





FRANCE. 

Population statistics —Taking the whole country 
there are upon an average, seven legitimate children 
for every two marriages. One half of the children 
die before they attain the age of twenty. Only one 





third of the population live to be 45, and one fourth 
only attain their 55th year. About one fourth of | 
the children born, die before they complete their | 
first year. com 

Intercourse between France and England. During | 
the first 11 months of last year the followirg number 
of persons passed between these two countries at the 
undermentioned French ports: 





Boulogne, 67,087 
Havre, 17.973 
Calais, 14,815 
Dieppe, 11,495 
111,369 

HOLLAND. 


The commerce of Amsterdam has increased in a 
very remarkable manner. In 1844, the number of 
vessels that arrived by sea was 1,842, while in 1845 
it was 2.319. All the exportations increased very : 
considera ly, especially of refined sugar, of which 
the quantity was 41.800,000 Ib. or 7,250,000 Ib. more 
than in 1844. In 1845, the importation of cotton 
chiefly from the United States, was 22,323 bales, or 
double what it was in 1844. This increase is owing 
to the vast development which the neighboring town 
of Harlem has taken as a manufaciuring place. 


HAYTI. eae 
i dates to the 6th instant are received. e 
Hayton ham amounting it is said to 50.000 men, | 
were assembled in three divisions, two of which 
were concentrated at Azua, under command of pre- 
sident Pierrot. The other division assembled at 
Port Pax, is to march by way of St. Jago, for Port- 
a~Piatte. The whole to proceed against St. Domin- 
go. Pvrerrot’s orders to the army are said to be san- 
uinary. 
. 2 AFRICA. 
Discovertes.— Death of Mungo Park.— Geographi- 
cal Society, London, Dec 23. ‘The paper read was a 
letter from Me. John Duncan, dated Cape Coast, 


Octover 4, 1845. Mr. Duncan states that though the | 


king of Ashuntee had refused him permission to pass | 
through his dominions, notwithstanding it had been 
asked by Gov. Hill, he had been able to penetrate 
into the interior by another route. Being at Whyd- 
dah, he had. ingratiated himself into the favor of 
Senhor Don Francisco de Suza, a Portuguese siave 
dealer, who has been establisiied there between forty | 
and fifty years, and whose influence with the king of | 
Dahomey was paramount. This gentleman ob- | 
tained for Mt. Dunean an invitation from the king 
to visit him, and a promise of his protection. He 
accordingly prepared suitable presents for the king 
and his cabareers, and started on the 6th June.— 
Having arrived on the 10th, he presented himself to 
the king in his life-guard uniform, and was most gra- 
ciously received. At the king’s desire he went 
through the sword exercises at gallop, which greatly 
astonished and interested the monarch, who in re- 





six thousand female troops, whose arms, accoutre- 
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ments, and performances, the traveller says, were 
truly surprising. Mr. Duncan remained at Abo 
mey, the capital of Dahomey, till the 17th, when 
the king, having had the rvad cleared for him for 
more than one hundred miles, gave him an escort of 
one hundred men, and permission to travel over atiy 
part of his dominions he pleased. Every where the 
traveller found provisions in abundance already pro- 
vided for him, and ready cooked. He describes the 
Mahee mountains as very remarkable in their ap- 
pearance, and on the summits of the perpendicular 
rocks, of which they were formed, the native towns 
are situated. The mode by which the Dahomans 
successively became masters of the towns is de- 
scribed. 

Mr. Duncan having been informed of the exist- 
ence, in the interior, of persons who could give him 
information respecting Mungo Park, proceeded to a 
large town named Adofoodia, in 13° 6’ N. 1° 4' E. 
Here was a large market with articles from the 
Mediterranean and others from Bornou. At this 
place he found a fine-looking Bornouese who spoke 
Spanish, and who told him that he had been twenty- 
one years a slave in Bahia, to the firm of Busby & 
Johnson, of Liverpool. He also met a Tripoli mer- 
chant who had been at Egga, when on the Niger ex 
pedition. Amali Fautuma, was, it appears, the prin- 
cipal cause of Park’s death. Having complained to 
the king or chief of Yaouri that Park had discharged 
him without paying him his full wages, Park was 
interrogated upon the subject, and, of course, indig- 
nantly denieu the charge, whereupon an attempt 
was made to detain the canoe which was at the time 
moored to the bank by a piece of rope. ‘Park,’ said 
Mr. Dencan’s informant, ‘cut off the hand of one of 
the people attemptieg to detain the canve;’ this was 
the commencement of the alfray which ended in 
Park’s death. The old priest, Terosso Weea, furth- 
er states, that about four years ago a white man 
from Constantinople came in search of Park’s papers; 
that he, the priest, saw the person purchase, at a 
high price, a long tin tube with large sheets of paper 
in il; but that, after the purchase, the king declared 


the poor merchant. The books, it appears, were 
Cistributed into different hands, many were cup up 
and sold as amulets, and some were carried to Bou- 
Sa, where they remained a very long time. This 
priest had been more than twenty times to Timbuc- 
too, which he described as notso large as Adofoodia, 
and famed only as a great exchange mart for goods 
in consequence of the facilities for transport afforded 
by thirty-six tributary streams which enter the Niger 
within one league of Timbuctoo. From Adofvodia, 
Mr. Duncan was obliged to return. He received, 
on his way back, the same kind attention from the 
king of Dahomey. On starting from Whyddah he 
had taken into his service a French Canadian, b; 
whom he was nearly assassinated. This wan after- 
wards died of fever, brought on by excessive drink- 
ing. The vessel from which Mr. Duncan had taken 
him was an American, which was sold to the slave 
dealers, and soon got off with a cargo of 600 slaves. 
Mir. Duncan safely returned to the coast, bringing 
with him ten fine bullocks, eleven goats, two sheep, 
five Guinea fowls, five rare ducks, eleven rare pi 
geons, and sixteen domestic fowls, ail of a very rare 
breed. These were all presents from a part of the 
country never before trodden by an European. Ox 
his arrival he received every kindness froin the cap- 
tains of H. M. cruisers, whv offered to take him on a 
cruise for the recovery of his health, somewhat af 
fected by his toils and anxieties. Capt. Lee, of the 
Jane of London, obligingly gave him a passage from 
Whyddah to Cape Coast, whence his letier is dated, 
and from whence, after some repose, he projects 
starting for Timbuctoo, and descending the Quurra 
to Rabba. 

















NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


Ephraim D. Dickson, to be register of the land of- 
fice for the district of lands subject to sale at Fay- 
etteville, in the state of Arkansas, vice James H. 
Stirman, removed. 











Thomas Mussey, collector of the customs for the | 
district of New London, Connecticut, vice Charlies | 


F. Lester, deceased. 

Charlies S. A. Davis, surveyor of the district, and 
inspector of revenue for the port of New Haven, 
Connecticut, vice Charles A. Judson, removed. 


Wilham A. Prichard, collector of the customs for 
the district of Camden, and inspector of revenue for 
the port of Elizabeth city, North Carolina, vice Geo. 
W. Charles removed. 


tec 


Christopher R. Dickson, to be deputy postmaster 
at Jackson, Missis<ippi, vice Howell Hobbs, removed, 
Alexander B. Meek, atterney of the U. States for 
the southern district of Alabama, vice George J. S, 
Walker, whose commission has expired. 


DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. 

Honolulu papers make Joud complaints of the 
utter unfitness of Mr. George Brown, whom Mr, 
Tyler appointed United States consul at Honolulu, 
He has been replaced by another who has not, at the 
latest dates, reached the Islands. 

ARMY JOURNAL. 

Promotions.— Corps of engineers. Second lieutenant 
Jeremy F. Gilmer, to be first lieutenant December 
29, 1845, vice W. H. Wright, deceased. 

Brevet second lieut. Edward B. Hunt, to be second 
lieut. December 29, 1845, vice Gilmer, promoted, 

Second regiment of dragoons. Second tieutenant 
Reuben P. Campbell, to be first lieut. November 3, 
1845, vice Ransom, dismissed. 

Third regiment of artillery. Second lieut. George 
W. Ayres, to be first lieutenant, December 20, 1845, 
vice Rankin, deceased. 

Brevet second lieutenant Isaac F. Quinby, of the 
second regiment of artillery, to be second lieutenant, 
December 20, 1845, vice Ayers, promoted. 

Seventh regiment of infantry. Major Greenleaf 
Dearborn, of the first regiment of infantry, lo be 
lieutenant colonel, November 26, 1845, vice Hoff- 
man, deceased, 

Eighth regiment of infantry. Second licut. Robert 
P. Maclay, to be first lieut. December 31, 1845, vice 
Browne, resigned. j 

Second lieut. John G. Burbank, to be first lieut. 
December 31, 1845, vice Hetzel, resigned. 

Brevet second heutenant Alfred Crozet, of the 
seventh regiment of infantry, to be second lieut. 
December 31, 1845, vice Burbank, promoted. 

Appointments. Medical department. William Ro- 
herts, of Georgia, to be assistant surgeon, December 


the price too jittle, and made a fresh demand upon | 31, 1845, vice Van Buren, resignet 


Grayson M. Prevost, of Pennsylvania, to be as 
sistant surgeon, Decemver 31, 1845, vice Buist re- 
signed. es 

Army of occupation—Advance from Corpus Christi to 
the Rio Grande. ‘Vbe first brigade under the com- 
mand of brevet brig. gen. W. J. Worth, composed 
of the battalion of artillery, commanded by lieut. 
col. Thomas Childs, and the Sth regiment of infan- 
try, commanded by lieut. col. W. G. Belknap, left 
their encampment on the morning of the 9th for their 
destination. 

The second brigade commanded by lieut. col. J. 
S. McIntosh, of the 5th regiment of infantry, under 
major T. Brown, struck their tents on the morning 
of the 10th, and took up their line of march for the 
Rio Grande. : 

The third brigade commanded by col. W. Whistler, 
composed of the 31 regiment of infantry, command- 
ed by lieut. col. E. A. Hitchcock, and the 4th in- 
fantry, commanded by lieut. col. J. Garland, were 
to take final leave of their old Corpus Christi en- 
campment, on Wednesday, the 11th instant, to join 
the main army. th 

The squadron of transports was to leave on the 
20th inst. under convey of the U.S. cutter Wood- 
bury, captain Foster, and the steamer spewaty magn 

The foliowing proclamation was published in t ’ 
Spanish language and issued to the inhabitants 0 
Rio Grande. : ma 

Head quarter's of the army of occupation, 
: Baked Christi, March 8, 1846. 

As the army ts about marching to the frontier on 
a delicate service, the commanding general wishes 
it distinctly understood, that no person not properly 
attached to it, will be permitted to accompany the 
(roops or establish themselves in their vicinity, either 
on the route or on the Rio Grande on any pretens 
whatever. It may save many individuals mpern 
expense and annoyance to be informed that rig! 
measures will be taken to enforce this regulation, 
which is deemed necessary for the interest of the 
public service. By direction of the general. 

W. W.S. Briss, ass’t. auj’t. ger 
Head quarters army of occupation, 
Delees Christi, Texas Murch 8, 1846: 

Orders, No 30. The army of occupation being 
about to take position on the left bank of the Rio 
| Grande, under the orders of the executive of the “ 
States, the commanding general deems it proper” 
express his hope that the movement will prove rh 
neficial to all concerned; and that nothing may ’ 
wanting on his part to insure so desirable @ rt 
he strictly enjoins upon his command the most pa 
pulous regard for the rights of ali persons who vid 
be found i the peaceful pursuits of their respect! 
avocations, residing on both banks of the Rio Grande 
‘No person, under avy pretense whatever, will iv & 
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interfere in any manner with the civil rights and re- ; count of participating in the Canadian troubles of | says, that Mr. Vandewater proposes to carry the 


ligious ‘privileges of the people, but will pay the 
utmost respect to both. Whatever may be required 
for the use of the army will be purchased by the 8 
per departments at the highest market price. Tne 

neral commanding is happy to say that he has en- 
tire conficence in the patriotism and discipline of the 
army under his command, and feels assured that his 
orders, as above expressed, will be strictly observ- 
ed. Z. Tarxor, brig. gen. U.S. 

“ army, commanding. 

The Mexican gen. Mejia is said to have returned 
to Matamoras on the 2d instant. The Mexican 
troops this side the Rio Grande—if any—are said to 
be under the command of Garcia, Canales and Se- 
veriego. It was reported in Galveston that gen. 
Taylor had made a requisition for more troops, but 
the report was doubted. 

Four companies of volunteers called out at New 
Orleans, by gen. Gaines, for Texas, without any or- 
ders from the war department, and without any oc- 
casion for their services, were paid $51,600 for three 
months’ service. 








NAVAL JOURNAL. 
OFFICIAL—GENERAL ORDER. 

Asa mark of respect to the memory of the late 
commodore William M. Crane, of the U. States 
navy, chief of the bureau or ordnance and hydro- 
graphy, and in recognition of his long and merito- 
rious services, the flags of the several navy yards, 
and of vessels of the navy in commission, will be 
hoisted at half-mast, and thirteen minute guns fired 
at noon on the day after the receipt of this order. 

Officers of the navy and marine corps will were 
crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

George Bancrort. 

Navy eepartment, March 19, 1846. 

The Potomac, U.S. frigate, capt. ulick, sailed 
re Hampton Roads on the 20th instant for Vera 

ruZz. 


THE RIVER AND HARBOR BILL, which has passed 
the house of representatives, and is not yet acted on 
by the senate, contains the following appropriations: 


Breakwater at Burlington, Vt. $15,000 
Breakwater at Plattsourg, N. Y. 15,000 
Steam Dredge on Lake Champlain, 9,000 
Harbos at Port Ontario, 10,000 
Harbor at Oswego, 30,000 
Improvement of Big Sodus Bay, 5,000 
linprovement of Little Sodus Bay, 5,000 
Harbor at the mouth of Gennessee river, 20,000 
Oak Orchard Harbor, 7,000 
Dredge Boat for Lake Ontario, 20,000 | 
Harbor at Buffalo, 90,000 
Harbor at Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, 15,000 
Harbor at Erie, 40,000 
Grand River harbor, 10,000 
Ashtabula harbor, 10,000 
Harbor at Cleveland, 20,000 
Harbor at Huron, 5,000 
Harbor at Sandusky city, 11,000 
River Rasin harbor, 13.000 
Dredge boat on Lake Erie, 20,000 
St. Clair flats, 40,000 
Grand River harbor, on Lake Michigan, 10,000 
Harbor at the mouth of Kalamazoo river, 10,000 
Harbor at St. Joseph, 10,000 
Harbor at Michigan city, 40,000 
Little Fort Harbor, 12,000 
Harbor at Racine, 15,000 
Harbor at Southport, 10,000 
Harbor at Milwaukie, 20,000 
Harbor at Chicago, 12,000 
A Dredge buat on Lake Michigan, 15,000 
Harbor at St. Louis, 75,000 
Breakwater at Stamford Ledge, Maine, 20,000 
Harbor at Boston, 40,000 
Works at Bridgeport, 15,000 
Harbor at Newcastle, Del. 15,000 
Harbor at Port Penn, 5,000 
Delaware Breakwater, 75,000 
Harbor at Providence, R. I. dobicind 
Harbor at Baltimore city, 20,000 
Newark Bay, N. J. 15,000 
Harbor at Havre-de-Grace, Maryland, 20,000 


Savannah harbor and naval anchorage near 
Fort Pulaski, 

Great Wood Hole Harbor, Massachusetts, 

Navigation of the Hudson, 

Ohio river above Louisville, 

Ohio river below Louisville, and of the Mis- 
Sissippi, Missouri and Arkansas rivers, 

Removing the raft of Red River, 

For harbor works heretofore constructed on 
the Atlantic evast, 


Exties From Vaw Dremav. 


50,000 

4,450 | ter general has made a contract with Charles Mor- 
75,000 | gan, for the transportation of the mails from New 
80,000 | Orleans to Galveston in a steamship, once in every 


The following per- 


1838, landed at New Bedford on the 13th inst. and | 
were immediately supplied by the liberal inhabitants 
with means which have enabled them to proceed 
thus far on their return to their home and friends.— 
Their names are Orrin W. Smith, Watertown; Leo. 
nard Delano, do. David House, do.#Joseph Thomp- 
son, do.; Nathan Whiting, Salina; Robert Marsh, 
Niagara Falls; Dewitt Fero, Canada; John Grant, 
Canada; Luther Darby, Jefferson county. These 
men have sufferred much and their tale is one of 
deep interest, and calculated to move every heart to 
sympathy. 





A NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF AMERICAN MANUFAC- 
tures. House of representatives, March 24, 1846.— 
With a view to furnish correct information in regard 
to the character, prices, and extent of American ma- 
nufactures, as well as to correct misrepresentations 


the artisans, mechanics and inanufacturers of the U. 
States to send specimens of their various productions, 
with their prices, to be compared with the British 
manufactures sent from Manchester, and now being 
exhibited in the room of the ‘committee on the post 
office and post roads,”’ to influence the action of con- 
gress in relation to the proposed modification of the | 
tariff. 
Andrew Stewart, John Strohm, 

James Thompson, John H. Ewing, 





Richard Brodhead, Jacob Erdman, 
Alexander Ramsey, Abraham McIlvaine, 
Moses McClean, John Blanchead, 
James Black, James Pollock, ° 
J. S. Yost, C. Darragh, 

, Joseph Buffington. 


TRANSPORTATION OF MAILS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND FOREIGN CouNTRIES. Among the com- 
munications received, was one from the postmaster 
general, dated the 9th inst., in reply to a resolution 
of the house, adopted on the 3d, inquiring whether 
any arrangement had been made for the transporta- 
tion of the mails between this and foreign countries 
—if so, on what terms, &c. The postmaster gene- 
ral says that he became satisfied, from investigation, 
that in the class of vessels contemplated by con- | 
gress, a semi-monthly line across the Atlantic, of| 
four steamships, costing nearly $400,000 each, would | 
be required, and that there were talent and skill in 
the country, already employed in constructing stea- 
mers, capable of being enlisted in the enterprise of | 
developing a higher state of improvement in ocean 
| steamships than had yet been exhibited, and that the 
success of the enterprise depended on placing it in 
the proper limits. In interviews with Mr. Mills, the | 
postmaster general urged on him the importance of 
touching at some point in England, and making Bre- 
men the terminus of this line on the continent. He 
was averse to this change, owing to the commercial 
relations between some of his associates and Havre, 
and proposed to extend a monthly line to Bremen in 
another vessel, for $66.000 per annum. 





ter general became satisfied that, by touching at 
Cowes, at the Isle of Wight, and making Bremen 
the terminus of the line on the continent, the pubiic 
interest, as well as the mail service, would be best 
promoted, to give him annually $400,000 for that 
service, for five vears. Mr. Mills so far yielded to 
the suggestion of the department as to agree to make 


on that subject, the undersigned respectfully invite built by the legisiature, 


Upon a) 
thorough investigation of this question, the postmas- | 


meils in steamships twice a month between Charles- 
ton and Havana, and once in two months to Chagres, 
so as to connect an overland mail across to the Isth- 
mus, with a line of sail vessels from: Panama to the 
Oregon, for which reasonable bids have been offered. 
The proposal of the former is at the rate of. $65,000 
a year, and for the latter $16,000; and by accepting 
the proposal for the service from Chagres by Panama 
and the Sandwich Islands to the mouth of the Co- 
lumbra, the bid for which is $45,000. As this re- 


quires money to be appropriated from the treasury, 


it is thought advisable by the postmaster general to 


submit the subject to the deliberation of congress. 











a | 


STATES OF THE UNION. 





Onto. .4 new state house has been. ordered to be 
The convicts of the Peni- 
tentiary are to be emploped in constructing the heavy 
part of the building. 

Banks of the state of Ohio. An official report madé 
to the legisiature, shows the condition of the state 
bank, under the © wagement of a board of control. 
Siateen branches have been formed, which are named. 
below with their condition. 


Capital (subscribed) $1,769,000 
“(paid in) 927,307 
Discounts (notes and bills) 1,777,749 


The liabilities and means of these banks, in regard 
to the public, are as follows: 





Circulation, $1,118,821 
Other liabilities, 1,108,200 
Total liabilities, $2,227,021 
IMMEDIATE MEANS. 

Gold and silver, $448,981 
Bank notes and sight checks, 403,702 
Eastern deposites, 297,182 
$1,149,865 


The following is a statement oi the circulation: 





Franklin, Columbus, $130,636 00 

Exchange, Columbus. 87,475 00 

Chillicothe, Chillicothe, 68,501 00 

Delaware, Delaware, 40.077 00 

Xenia, Xenia, 71,350 00 

Dayton, Dayton, 82,162 00 

Franklin, Cincinnati, 199,999 00 

Merchants’ and Traders, Cincinnati, 64,795 00 

| Marietta, Marietta, 8,531 00 
Jefferson, Steubenville, 50,655 00 

Akron, Akron, 7,206 00 

Summit, Cayuga Falls, 5.330 00 

| Merchants’ Cleveland, 109,700 00 
Commercial, Cleveland, 21,171 00 

Commercial, Toledo, 19,609 00 

Toledo, Toledo, 31,100 00 

| $998 341 00 

Old circulation—Xenia branch 120,480 00 





$1,118,821 00 


The population of three of the principal cities of Ohio, 
according to the census of 1840, were remarkably 
alike. Columbus had 6,048 inhabitants, Dayton 
6,067, and Cieveland 6,071. But it is the more re- 
markable that their improvement for the five years 
since that pericd, according toa census just taken, 
shows that they keep as close together as they then 





the line semi-monthly by Cowes to Bremen, reserv- 
ing to goto Havre from Cowes alternately, at the 
rate proposed by the postmaster genera! to Bremen, 
and that of his own bid to Havre, which will make 
the line cost annually $350,000. A proposition em- 
bracing these terms, it appears, was drawn up in the 
department by the postmaster general, with the guar- 
antee for the faithful performance of the service, as 
required by the act of the 3d March last. It wasex- 
ecuted in the presence of ihe postmaster of N. York; 
and the proposition was accepted by Phe department 
on the condition that the contractors should look for 
payment to an appropriation by congress. It is un- 
derstood that the contractors have already com- 
menced the building of ships in the determination to 
have at least one vessel ready for service by the first 
of January next. 

In the further execution of the law, the postmas- 


five days, and have agreed to give him for the ser- 


240,000 | vice seventy-five per cent. of the nett proceeds of 
80,000 | the office at Galveston, and of the distribution to 


Texas, to commence on the first of July next, for 


20,000 {| the term of four years. The service is now per- 


formed by Mr. Morgan on the same terms, and will 





tons liberated from a seven years captivity on ae- | On another highly important branch, Mr. Johnson 








were, each having now about 10,000 inhabitants. 
| Columbus, Ohio. Population according to the census 
| of 1845. 





| Population. with tasty 

brick. frame. 

| Ist ward 3,640 43 14 

/2d ward 1,838 17 6 

3d ward 4,538 75 26 
Total 10,016 137 46 


Total of new buildings 182, 
besides additions, barns, 
out buildings, &c. 
Population in 1840 6,048 
Increase in 5 years 3,968 
Of the present population there were of colored 

persons ; : ; ‘ : . 851 
Of the population in 1840, there were of 

colored ; : ; e ‘ - “573 
Increase in five years . : ‘ . 78 

There are in Columbus 34 dry goods stores, 47 
groceries, and 24 hotels. 

The third ward of the city, having ong, Ree 
proved in buildings and population, has recently been 
divided, and a new ward erected. Thatsection of 
the city is inhabited to a Jarge extent by Germans, 





continue till July, when the contract’ commences.—| many of whom have erected handsome buildings 
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SIR ROBERT PERL’S SPEECH, 
ON THE NEW TARIFF FPROJECT. 





The debate upon the preliminary question, wheth- 
er the house should go into committee of the whole 
upon the proposed bill, was debated for twelve 
nights, during which 48 speakers advocated free 
trade, and 55 advocated protection. The debate 
was brought to a close at 3 o’clock on the morning 
of the 23d of February. On taking the question the 
vote stood 

For Sir Robert Peel’s motion 337, against it 240. 
Majority 97. 

The house consists of 656 members. Of these 
227 liberals and 112 tories voted for the motion.—1] 
liberals and 23] tories voted aga‘nst the motion. 

There were 30 liberals and 15 tories absent—11 
liberal peers and 13 tory peers, 5 vacancies and the 
speaker, make the complement of 656. 

Nearly all the talent in the house was in favor of 
the free trade party, and the foremost amongst the 
speakers on that side were Lord John Russell, Sir 
James Grahem, Lord Morpeth, Mr. Cobden, Mr. 
Bright, Sir George Clarke, Mr. Villiers, Mr. Gould- 
burn, and Mr. Sydney Herbert. The most effective 
speaker on the other side was Mr. Disraeli. 

Sir Robert Peel arose and said—two matters had 
occupied the attention of the house; one, the manner 
in which a party should be conducted; the other, the 
measures by which the contingency of a great public 
calamity should be mitigated, and the principles by 


which the commercial policy of a great empire. 


should for the future be governed. On the first point 
the greatest part of the debate had turned; he did not 
undervalue its importance, but surely it was subor. 
dinate to the second. On the party question he had 
Jittle defence to make; he would admit at once that 
the measures he had brought forward were the very 
worst measures for party interests that vould have 
been brought forward by him. He considered it un- 
fortunate that the conduct of the measure, in so far 
as the corn laws were concerned, should have fallen 
into his hands, but that which prevented its commit- 
tal in other hands was the firm conviction under 
which ministers labored that a part of this empire 
was threatened with a great calamity. He had firmly 
believed, he still did firmly beiieve, that there is im- 
pending over the country. and that there will come 
at no remote period a calamity that they would ali 
deplore. When he was compelled to abandon the 
hope of averting the threatened danger, and of bring- 
ing the question tu a settlement, he took the earliest 
opportuvity he consistently could of tendering his re- 
signation to the queen. 

{Here sir Robert entered into an explanation of 
his views and intended course, provided Lord John 
Russel! had succeeded in forming a new ministry.— 
He then went on to say:] 

So much, therefore, for the course which I have 
pursued with respect to thuse who had been hitherto 
opposed tome. I never made any inquiry as to who 
should constitute the new government; | had no per- 
sonal wbjections of any kind. My belief was that 
this question ought to be adjusted. I was prepared 
to facilitate its adjustment by my vote, and by the 


exercise of whatever influence I could command.— | . 
; county, into the condition of one huadred and uinety | 
' 


families living in that neighborhood. In his inqut- | 


As to the party who had so long given him their sup. 
port, it was natural that they should withdraw thet 
confidence, acting as he had done, al variance watt 
the established principles on which party is usually 
conducted. But he would ask them, was it probable 
he would have sacrificed their favorable opinions and 
support unless influenced by the highest considera. 
tious of public duty. 
of his party; and he betieved there never existed a 
party influenced by more honorable and disinterested 
feelings. This testimony was due to them. But fui 


himself he wust say, Jet the consequences be what | 


they may, they would not rob him ol the couvietion 
ibat.the advice which he had given was consisient 
with all the due obligations which party could in 
08. 

“| know what wouid have conciliated temporary 
confidence. It would have been to underrate the 
danger in Ireland—to invite an united combination 
for the maimltenauce of existing law-—-1to talk about 
hoisting the flag of Protection Jor usative industry — 
(cheers and laughter)—io desist that agricultura: 
protection should bé matitaimed in all ils Integrity. 
By suct: a course | should have been sure to concil 
ate temporary coufidence; bul the mouth of May 
would nul acrive without demousirating that [bad 
thereby, abandoned my duly lo my couniry, my sov- 
erciga, and, even loparty.. (Loud cheers.) 1 bad 
an. have, the fim persu stun, that an the presen: 
tewper of public mind, the stale o: public feeling 
atid opinion with respect to the corn laws, indepep- 


{ 
He ought to know the motives | 





dently of ail adventitious circumstances, make the 
defence of those corn laws dificult enough. 

Yet I have the firmest persuasion, that if that ca- 
lamity which I foresee in Ireland should arrive, and 
if the battle had to be fought for maintaining un- 
touched the present corn law, and fur permitting a 
state of law to exist whereby a duty of 17s attaches 
to the import of foreign wheat, such a degree of odi- 
nm would have attached to the landed interest, if 
that battle had been fought, as would have done 
them the greatest injury.” What were the facts 
which came under the cognizance of the secretary 
of state for the home department? Why, that in one 
part of the empire four millions of the queen's sub- 
jects were dependent on a certain article of food for 
subsistence, and that disease had seized that article. 
The government saw, at the distance of three or four 
months, the gaunt forms of famine and disease fol- 
lowing in the train of famine. ‘1 will refer to some 
documents, if the subject is not distasteful, as it 
seemed to be when | Jast mentioned it; for you ap- 
_peared to dislike a reference to letters, and turned 
away from communications. But it is absolutely ne- 
cessary, before you come to a final decision on this 
question, that you should understand this Irish case. 
(Cheers.) You mustdo so. (Renewed cheers.) I 
cannot conciliate your confidence by any expression 
of regret for the course I have taken. So far from 
it, | declare in the face of this house, that that day 
in my public life which I look back on with the 
greatest satisfaction and pride is that Ist of Novem- 
ber last, when 1 was ready to take the responsibility 
of issuing an order in council! to open the ports, 
trusting to you for an approval of that step. (Loud 
cheers.) 


I wished then, that by the first packet which sailed | 
ij after the Ist of November the news might have gone 
| forth that the ports were open. The primary object 
‘of such a measure, of course, would have been to 
‘increa-e the supply of food and to take precautions 
|agaiist famine, although oiher coilateral advantages 
|might have flown from it. J think that the best step 
then to have taken would have been to open the 
| ports; and, supposing that our anticipations had prov- 
(ed incorrect—supposing that we had formed a false 
| estimate of this danger—I believe that the generosity 
of parliament would have protected us from hari.” 
| (Cries of **Hear, hear,” from the protection beach. 
| @S,) 

Sir Robert read letters which had been received 








by the last two mails from freland, not from official | 


ted, and which was 


ito 





days, he had opportunities not only of hearing but of 


witnessing the destruction which, had been commit. 
gaining ground rapidly. 
Dillon added, that he rt felt pl iad ott 
difficulty that must exist in procuring a sufficiency of 
good seed for the crop. Sir Robert next quoted an 
officia! return from the highest authority, embracin 
particulars from every electoral district with the , 
ception of ninety nine. The facts were—that Sin 
four electoral districts the loss of potatoes has been 
nearly nine—tenths of the whole crop; in ninety three 
between seven-tenths and eight-tenths; in one hun. 
dred and twenty five, the loss approaches to seyep. 
tenths of the whole crop; in sixteen, it approaches to 
six-tenths; in five hundred and hinety six, nearly 
one-half of the crop is entirely destroyed; and in five 
hundred and eighty two divisions, nearly four-tenths 
of the crop are entirely destroyed. Government haq 
acted upon the suggestions made to them; stores of 


_corn should be established to be disposed of at low 


prices, or given in return for labor. 
A membder.—‘‘Jt will be wanted for seed.” 


Sir Robert Peel.—‘‘Yes. To get seed from foreign 
countres for the ensuing year is next to inipossible, 
An eighth of the whole crop is required for seed; 
each acre of potatoes requires nearly a ton—three- 
fourths of a ton at least, for seed; take the tonnage 
which it would require to bring 10,000 tous of pota- 
toes from any part of Europe where potatoes stijj 
abound; itis almost impossible tu supply ‘he deticien. 
cy. You must look for seed to the accum'ation by 
making savings from the existing crop. It may be 
necessary for you to form that saving. When the 
pressure of famine is severe, the immediate want 


| will be supplied—the danger of next year will be for. 


gotten. The government must interfere, for the pur- 
pose of encouraging the saving in sufficient quanti- 
ties, in order to secure a supply of seed for next year. 
How are weto do this? Why. by the substitution, | 
suppose, of some other articles of provision, to be 
giver, upder wise regulations, fur the purpose of pre- 
venting waste, and of getting these seed potatoes in 
exchange. 

I ask you then, if in May next we had to come 
down here proposing large votes of public money, 
and if we were evcouraging the clergy of the estab- 
lished church, and the clergy of the Roman Catholic 
persuasion, and telling them, ‘Individual charity in 
your localities must supply more than the govern- 
ment can supply; you must give corn in exchange 
for these potatoes, or for the susienance of human 
life,’—could I have stood here proposing votes of 


(authorities, but from men frou whose statements | 2999 900 or £300,000, and encouraging the charity 


| there could not be the slightest pretence of withhold- 
‘ing confidence. The first letver 
hiuaself by Sir David Roche, formerly member for 
| Linerick, February Ll. Sir David Roche stated, | 
‘that at one time he was disposed to think that the 


was addressed to | 


' 


Christmas, would have continued so, but he had | 
found he was in error—the greatest part was now 

obliged to be given to pigs and cattle, to save the 

owners from total Joss. Sir David added—*‘No 

dvubt, for six or seven weeks, while the remains of 
the potatoes last, destitution will not be general; but 
Il pray you, sir, look to it in time.” 


| ‘The next letter contained the result of a very mi- 
nute investigation made by W. W. Hemsworth, sub- 
inspector of police, stauioned at Stradbally, Queen’s 





| E nerson, the ainister of the parish. 


ries the officer was accompanied by the Rev. Mr 
The result is 


| who had planted sufficient for therr ordinary wants, 


on 


part of the potato crop which appeared sound before | 


‘of those who had little to dispense in charity, and 


would it have been tolerated, that al the same mo- 


/ment we should have been retaining a duty of 17s. 


the introduction of corn? 


Suppose famine should ensue: do you believe that 
it would be for the credit and honer of the lande d 
aristocracy of this country to say, ‘*‘We throw upon 
the govern vent the responsibility of taking security, 
but not one letter of the existing corn laws shall be 
abandoned? Would that be fidelity to the landed 
interest? No;I believe that whatever might have been 
the seeming consistency, that propo-ition would have 
been the real “treachery” which you impute to me, 
because | have thought it for your interest, and the 
interest of all, to relieve ourselves from the odium 
of stipulating for these restrictions in such a moment 
of pressure.” (Repeated cheers.) Parliament 
would have taunied him with the example of 
Holland and Belgium, where, thougi: the pressure 
was less severe, measures of precaution have been 





| ious stated: —"*Many families whom we visited, and | adopted. 


Under similar circumstances to the present, what 


f including ihe seed necessary for the cusuing Season, | had been the course taken by the Kazlish partiament 


have nut had a potato of any kind for the last month.” | deeply iterested in the welfare of azriculture?e— 
“Observe,” exclained Sir Robert Peel, “this is 10) Phere have been times before when there has been 


ihe month of February—tive months at least before the apprehension of scarcity in this country: what 
there can be a natural bounty of Providence.”—/| po. been the remedy that the heart of every man 


remam are totglly unfit tor tuman food. In every | 
instance where we saw potatoes in pils in the fields, | 
we ud them examined, aud with scarcely an excep-| 
iliun, we found them to be a mass of putrefaction, | 
| perleclly disgusting even to Jook at.” ‘Phe third let-_ 
| er was from Lora Siusri de Decies, the lord lieu- | 
jtenant ol ibe county of Wateriord. Among other 
particulars it mentioued this—**'T hat in two districts | 
| awigue Ol the untlon in guesilut there are, even ul this 
‘early period uf the year, bo less than three hundred | 
persous whose stores of provisions are on the poiat 
uf being exhausted.” Lo:id Stuart suggested—“that 
much good might be ellucted in keeping down prices 
by the e-tavlistiwent of government corn stores, 
irom which grain wight be purchased at first—cost 
prices.” 

The fourth letter was trom Mr. Thomas Dillon, of 
Cahirciveen, a resident magistrate. It stated—that 
haying gone round his district within the last ten 


. 
iOthers have lust nearly all; ani the few that still) 








| proposal 


suggested? What has been the remedy that the le- 
zislative wisdom took? Why, in every case, wilh- 
out exception, the remsoval for a time of the duties 
upon corn. (Cheers and counter cheers.) [A mem- 
ber—'*What at the end of the time?’} I] will come lo 
that immediately. 1 rejoice in the cheer which I 
met from that quarter- (looking to the protection 
benches)—whatl is it but an assent, apparently an 
unanimous assent—(‘*No!”)—at any rate, a very ge 
neral assent, that at a period of impending famine, 
the proper precaution to be taken is to encourage 
the free importation of food. 

I have a right to infec, that if that had been the 
proposal, namely, that existing duties upon coro and 
other articles of provision should be suspended, that 
would have met with general asseot.— 
(Cheers.) Then, if that be so, 1 ask you to expedite 
the passing of this bill—(laughter and cheers)—or 
to move as an amendment, that the duties upon 2! 
articles of provisiens shall forthwith be suspended. 
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(Renewed cheers.) The opponents of the govern- 
ment plans seemed to say that they would consent to 
a suspension of the law till next harvest; and he was 
glad of the admission thereby implied, that it would 
not be wise to stipulate for the present that no rice, 
or oats, or maize should be admitted, and that the 
duty on wheat should be maintained at 17s Sir Ro- 
bert Pee! quoted some of the instanees in which the 
ports had been opened—in 1766, 1767, 1791, 1793, 
1795, 1796, 1799. Had the ports been opened in 
November last, the supplies might have been more 
ample; but there was still the command of six 
months. Parliament must now make it choice. It must 
either maintain the existing law, or make some pro- 

osal for facilitating the introduction of foreign 
ood. 

Then came the further question. ‘After the sus- 
pension of the existing law, and the admission of fo 
reign importion for the period of eight months, what 
do you propose to do with the existing corn laws?— 
That is, Of course, the question which any man 
would have to consider who advised the suspension of 
the corn laws. 
that it would be utterly impossible, after establish- 
ing perfect freedom of trade, for a period of eight 
months, to permit the existing corn law to come into 
operation at the en! of it—my conviction isso strong 
that it would be impracticable and impolitic, that I 
could not entertain such an idea.” It might be said, 
“Give us Suspension now, and at the end of that sus- 
pension we will have the corn laws as they are 
now;” but any such notion was founded on a total 
misapprehension of public opinion. What? would 
they revive the existing corn law in all its provisions. 
Would they, for instance, refuse the admission of 
maize! ‘It was proposed last session to admit maiz- 
free of duty ” 


The price of barley was falling, the duty on bar- 
ley was increasing; and without the slightest natural 
connexion between maize and barley, the duty on 
maize was increasing also. Then, might not the law 
be allered in thal respect? Yes. But remember this, 
that in the course of last session, notice was given 
that maize should be imported duty free, because it 
was desirable to have maize for food for cattle. Do 
you think it possible in devising a new corn law, to 
devise one, the leading principle of which should be 
this—~tbhat maize should come in duty free, because 
the ad nission of that article would be for the benefit 
of the farmer, as he might feed his cattle and pigs 
with it; but that there are certain other articles used 
for consumption by human beings, ant in respect to 
these the iaw shall be maintained in all its force? 

Do you advise us now to fight that battle? Dos you 
not feel that that very fact of suspension would con- 
slitule a new element in the consideration of things, 


and would give a tenfold stimulus to the agitation | 


that previously existed? Do you invite us to fight 
that battle now? What would be the state feeling 
upon the subject? Do you invite us to suspend the 
law with a guarantee of its revival? In reference to 
the changes of opinion which had been avowed by 
members of the house, and as to which an attempt 
had been made to attach suspicion, Sir Robert asked 
if some of the most honorable men that ever sat on 
the ministerial benches had not given conclusive 
proofs of sincerity. Did Lord Ashiey, Mr. Stuart, 
Mr. W. Patten, Mr. Egerton, Lord Henniker, Mr. 
Charteris, or Mr. Dawney vacate their seats from 
iuterested or corrupt motives? 

Passing from these considerations, Sir Robert in- 
Vited attention to the course which the debate had 
laken, and to the admissions and expressions of opi- 
Dion of those who had been loudest in their eon- 
demnation of the government. 


saring. “The hon. member thinks it is just the |to them, if they thought it advisable at the present | come will you do nothing? 
lime for making a compromise on the subject--fora | crisis. In stating that he had hitherto been a sup- | stand still is to retrograde. 


lew corn law! Why, if there was ever an unfortu- 
we moment for a compromise, it is the present,— 
hat is the meaning of a compromise? Is it not 


sone law? Well, whats the security for the main- 
a of that?” (Jronical cheers from the protec- 
ni 


: benches.) The member for Roxburghshire, 
(Mr. Francis Scoti,) was the loudest advocate for 
Protection, and had a curious notion of the relgtion 
*tween a country and its minister. 

Mr. Scott had likened Sir Pobert Pee] to a hired 
advocate, and said that he had thrown up his brief; 
eis Mr. Scoit was not aware that a minister.of 
+ © took an oath to unreservedly and freely deliver 
“'S Opinjon in couneil, according to his heapt and 
gation Sir Robert apprehended thal an obfi- 
" of that kind constituted a material difference 

ween the position of a minister of state and the 
insisting tet counsel. But Mr. Scott, when 
comin at he was bound by every consideration of 
sistency and honor to maintain the corn law of 


4 ate, bad admitted that, within the last three years, 


‘8 OW? country, there had been such improve- 


Well, my conviction is so strong | 


ments in roads. such introduetion of science into ag- | borouch in ruin?” In Treland no culture ts more pro- 
ricuiture, such facilities for introducing cheap corn, | fitable than that of flax, which is unprotected; and it 
that in his opinion the time was come when the pre is obvious that the deeay of Aldcock and Chisselbo- 
sent corn laws ust be altered. “And when [asked rough had arisen from other causes than the with- 
the honorable gentleman, ‘Whom are your counse! drawal of the protective duty. 

for?”’—meaning, that if anv obligation was i nposed The debate had chiefly turned on the corn laws, 
on me to maintain the corn law of 1842. I could not | but 1 was not necessarily a corn law debate. The 
quite understand why the hon. gentleman could so | proposal was that the house should go into commit- 
readily abandon it,—the hon. gentleman was per- | fee to consider the principles of our commercial po - 
fectly indignant at being supposed to be a counsel. |licy ‘Now, as I stated before. it isthe intention of 
Claiming the finetions of Anacharsis Cloots, who | her majesty's govern vent to adhere to their propo. 
said he was attorney-general for the human race, | sal: [ have stated the seasons why they will do it: 
the hon. gentleman said, “I counsel!—that is an im | they are inclined to prefer it, considering especially 
putation on my honor: ] am counsel for the agricul the opportunity that three years affords for improve- 
turists—I am counsel for the commercial interests— | ment in drainage. But, at the same time, also dis- 
I am counsel for the whole country—I am counsel |tinctly make this statement, that if the agricultural 
for the interests of humanity!” (Langhter.) Sir| body are of opinion that it wil} be for their advan- 
Robert did not himself aim after functions so com-|tage—if they think that immediate repeal will be 
prehensive The next was the member for Neweas- | preferable to the deferred repeal whieh if the pron 
tle-under-Lyne (Mr-° Colquhoun:) and he told Sir} posal of the covernment—(hear!? fram the opposi- 
Robert that thereafter and forever he withdrew his, tion benches) —if, by a union with honorable gentle- 
confidence from him. Butif ever there was a man | ven Opposite, they should place me in a minority— 
who had less reason than apother to censure a minise | then the only consideration «hiel fd shall bear in 
ter for not establishing ‘a great principle,” it was | mind will be, what eourse can [best take to give ef- 
Mr. Colquhoun himself. ‘Why, he has voted with | fect lo the law so amended atyour instance, (Loud 
the hon. member fur Wolverhampton, and he has | cheers from the opposition benches ) 

voted against him. (Laughter.) He isanadvocate| I wiildoall i can tocarry the proposition of the goe 
for a fixed duty; but he has done all he could to | verument—I prefer it—I proposed it, believing it to be 
maintain a sliding scale. I do not know whether | favorable to the agricultural mterest. [do not say, 
the hon. gentleman has shared in my misfortune and | what course, speaking for myself, I might pursue. I 
read the pamphlet of John Campbell Colquhoun, | dontsay what effect success here might produce in an- 
Esquire, of Killermont, (Jaughter.) I must say that | other place for which I have less means for answering 
that pamphlet, as far as $ can understand it, advo- | thanI have here; but this I will say, that my opinion as 
cates repeal of the corn laws. to the policy of a final adjustment of the corn laws will 
remain unaltered; and I shall decidedly prefer the 
immediate repeal, even though carried against me, 
to throwing the country into immediate confusion by 
the rejection of the measure. (Loud cheers.)— 
| Observe, I say, it will be quite for myself to consi- 
der what course of personal conduct will be most 
conducive to the result [ should have in views; but 
this I do believe, that the final adjustment of this 


} 





If, then, the hon. gentleman has voted with the 
hon. member for Wolverhampton, and has voted 
against him—if he is a determined supporter of a 
tixed duty, and yet ever since 1842 has done all in 
his power to maintain the sliding scale; and if my 
construction of his pamphlet be correct, and he isan 
advocate of repea!, | wonder how [| should have 


- ° : ida ’ 4% i * . ° : ; 
fares rial nin if King hag heey Defies play question, is now a consideration paramount to all 
ps EPS SPSS phe. ROD. £6 |others. (Loud cheers.) 


have said, if, after having carried suspension, | | 

should have subsequently declared that at the end of | As to the probable cost of corn under the new mea- 
that suspension the government would stake its ex- | sure, he could not pass an opinion; but he thought 
istenve on the revival of the existing corn law. || that nothing was more erroneous than to suppose 
venture to say there would not have been a mure | that the interests of agriculture were naturally and 
strenuous opponent of such a course than the hon. | immediately interwoven with the price of wheat.— 
gentleman: at least, I venture to say, there never| In demonstrating the truth of this, Sir Robert Pee} 
was a gentleman so clamorous for the announcement | adverted particularly to the fact that it is impossible 
of a principle who pursued a course which left him |to draw just inference from the nominal price of 
so completely at single-anchor to vote for any pro- | Wheat, without, at the same time, taking the quality 
posal that might be made.” (Laughter.) The let-|into account. He showed by reference to returns 
ter of Lord Join Manners was next adverted to; Sir | beginning in 1793, that the price of wheat had shown 
Robert inquiring if it could have been possible for | 4 tendency to decline. biti very remarkable series 
the government to rely on Lord John Manners’ sup- | of facts also presents itself in the amount of the 
port had they resolved to advise a renewal of the | rental of land as compared with the price of wheat. 
corn law upon suspension? ‘He says he is decided. | The gross rental of land in 1815, as taken from the 
ly in favor of a repeal of the corn laws, but he thinks | property tax return, was £32 502.000. The price of 
the present parliament ought not to enact, nor the | wheat for five years ending in 1815, was 102s. 5d — 
present minister to propose, such a measure, Well,| For the five years ending with 1842, the price of 
but that personal objection ts no satisfactory answer | wheat was 64s. 7d.; while the gross rental of land in 
to the country; the question for the country is, is the | England had increased fo £37.794,000. ‘Thus, coin- 
measure right or wrong? Surely, no member can | cident with the fail in the price of corn, there was 
justify himself in voting against a measure which he | an increase in the rental of land.” The speech from 
believes to be right, and which concerns such mighty | the throne contained a recommendation to review the 
interests.” And now as for Mr. William Miles, the | existing duties, and ascertain whether such further 
member for Somefsetshire, that gentleman had de- | reductions could not be made as would Lend to sure 
clared for the maimtenance of the existing law in its a continuance of the advantages derived from the 
integrity, and given Sir Robert notice that hence. | previous reduction, The answer made by the Com 
forth he must not expect the renewal of his confi: | mons did not convey a pledge as to the measure, but 
dence. | it conveyed un assurance that the recommendation 
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But Sir Robert Peel implored that gentleman and | should be considered. And how was that sssurance 


l The first be would others, although they might visit (he penal conse-|to be fulfilled? Would thes refuse to go into Gom- 
hotice was the member for Huntingdon, Mr. Thos. | quences on ministers, to pass the measure submitted | inittee? 


“Will you stand stili?—for sik months to 
I say, in this country, to 
porter of the government, Mr. Miles was in amis | | never said that 1 was on the experience of the 
take. On the great question of 'grease”—(roars of tariff for three years I had come to a change of opt- 
laughter)—he was a determined opponent, under an | nion. J said this—that during three years l have been 
apprehension that grease might be used by some coincident with abundance, and low prices and great 
people as a suibstiiute for butter. *‘Now, | must say, | prosperity; 1 have seen great contentinent; | have 
that i think the honorable gentleman, in taking his | seen the diminution of crime; Thave seen the abate- 


| Stand upon grease, did much more injury than vene- | ment of all social disorders; | have seen gourd Geaith; 


fit to the cause of protection.” A few more of Mr,|I have seen increased commerce; and that expert- 
Miles’ arguments he was anxious to notice. As to | enceof three years has convinced ine thal cheapness 
flax, was its cultivation abandoned in consequence | and plenty are at the foundation of your prosperity. 
of the withdrawal of the duty? and at what period |(Cheers.) This is the challenge | offer, not connect. 
did it take place? jed with the tariff of the last three years alone, Dut 

Mr. Wm. Miles.—‘‘After the last removal of the | with respect to the whole series of your relaxation 
duty on flex.” lof prohibitory duties—-show me one relaxation, one 

Sir Robert Peel.—“‘Now the last reduction of duty | removal of prohibition, which bas net contri uted to 
was only Sd. per hundred weight. (Loughter.) The | the advantage of the great boily of the consumers of 
duty on foreign flax was removed in 1824; at that | this country.” He had indeed been ashamed to read 
time it was £10 a ton; a reductionwas then effected | some of the petitions presented on the subject of this 
to the nominal duty of Sd. a hundred weight; and in | protection Que was from (he ship owners, praying 
1832 the duty was altogether abandoned. Was it | that the house might cheek ail further rash expeéri- 
the removal of this duty of Sd.a hundred weight | ments on British vavigatiun, aad reject the proposi- 
that involved the parishes of Aldcock and Chissel- | tion fur reducing the duty on fureiga tiryber from 25s. 
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io 15s. He asked, “what has been the issue of the 
rash experiment you made in 1842? You found then 
a discriminating duty of 45s. which you reduced to 
25s. Have you destroyed the Canada trade? At the 

ort of Liverpool the average tonnage in the British 

orth American trade for eleven years preceding the 
reductions of the duty was 153,000 tons; and since 
you removed the duty on Canadian timber, the aver 
age has been 194,000 tons of shipping employed al 
Liverpool in the Canada trade. 

On the average of seven years before the reduction 
of duty, 5,749,000 loads of pines were imported: in 
1844 the quantity brought from Canada amounted to 
6,211,000 loads; and in 1845, to 6,470,000 loads.— 
Yet the ship owners cal] on you to refuse a reduction 
of the duty on timber, as they called on you to re- 
fuse a reduction formerly from 45 to 253. But you 
have a deficiency in that particular article which 
will build ships that shal] endure for twelve years, 
and these were the circumstances under which you 
have the modest proposal made to leave the discrimi. 
nating duty at its present amount of 25s. instead of 
reducing it to 15s.; and that is what the ship owners 
of all things ask as essential to their interests!’ Fol- 
Jowing up this subject Sir Robert referred to the 
alarms excited in previous times by proposals to re- 
duce import duties, and to the gratifying results 
which bad followed. 

“When Mr. Huskisson proposed an alteration of 
the silk duties, Lord Ashburton, (then Mr. Baring,) 
resisted the measure, asserting that the eflect would 
be to ruin the silk weavers and drive them to the 
poor-rates for subsistence. And what had been the 
result? The consumption, which for the ten years 
ending in 1823, was 1,940,902 pounds, is now, for the 
year’ 1844, 6,208,020 pounds. Similar fears were 
expressed in 1842, in refereuce to the trade in feath- 
ers. One extensive merchant told Sir Robert that 
the effect would be to annihilate the frish and Eng- 
lish feather trade: but that person had written to him 
in the course of the present year, telling him that his 
fears had proved unfounded—that his trade was 
more prosperous than before; and mentions that his 
great demand had been from Cornwall, thus show- 
ing that the Cornish miners had been prosperous in 
consequence of plenty and abundance, and had been 
able to expend a part of their earnings is feather 
goods. 

In conclusion, Sir Robert remarked that the vote 
to be given did not involve a question of confidence 
jn the government, but the decision as to whether 
the house were willing to advance upon the path on 
which they had been proceeding, or whether they 
would retrograde. 

He entreated them to look at their physical advan- 
tages, at those nerves and sinews of their manufac- 
tures, the stores of sron and coal which abound in 
their territory. Let them Jook also at their acquir- 
ed advantages. Why, England hasten times the ca- 
pital of any nation in the world! He asked them to 
bear in mind that many countries are watching 

their decision. Sardinia had set the example of a 
liberal tariff; Naples would shortly follow; he could 
tell them that Prussia was already shaken; and 
France was desirous to follow the example which 
Engiand was setting. [Sir Robert Peal, after nearly 


6ih, Each company to drill once a year, or oftener if 
they think proper. 


Oregon notice.—Mr. Archer, of Virginia, arose and 
addressed the senate. Having concluded, 

Mr. Niles, of Connecticut, arose and the senate 
adjourned. 

Marcu 19. Mr. Jarnagin, said there seemed to 
be a doubt as to the proper understanding of the ef- 
fect of the adoption of the report of the investiga- 
ting committee on Monday last, to remove which he 
offered a resolution to expel the publisher, editor, 
and reporters of the “Times” from the reporters’ 
gallery of the senate. 

Mr. Dickinson, avose and retracted all the re- 
marks he had heretofore expressed in exculpation of 
the editors of the Times or in deprecation of any ac- 
tion against them. 

Mr. Mangum, said the resolution now offered was 
entirely unnecessary. ‘The adoption of the report of 
the committee rendered it the duty of the sergeant 
at arms to carry its recommendation into effect, and 
he hoped the senate had more important duties to 
perform than to waste their time further on this sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Jaruagin, said if such was the understanding 
of the presiding officer, he would withdraw his reso- 
lution. Hus object was merely to remove any dowbt 
that might exist in reference to it. 

The President of the senate said such was his un- 
derstanding, and he had given orders for the expul- 
sion of all conrected with the paper from the repor- 
ters’ gallery. 

Mr Mangum, said he did not observe the sergeant 
at arms in his place, but he wished to say that if he 
did not fulfil the order of the senate promptly he 
should be held toa strict official and personal re. 
sponsibility. 

Mr. Allen, gave notice that on Monday next he 
would move that the senate go into executive ses- 
sion. 

Oregon notice.—Mr. Niles, arose and addressed the 
Senale, maintaining that the president’s course had 
been all right and proper and yet that the matter 
ought to be compromised on the 49th line. 

The senate then adjourned to the 23d. 


Marcu 23. On motion of Mr. Webster, the presi- 
dent of the United States was requested to transmit 
to the senate, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terests, copies of any correspondence that may have 
taken place between the governments of the United 
States and Great Britain, in reference to the north- 
east boundary, between the 20th June, 1840, and the 
4th March, 1841. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill reported from the committee on the judiciary 
rejative to the courts of the U.S. in Florida. 

Mr. Johnson, of La., said he wished to inquire why 
three judges of the circuit court were deemed neces- 
sary in Florida, while only one had been allowed to 
all the other new states. 

Mr. Westcott, then proceeded to show the necessity 
of having a judge at Key West, another at Pensaco- 
la, and a third in East Florida. The cout at Key 
West would be purely an admiralty court, for the 
benefit of the commercial interests of the north and 
east, and would not be of any service to the residents 
of Florida. 











three hours’ speaking, resumed his seat amidst long 
continued cheers, especially from the opposition. | 





TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION. 


| Mr. Johnson, of La., said he was not before aware 
of the great amount of business transacted by the 
courts of Florida, and he therefore now acquiesced 
| in the necessity of having three judges. 
On motion of Mr. Evans, the turther consideration 











SENATE. 

Marcu 18. On motion of Mr. Semple, it was— 

Resolved, ‘That the commitiee on the militia be in- 
sirucied to inquire into the expediency of organizing the 
milnia of the United States on the following basis, to 
wit 

ist, Withineach and every district containing one 
thousand {ree white male citizens over the age of twenty 
one and under the age of fifty, there shall be raised, by 
voluntary enrolment or otherwise,-one company of one 


hundred militia~men, to be organized and disciplined as 
by law, and the whole, or any part of 


may be provided by ! 
thein, may be called inw the service of the United States 
whenever congress may order it. a 

2u, Whenever any part of the militia shall be called 
into the service of the United States, they shall be bound 
to serve for five years, unless sooner discharged. 


3d, All non-commissioned officers and officers of the 
line, as high as the rank ot captain, shall be elected by 
the men composing each company trom among them- 


selves. 


4ih, All officers above the rank of a captain shall be 
appointed by the president of the United States, by and 


with the advice and consent of the senate: provided tha 
no officer shal 


ranks according to miefit. 


Sth, Officers to drill by regiments once a year, and to 


receive pay for the time, not exceeding one week. 


|, be appointed unless he be taken from 
the officers or men comprising the militia, and all pro- 
motions shall be made from the officers or from the 


of the bill was then postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the senate then proceed- 
ed tothe consideration of executive business, and 
then adjourned. 


Marcu 24. Mr. Davis, presented a petition from 


the repeal of fishing bounties. 
of works for the defence of N. Orleans. 


on the 49th line. 


read, (see page 55.) 
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tive government tothe appropriate committees jn 
that and the other house of congress, for their aq- 
visement and consideration. He would not complain 
at all of this mode of communicating to the mem. 
bers cf congress the judgment of the executive on, 
such highly important subjects; he would not eo. 
plain of it, because, as the president had said, it was 


312 citizens of Marblehead remonstrating against 


Mr. Johnson, of La., submitted a resolution calling 
on the secretary of war to report to the senate a plan 


Oregon notice.—Mr. Chalmers, of Miss., addressed 
the senate at length, and in favor of compromising 


4 message from the president, was here received and 


Mr. Webster rose for the purpose of inquiring into 
a matter referred to in it, without intending to make 
apy commentary or any remarks whatever. It would 
be perceived, from the reading of the message, that 
it was the judgment of the president that an in- 
crease of our means of defence, both military and 
naval, had become necessary by the circumstances 
of the country. The amount or extent of that ne- 
cessary increase was not stated in the message, but 
the president had stated that estimates showing the 
extent of the necessary increase of our means of 
military and naval defences, had been communicat- 





—— rt meee ——. 


not unusual. Recently, it was not unusual; but the 
practice was of recent origin, and, in his judgment 

it was one not to be encouraged. He did not know 
whether the honorable members of the senate, who 
were respectively at the head of the different com. 
mittees, had communicated these estimates jn any 

way to the body to which they belonged. And he 

rose to inquire, therefore, beginning with the honor. 

able senator from Missouri, who was at the head of 

the committee on military affairs, what that commy- 

nication was, and whether he could not suggest some 

mode of bringing it to the knowledge of the whole 
body of the senate, because it was said in the message 

that the communication was made with the sanction 
of the president himself. 

Mr. Benton rose and observed, that a proper intro. 
duction to an answer to the honorable senator's jn. 
quiry would be to say, that the information had been 
communicated to the heads of the departments, in 

conformity with applications made by the commit- 
tees, which applications were in obedience to reso]y. 
tions passed ai the commencement of the session, in. 
struct ng the committees to inquire and report what 
increase, if any, was necessary to be made in the 
military and naval defences of the country. The 
committee were prompted, as a matter of course, (o 
make the inquiries of the proper departments of the 
government; and the military committee having 
made application to the secretary of war, that func- 
tionary returned an answer, which answer was in 
the hands of the committee. ‘There was much of it 
which might be very proper, perhaps, to make pub- 
lic, but there were other parts which the committee 
thought it would not be proper to make public. The 

information was in the hands of the committee, how- 
ever, (he spoke of the military committee alone,) 
and they had not deemed it necessary to take action 

upon it. 

Mr. Fairfield said, in answer to the inquiry of the 
honorable senator from Massachusetts, as far as re 

lated to the committee on naval affairs, that, subse. 
quenily to the passage of the resolution of the hon- 
orable senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,) instruct- 
ing the committee to inquire what measures, if any, 
were necessary to be taken for the defence of the 
country, letters were wriiten, by direction of the 
committee, tothe secretary of the navy, requesting 
information and estimates; and in reply a commudi- 
cation had been received, and had been read to the 
serate and published; and, in conformity with it, a 
bill had been reported, and was now upon the ca- 
lendar. 


mittee had reported ali the information which they 
had received from tie department. 

Mr. Fairfield said the communication was accom- 
panied by reports from the heads of the various na- 
val bureaus. These reports were made by the 
heads of the bureaus to the secretary of the navy, 
and by him transmitted to the committee with the 
understanding that they were to be returned to him 
again. They were transmitted to the committee mere- 
ly for the purpose of enabling them to make the pro- 
perestimates. These reports were voluminous, and 
were not communicated to the senate. 


Mr. Webster said he had intended only to make 
the inquiry, but he desired now to follow it by! 
single remark. After what had fallen from the 
chairman of the committee on naval affairs, b¢ 
wished to ask two things. First whether the secre 
tary of the navy, in communicating the estimales, 
informed the committee that he had the sanction o 
the president to those estimates? And, secondly, 


ed had been made to the senate, contained the samé 
information, to wit, the estimates prepared for the 
committee, under the sanctiou and direction of the 
president. ie 

Mr. Fairfield replied, that the communication © 
him of the fact-that the estimates had received ‘he 
sanction of the president, was a verbal communice 
tion from the secretary of the navy, who had trans 
mitted them. 

Mr. Webster said he understood the senator to oh 
then, that the only authority upon which he based : 
knowledge, of the estimates having been made bal 
under the sanction of the president, was a Ver ; 
communication, and that not even that was coma ; 
cated to the senate by him, introducing the bill 
the augmentation of the navy. ssbt 

He had only further to say, that as soon as M5 
be convenient to the honorable senator who 








ed from the appropriate departments of the execu- 


chairman of the committee on military affairs; whi 


Mr. JM Clayton inquired whether the naval com- — 


whether the communication which the senators sta’ & 
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he presumed, had received information in the same 
way of the estimates having received the sanction 
and been prepared under the direction of the presi- 
dent—he lioped that as soun as it might be found con- 
venient by the honorable senator, (it was altogether 
in the senator’s own discretion, of course,) he would 
communicate, as far as was proper to be communi- 
cated. and no further, to the senate the information 
which the committee had received. He was quite 
content to leave it to the discretion of the senator 
from Missouri as to what portion of that information 
was proper for publication, and to form the topics 
of public discussion. 

Mr. Benton observed that as chairman of the 
committee on military affairs, he deemed himself 
only the organ of that committee, and as soon as 
he had the sanction of the committee, he would 
have great satisfaction in communicating to the sen- 
ate the information which the honorable senator de- 
sired. 

Mr. Webster was understood to say (from his seat) 
the senator is au organ that 1 have more confidence 
in than | have in some other organs. 

‘Mr. Benton (also from his sea!) remarked that he 
regarded the secretaries of the departments as being 
the organs of the president. 

Mr. Cass requested the reading of that part of the 
message which referred to the increase of the army 
and navy. He remarked that if he had understood it 
correctly, the president now recémmends a greater 
armament than was recommended by him at the ear- 


ly part of the session. 


The passage having beenread by the secretary— 
Mr. Cass said he would nerely remark that, not- 
withstanding every effort of his in the senate and out 


of it, this matter had been allowed to sleep for many | 


weeks, and he was glad to find that it was now press 
ed upon their attention by the executive message, 
and not by the British cannon. 

Mr. J. M. Clayton inquired of the chairman of the 
commuttee on naval affairs, how many ships of war 
were recommended in the communication of the se- 
cretary? 

Mr. Fuirfield replied that he did not at that mo- 
ment recuilect the number. 

The message was ordered to be printed. 


The Oregon.—Mr. Sevier, addressed the senate at 
length in favor of the house notice, and in favor of 
our claim to the whole of Oregon. He did not be- 
lieve that a majority of the people would be in fa- 
vor of a settlement short of 49 deg., and as to any 
compromise between the mouth of the Columbia and 
499, every Quaker in the country would put on the 
uniform before they would submit to it. 
The senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wenpwespay, Marcu 18. Mr. Martin, of Ky., 
from the committee on mileage introduced a resolu- 
tion discharging the committee of the whole house 
from the farther consideration of the bill respecting 
the mileage of members. Read and agreed to. 

The bill then came before the house for action. 

Mr. Bowlin, offered an amendment forbidding pay 
to absentees at the cali of the house, &c. 

Mr. Perry, moved to lay it on the table, (carrying 
the bill itself to the table.) Negatived—ayes 48, 
nays 138. 

Mr. Yell, moved an amendment substituting $6 in- 
stead of $8, for each day’s atlendance, and for each 
twenty miles of travel; and also an additional section 
establishing the seat of government after the year 
1850, at a point near St. Louis, Mo., upon a town- 
ship of land granted by that state to the federal gov- 
ernment whenever congress shall signify its assent. 

Mr. Bowlin, accepted Mr. Yell’s amendment as a 
part of his own. 
| Mr. G. W. Jones, moved to insert ‘Jeffersonville, 





_in the state of Indiana” in lieu of the location desig | 


‘nated in Mr. Yell’s amendment. 


j 





Mr. McConnell, moved that the bill be laid aside 
in order to take up the bill for the distribution of the 
public offices among the people of the several states. 
Mr. McC. said that he did not think the state of our 
foreign relations warranted the increase. The bill 
was not laid aside. 

Mr. Haralson, said that the bill had no particular 
reference to the state of our foreign relations, and 
that the increase was tiecessary to the peace estab- 
lishment of the United States. : 

Mr. Sawyer, of Ohio, moved to amend the bill by 
inserting the senate bil for raising a regiment of dra- 
goons, or mounted riflemen. 

Mr. Brinkerhoff, of Ohio, advocated the passage of 
the bill, and desired two regiments of foot riflemen 
because they would not cost more than one of mount- 


ed riflemen. 


Mr. Hamlin, of Me., was opposed to any increase 
of the ariny in the form proposed. There are now 
one hundred supernumerary officers and until their 
companies are filled up I shall not vote to increase 
their number. 

Mr. McGaughey. of Indiana, made a speech against 
the bill. ‘The west did not need the bill to protect 
them from the Indians. They were able to protect 
themselves. It seemed very strange to him that 
men who were advocating an increase of the army 
were advocating a decrease of duties on foreign 
goods. We were told that the bill was not necessa- 
ry to protect ourselves from Mexico, nor from Eng- 


land, but from peaceful Indians. 

The discu-sion was continued by Mr. Baker, of Il- 
linois, and Mr. Chipman, of Michigan. 
Mr. Holines, obtained the floor; when the commit- 





; d wi i : 
The house here on motion went into committee of | '& Tose, and the house adjourned without acting up 


| the whole and resumed the bil! respecting, 

Rivers and harbors —Numerous amendments were 
offered and rejected. After much time had been 
consumed by a proposition from Mr. Culver, of N. 
Y.; which was followed by one from Mr. Fries of an 


offensive character to his colleague Mr. Schenck, of 


Ohio, which after being submitted by the chairman, 


from Mr. Schenck, upon Mr. Fries, &c. &c., the com- 
mittee proceeded to vote upon several of the amend- 
ments. The following were carried:—Providence 





And on motion of Mr. Berrien the senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of executive business, and 


afier some time spent therein the doors were opened, | 
and—the senate adjourned, 


Marcu 25. Mr. Breese, from the committee on 
the contingent expenses of the senate, made a report | 
in favor of an alteration in the galleries of the sen- | 
ale lor the better accommodation of the reporters | 
and the public. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Fairfield, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, reported a bill to authorize the secretary of the 
havy to make contracts for the supply of American 
Waler-rotied hemp ior three years. Ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Yulee, offered a resolution instructing the 
committee on finances to inquire as to the right of 
Fiorida to a rateable share of the surplus revenue 
distributed to the states under the act of 30th June, 
1836, and report upon the expediency of paying to 
the state of Florida the amount to which she would 
have been entitled under the act had she been a state 
at the time of its passage. Laid over. 

The resolution of Mr. Johnson, of La., heretofore 
offerred, to furnish the reporters with copies of the 
bills, &e., printed for the use of the senate was taken 
Up and adupted. 

“Army and navy.—Mr. Berrien, offered a resolution 
directing the committee on military and uaval af- 
lairs to lay before the senate the communication and 
estimates from the war and navy departments rela. 


live to the proposed increase of those branches of 
the public service. 


Mr. Benton, said the committee on military affairs, 
alof whouw he had consulted, except one now ab- 
Sent, were ready to lay before the senate the report 
and estimate of the secretary of war, and saw no im- 
Propriety in their public.:tion. 

Mr. Fairfield, said that some of the papers commu- 
Nicated by the secretary of the navy were not proper 
'o be made public and he hoped the resolution would 
hot prevail. 

Mr. Berrien, said he wished the senate to be put in 
Possession of the information, and would afterwards 
ecide upon the expediency of publishing or with- 
holding it. 
Mr. Westcott, hoped the resolution would pass.— 
'€ information would be as safe in the possessiun 
of any and every member of the senate as ‘it would 
bs in that of the committee, or the executive and his 
€cretaries—and it was proper they should have it to 
Buide their action. 
he resolution was then passed, and the report 


and estimates from the secretary of war ordered to 
printed, 


| lost, 102 to 95. Newark bay, 89 to 78. 


harbor, 99 to 102—motion to reconsider the same 
Havre de 
Grace, ($20.000;) by a viva voce vote. Tennessee 
river, lost, (§100,000,) 125 to 65. 


The house then adjourned. 


Tuurspay, Marca 19. The river and harbor bill. 
The amendments acted upon in committee of the 
whole having been disposed of, the house under rule 
were brought to a vote on the provisions of the bill, 
and the following was the resuli— 

Yeas. Nays. 
Big Sodus bay, Lake Ontario, $5900, 103-83 
Oak Orchard harbor, N. Y., $7000, 94 87 
Obstructions between Buffalo and Lake 


Michigan, $40,000, 117 —s- 70 
For improving harbor of Michigan city, 
$40,000, 99 81 
Litthke Fort harbor, Lake Michigan, 
$12,000, 85 82 
St. Louis harbor, $75,000, 88 383 
Newark bay, $15,000, 91 85 
Havre de Grace, $20,000, 100 75 


Mr. Jones, of Ga., moved an amendment in order 
to attend the funeral of a child of senator Colquitt. 
The motion was agreed to. 

Before the adjournment all the items of local and 
neighboring interest were acted on by the house.— 
The appropriations of $20,0U0 for improving the 
harbor of Baltimore city was preserved, and $75 UU 
for the Delaware Breakwater, $15,000 for Newcas- 
tle, and $15,000 for Port Peon, in Delaware. 

The house adjourned. 

Fripay, Marcu 20. The harbor and river bill, was 
resumed. For improving Heg island channel, at 
Charleston, S. C., $25,000, was rejected by yeas 82, 
nays 86. For improving Savannah harbor $50,000; 
passed yeas 105, nays 77. For purchase of Louts- 
ville and Portland canal stock, such sum as may be 
necessary; rejected yees 56, nays 131. For improve- 
ment of Hudson river $75,000; passed yeas 102, nays 
79. For improving Otuo river above its falis $80,- 
QUO; passed yeas 112, nays 72. For the lower Onio, 
the .viississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas, $240,000; 
passed by 118 yeas, 67 nays. 

The bill was then finally passed the house by 110 
yeas to 91 nays. The title being then read, Mr. 
Payne moved to amend, so as to cead ‘an act making 
appropriations for works of internal improvement.” 
Rejected by 81 yeas, 117 nays. The house then ad 
journed till Mon lay. 

Mownpay, Marcu 23. Military bill.—The house on 
motion of Mr. Haralson, of Ga., went into commit 
tee of the whole, and took up the bill for raising two 





regiments of mounted riflemen. 
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lon the resolution. 


Tvespay, Marcu 24. Mr. Haralson, of Georgia, 
moved that the house go into committee of the 
whole. The motion prevailed, and Mr. McKay, of 
N. C., was called to the chair Mr. McKay an- 
nounced the military bill to be in order. 

The debate was commenced by Mr. Black, of S. 





[ Thos. Smith ] was rejected, and a sharp reproof! C., who defended the bill and an amendment offered 


‘by Mr. Hungerford, of New York, requiring that the 
officers shall be taken from the officers already in 
commission. 

Mr Tilden, of Ohio, made a general speech upon 
‘the merits of the bill. He was opposed to the bill, 
| because it was not adequate to the defences of the 
‘country if they were endangered, and because the 
militia of the states were sufficient for the defences 
‘of the country. The bill was a measure for the 

conciliation of the state of Arkansas and other demo- 

cratic states, Until we knew that something was to 

be done in reference to Mexico, or Oregon, it was 
| not proper to pass the bill. 

Mr. Rathbun, took pretty much the same view of 
the bill, and declared that it was “ta cart before the 
horse.” There should be no increase of the army 
until it was known what was to be done in reference 
to Oregon. 

If there was real danger with Mexico, the two 
regiments would not be sufficient for defence. If 
there was danger those two regiments would form 
no part of a proper defence. He presumed that the 
trocps now in Texas would speedily return, and that 
there would be no war. 

Mr. Haralson, Mr. Gentry, of Tenn., and Mr. Davis, 
of Miss., advocated the bill. 

The hour arresting debate being arrived, the com- 
| mittee proceeded to vole and rejected an amend- 
| ment to reduce the two regiments to one, and adupt- 
ed an amendment authorizing the president to have 
a part of the two regiments mounted or dismounted 
as might in his judgment prove best. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams, nov rose and moved that the 
committee rise, his object being, he said, to move a 
reconsideration of the vote closing the debate upon 
the bill before the committee this day at 3 o’clock. 

He had heard that an important message had been 
received from the president in the senate, and de- 
sired that the co.nmittee should act in reference to 
the information it communicated. 

The cowmittee rose, and the house adjourned. 

Wepnespay, Marcu 25. Military bill.—Mr. J. Q. 
Adams’ wotiun to reconsider the vete (closing the de- 
bate upon the military bill at 3 o’clock yesterday) 
was laid upon the tabdie. ; ' 

The house, on motion of Mr. Brinkerhoff, went in- 
to committee of the whole. 

The bill to raise two rifle regiments was again cousi- 
dered. Mr J. 4. Black, moved to amend by provi- 
ding that “all its officers shall be made by transfers 
or promotions of such as are in the present army.” 
Agreed to by 87 ayes to 50 nays. , 

Mr. Hungerford, then proposed a substitute for the 
whole bill, by authorizing the president to increase 
the number of privates in each cempany of the exist- 
ing army to any number not exceeding 80, according 
to exigency. Mr. Houston, further proposed their 
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enlistment to be for ihree years and no longer. Mr. | Mr. Haralson.—I have gone as far as I feel author- 
Hungerford accepted the further amendment. ised togo under the communication whieh J received 

Mr. Hungerford's substitute was then adopted by | from the secretary of war on the subject. 

85 yeas to 74 nays. | A motion for the previous question was now se- 

The committee rose and reported the bill, thus , conded br a vote of 74 to 62. 
amended, and the question being on concurring in| The amendment of Mr. McKay was rejected by a 
the proposed substitute. | vote of 105 to 76, and the amendment of Mr. Hua- 

Mr. McKay, arose and spoke in favor of such substi- | gerford (raising each company to eighty men, if the 
tute. Ever since 1821, the date of the present skel- |, president thought proper to do so, and to enlist the 
eton army orgunization, we had kept up an army of | new troops for three years) was agreed to by a vote 
officers far beyond their proper proportion of private | of 112 to 79. 
soldiers. The president in his annual message had} Mr. McDowell, moved to lay the bill upon the ta- 
recommended the raising of one regiment of mount- ble. Lost by a vote of 149 to 32. The bill was 
ed riflemen. Mr. McK. thought all that is actually | then passed, 164 to 15, It adds 2900 men to the 
necessary is, to authorize av wcrease of the rank | army. 
and file. The British government had increased; ‘The house again went into committee of the 
their regiments of from 5 or 60, their peace footing, whole upon the bill for making appropriations for 
to 10 or 1200, their war footing. Mr. McK. now deficiencies in former bills. ; 

roposed as a substitute for the bill, thatthe president! A debate arose between Messrs. Payne, of Ala., 
authorised to fill each company up to the number | Ewing, of Pa., and Winthrop, of Mass., and the com- 
of 100 men. |mittee rese without action on the bill or amend- 

The question being on Mr. McKay's proposition— | ments, and the house adjourned. 

Mr. Haralson. chairman of the military CommMiltee, | s2arumememessmemcrercreeermeereesemmnrerernenene ieee 
arose and spoke against a large slanding army and | 7a r ; fs 
he un ewe the proposal of Mr. McKay sa abetiland PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
to such objection. | ay 

Mr. Rhate, enquired if any information had Tag To the Senate of the United States: 
transmitted to the military committee, which author-|_ In answer to the inquiry of the senate, contained 
izes its chairman to say, on the part of the executive, | in their resolution of the 17h instant, whether, in 
that there is any desire that the standing army should | ™y “judgment, any circumstances connected with, 
be increased, to the extent provided for in either of | Of growing out of, the foreign relations of this coun- 
these amendments. r | try, require at this time an increase of our naval or 

Mr. Haralson, replied that the report of “the sec- ee oT ee — if'so, i hat those gage 
retary of war” had recommended that authority be | ©&$ are, ave to express the opinion, that a wise 
pra the president contingently to nttig precaution demands such increase. 
standing army; but that recommendation had refer- | In my annual message of the 2d of December last, 
ence entirely to a peace establishment. | l recommended to ee ore 4 ag Fm Bd 

Mr. Rhett.—I understand, then, the chairman to | COMgress an increase of our haval force, especially 
say he has no information other than that communi | °f our steam navy, and the raising of an adequate 
cated in the documents with the annual message. military force to guard and protect such of our citi- 

Mr. Haraison.—No, sir, | 2 not say any such “er ahaa ery thy ogg to emigrate ar al 
thing. On the contrary, more than a month ago, the | \/Hce tat perio ave seen no cause to recat! OF 
amaiaal on ilar’ blaine reported a bill to au- | movify ~ oe ep meg ae be See andl 
thorize the president to accept the services of reasons exist which, inmy judgment, render it pro- 
volunteers to poy contingencies of a probable on pe vid > ol ne Mage be eden sp arf 
difficulty, and the filling of such blank to be depen- oO eliect, Du at additional provision shou e 
dent onthe conlingencies. ‘That bill was repdrted made for the public defence. 
to supercede the necessity of any increase of the The consideration of such additional provision 
standing army. was brought before appropriate committees of the 


Nr. G. Davis.—WV ill the honorable gentleman in- two houses of congress, in answer to calls imade by 
form me (for 1 do not know) whether he has receiv them, 1p reports prepared, by my sanction, by the 


ed any specific recommendation of an increase in the | Secretary of war and the seeretary of the navy, on 
army from the executive department, and, if so,| the 29th of December and the 8th of January last; 


what the amount of that increase is? a mode of communication with congress not unusual, 
‘Mr. Haralson.—I will answer the gentleman. On| and, under existing circumstances, believed to be 
the Bist of December last, | did receive a communi-| Most eligible. Subsequent events have confirmed me 
cation from the secretary of war in relation to the | in the opinion that these recommendations were pro- 
subject on which he asks for information. That com- | pet a5 precautionary measures. ! 
munication was accompanied with estimates and| It was a wise maxim of the father of his country, 
facts in relation to the defences of the country, the | that ‘‘to be prepared for war, is one of the most 
publication of which, in the opinion of the secretary efficient means of preserving peace;” and that, 
of war, (and in that opinion I concur,) would be de- avoiding reuse of expense by cultivating peace,” 
trimental to the public interests. we should ‘remember, also, that timely disburse- 
Mr. G. Davis —My question is this: What specific | ents to prepare for danger frequently prevent 
increase of the army, with reference to corps or| much greater disbursements to repel it.” The ge- 
numbers, does the executive ask from congress? veral obligation to perform this duty is greatly 
Mr. Haralson.—When the bill which | had the strengthened by facts known to the whole world. A 


" ake troversy respecting the Oregon territory now ex- 
honor to report to the house shall be taken up for | CO? gi. ing th na 
action, genulemen will be informed as to the number | '8ts between the United States and Great Britain; and 


of men required to fill the ranks. while, as far as we know, the relations of the latter 


Mr. G. Davis.—Still, that is not my question. || With all European nations are of the most pacifie 
do not ask what particular increase the committee | character, she s making unusual and extraordinary 
on military affairs propose should be made. J ask | armaments and warlike preparations, naval and mi- 
what particular inerease in the corps, or the number | litary, both at home and im her North American 
of men, the executive has asked from congress? | possessions. 

Mr. Haralson.—In the regular army? | It cannot be disguised that, however sincere may 

Mr, Burt—Before the gentleman answers the in-|be the desire of peace, in the event of a rupture 
terrogatory of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. | these armaments and preparations would be used 
Davis,{ 1 desire to ask him a question. I ask Lim | against our country. Whatever may have been the 
whether the communication made to him by the sec- | original purpose of these preparations, the fact is 
retary of war was not of a confidential nature; and | undoubted that they are now proceediag, in part, at 
whether he will feel himself at liberty now to dis | least, with a view to the contingent possibility of a 
close any of the facts contamed in il? _war with the United States. The general policy of 

Mr. Haralson.—I will state candidly to the gentle- | making additional warlike preparations was distinct- 
man, (though he is a member of the committee on | ly announced, in the speech from the throne, as late 
military affairs, and knows the facts as well as I do,) ba January last, and has since been reiterated by the 
that the communications received, and which were | minister of the crown in both houses of parliament. 
laid before the committee, were of a confidential na- | Under this aspect of our relations with Great Bri- 
ture, and that they did disclose facts in relation to | tain, I cannot doubt the propriety of increasing our 
the defences of the country which it was thought by | means of defence, both by land and sea. This can 
the secretary of war, as well as by the heads of bu-| give Great Britain no cause of offence, nor increase 
who made accompanying reports, that their | the danger of a rupture. If, on the contrary, we 
publication would be detrimental to the public inter- | should fold our arms in security, and at last be sud- 
ests. ; | denly involved in hostilities for the maimtenence of 
Mr. G. Davis.—Will the honorable chairman al- | our just rights, without any adequate preparation, 
low me one word? I rise to mquire whether the | our responsibility to the country would be of the 
number of men—the amount of increase in the army | gravest character. Should collision between the two 
asked for by the executive-—is a confidential fect re- | countries be avoided, as I sincerely trust it may be, 

ed in the discretion and confidence of the commit- the additional charge upon the treasury, in making 























reaus, 








in the event of such a collision, they would be indi,” 
pensable for the maintenance of our national rights 
and national honor. 

I have seen no reason to change or modify the re. 
commendations of my annual message in regard to 
the Oregon question. ‘The notice to abrogate the 
treaty of the 6th August, 1827, is authorised by the 
treaty itself, and cannot be regarded as a warlike 
measure; and J cannot withhold my strong conviction 
that it should be promptly given. The other recom. 
mendations are in conformity with the existing treg. 
ty, and would afford to American citizens in Oregon 
no more than the same measure of protection which, 
has long since been extended to British subjects jn 
that territory. 

The state of our relations with Mexico is stil] jy 
an unsettled condition. Since the meeting of con. 
gress another revolution has taken place in that 
country, by which the government has passed into 
the hands of new rulers. This event has procrasti- 
nated, and may possibly defeat, the settlement of the 
differences between the United States and that coun- 
try. The minister of the United States to Mexico, 
at the dste of the last advices, had not been received 
by the existing authorities. Demonstrations of a 
character hostile to the United States continue to be 
made in Mexico, which has rendered it proper, in 
my judgment, to keep nearly two-thirds of our army 
on our southwestern frontier. In doing this, many 
of the regular military posts have been reduced to a 
small force, inadequate to their defence should an 
emergency arise. 

In view of these ‘‘circumstances,” it is my ‘‘judg- 
ment’* that “an increase of our naval and military 
force is at this time required,” to place the country 
in a suitable state of defence. At the same time, it 
ismy settled purpose to pursue sucha course of 
policy as may be best calculated to preserve, both 
with Great Britain and Mexico, an honorable 
peace; which nothing will so effectually promote 
as unanimity in our councils, and a firm mainten- 


ance of our just rigits. 
JAMES K. POLK. 
Washington, March 24, 1846. 





CONSTITUTION 
of the 
STATE OF TEXAS. 





As it is probable that both senators from the new 
state of Texas, will be on during the present 
or ensuing week to take their seats in the United 
States congress, by way of evincing our cordial 
welcome to the new member of the republic, we 
embrace the oceasion as appropriate for publishing 
in full the constitution which has been adopted by 
the people of Texas, and which now constitutes the 
state government. 

We the people of the republic of Texas, acknow- 
ledging with gratitude the grace and beneficence 
of God, permitting us to makea choice of our 
form of government—do, in accordance with the 
provisions of the joint resolutions for annex- 
ing Texas to the United States, approved, March 
first, one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, 
ordain and establish this constitution. 

ARTICLE FIRST. 
Bili of Rights. 

That the general, great, and essential principles of 
liberty and free government may be recognized 
and established, we declare that— 

Section 1. All political power is inherent in the 
people, and all free governments are founded on theif 
authority, and instituted for their benefit; and they 
have at all times the unalienable right to alter, re- 
form, or abolish their form of government, in such 
manner as they may think expedient. 

Sec. 2. All freemen, when they form a social 
compact, have equal rights; and no man, or set 0 
men, is entitled to exclusive, separate, public emo 
luments or privileges, but in consideration of public 
services. ' 

Sec. 3. No religious test shall ever be required 
as a qualification to any office or public trust in this 
state. , 

Sec. 4, All men have a natural and indefeasible 
right to worship God according to the dictates ° 
their own consciences, no man shali be compelle 
to attend, erect, or support any place of worship, 
to maintain any ministry against his consent; ° 
human authority ought, in any case whatever, \ 
control or interfere with the rights of conscience, |? 
‘matters of religion, and no preference shall ever 
given by law to any religiots societies or modes 24 
worship. But it shall be the duty of the legisiatur 
to pass.such laws as shall be necessary to prote¢ 





tee on military affairs. the necessary preparations, will not be lost; while, 


ment of their own mode of public worsbip. 







every religious denomination in the peaceable enjoy 
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: Sec. 5. Every citizen shall be at liberty to speak, of those departments, shall exercise any power pro-| Sec. 13. Each house may determine the rules 


* write or publish his opinions on any subject, being | perly attached to either of the others, except in the of its own proceedings, punish members for disor- 


responsible for the abuse of that privilege; and no! instances herein expressly permitted. | derly conduct, and with the consent of two-thirds, 
law shall ever be passed, curtailing the liberty of ARTICLE THIRD. | expel a member, but not a second time for the same 
speech or of the press. Legislative Department. beeen 
Sec. 6. In prosecutions for the publication of pa-; Section 1. Every free male person who shall | Sec. 14. Each house shall keep a journal of its 
pers investigating the officia! conduct of officers or men | have attained the age of twenty-one years, and who /own proceedings, and publish the same; and the yeas 
in a public capacity, or where the matter published | shall be a citizen of the United States, or who is at | and nays of the members of either house, on any 
is proper for public information, the truth thereof | the time of the adoption of this constitution by the | question, shall, at the desire of any three members 
may be given in evidence. And in all indictments for | congress of the United States, a citizen of the re-| present, be entered on the journals, 
libels, the jury shall havea right to determine the | public of Texas, and shall have resided in this state Sec. 15. When vacancies happen in either house, 
Jaw and the facts, under the direction of the court as | one year next preceding an election, and the last six the governor, or the person exercising the power of 
jn other cases. months within the district, county, city, or town in the governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such 
Src. 7. The people shall be secure in their per-| which he offers to vote, (Indians not taxed, Africans | vacancies. : 
sons, houses, papers, and possessions, from all un-| and descendants of Africans excepted) shall be Sec. 16. Senators and representatives shall in all 
reasonable seizures or searches, and no warrant to| deemed a qualified elector, and should such qualified cases, except in treason, felony or breach of the 
search any place, or to seize any person or thing, | elector happen to be in any other county situated in | peace, be privileged from arrest during the session 
shall issue without describing them as near as may | the district in which he resides at the time of an | of the legislature, and in going to and returning from 
be; nor without probable cause supported by oath or | election, he shall be permitted to vote for any district the same, allowing one day for every twenty miles 
affirmation. | oflicer; provided, that the qualified electors shall be | such member may reside from the place at which the 
Sec. 8. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused | permitted to vote any « here in the stale for state offi- | levislature is convened, 
shall have a speedy public trial, by an impartial |cers;and provided, further, that no soldier, seaman,| Sec. 17. Each house may punish by imprisonment 
jury; be shall not be compelled to give evidence | or marine, in the army or navy of the U. States shall | during the session, any person not a member, for 
agaist himself; he shall have the right of being | be entitled to vote at any election created by this | disrespectful or disorderly conduct, in its presence; or 
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heard by himself or counsel or both; shall be con- | constitution. 


fronted with the witnesses against him, and shall 


Sec. 2. All free male persons over the age of | 


for obstructing any of its proceedings: pr vided such 
imprisonment shall not at any one time exceed forty- 


have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in| twenty-one years, (Indians not taxed, Africans and eight hours. 

his favor; and no person shall be holden to answer | descendants of Africans excepted,) who shall have | Sec. 18. The doors of each house shall be kept 
for any criminal charge, but on indictment or infor. | resided six months in ‘Texas, immediately preced- | open. : ; 
mation, except in cases arising in the land or naval) ing the acceptance of this constitution by the con-| Sec. 19. Neither house shall without the consent 
forces, or offences agaiust the laws regulating the! gress of the United States, shail he deemed qualified | of the other, adjourn for more than three days; nor 
militia. | ' electors. to any other place than that n which they may be 

Sec. 9. All prisoners shall be builable by sufficient | See. 3. Electors in all cases, shall be privileg- | sitting without the concurrence of both houses. 
sureties unless for capital offences, when the proof|ed from arrest during their attendance atelections | Se, 20. Bills may originate in either honse, and 
is evident or the presumption great, but this provi-| and im going to and returning from the same, ex- | be amended, altered or rejected by the other; but no 
sion shall not be so construed as to prohibit bail|cept in cases of treason, felony, or breach of the | hij] shall have the force of law, until on three seve- 
after indictment found, upon an examiration of the | peace. Be | ral days it be read in each house, and free discussion 
evidence by a judge of the supreme or district} Sec. 4. The legislative powers of this state,| be allowed thereon, unless in case of great emergen- 
court, upon the return of the writ of habeas cor-| shall be vested im two distinet branches: the one | ev, four-fifths of the house in which the bill shall be 
pus, returnable in the county where the offence is; to be styled the senate, and the other the house of! pending, may deem it expedient to dispense with this 
committed. representatives, and both together the ‘legisla | rule; and every bili having pa:sed both houses shall 

Sec. 10. The privilege of the writ of habeas | ture of the State of Texas. The style of Jaws shall | be sizned by the speaker and president of their re- 
corpus shall not be suspended, except when in case be, *Be it enacted by the legistature of the State of | spective houses, 
of rebellion or invasion, the puliic safety may re-| Texas.” | Sec. 21. All bills for raising revenue shall origi- 
quire it. €.. | Sec. 5. The members of the house of represen-| nate in the house of representatives, but the senate 

Sec. 11. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor | tatives shall be chosen by the qualified electors, and | may amend or reject them as other bills. 
excessive fines be imposed, nor cruel or unusual pun- | their term of office shall be two years from the day| See, 92. Aftera bill or resolution has been ei 
ishrent inflicted. Ali courts shal] be open; and every | of the general election; and the sessions of the legis- jected by either branch of the legislature, no bill or 
person, for an injury done him, in his lands, goods, | lature shall be biennial, at such limes as shall be pre- | besalution containing the same substance shall be 
person, or reputation, shall have remedy by due) scribed by law. | passed into a law during the same session. 
course of law. | Sec. 6. No person shall be a representative, un- | Sec. 23. Each member of the legislature shall re- 

Sec. 12. No person for the same cffence shall) jess he be a citizen of the United States, or at the! ceive from the publig treasury, a compensation for 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall a time of the adoption of this constitution, a citizen of his services, which Fray be increased or diminished 
person again be put upon trial for the same of- the republie of ‘Texas, and shall have been an inha- by Jaw; but no increase of compensation shall take 
fence, after a verdict of not guilty; and the right of | pitant of this state two years next preceding his| effect during the session at which such increase shall 
trial by jury shall remain inviolate. ‘election, and the last year thereof a citizen of the | be made. 

Sec. 13. Every citizen shal) have the right to keep | county, city, or town for which he shall be chosen,| Sec. 24. No senator or representative shall, du- 
and bear arms in the Jawful defence of himself and | ang shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, | ring the term for which he may be elected, be eli- 
Wp, atate. | at the time of his election. | gible to any civil office of profit under this state, 

Sec. 14. No bill of attainder, ex post factolaw,| Sec. 7. Allelections by the people shall be held | which shall bave been created, or the emoluments of 
relroactive law impairing the obligations of con-| at such time and places, in the several counties,; which may have been increased during such term; 
tracts, shall be made; and no person’s property shall | cities, or towns, as are now, or may hereafter be de- | and no member of either house of the legislature 
be taken or applied to public use, without adequate | signated by law. shail, during the term for which he 1s elected, be 
compensation being made, unles by the consent of Sec. &. ‘The senators shall be chosen by qualified | eligible to any office or place, the appointment to 
such person. electors for the term of four years; and shall be| which may be made in whole or in part, by either 

Sec. 15. No person shall ever be imprisoned for| divided by lot into two classes as nearly equal as can ‘branch of the legislature, nor shall the members 
debt. be. The seats of senators of the first class shall | thereof be capable of voting for a member of their 

Sec. 16. No citizen-of this state shal] be deprived | be vacated at the expiration of the first two years; | own body, for any office whatever, except it be in 
of life, liberty, property, or privileges, outlawed, ex- | and of the second class at the expiration of four years; such cases as are herein provided. The president 
iled, or in any manner disfranchised, except by due | so that one half thereof shall be chosen biennially | for the time being of the senate, aud speaker of the 
course of the law of the land. thereafter. house of representatives, shall be elected from their 

Sec. 17. The military shall at all times be subor-| Sec. 9. Such mode of classifying new addition. | respective bodies. 
dinate to the civil authority. al senators, shall be observed as will as nearly as | Sec. 25. No judge of any court of law or equity, 

Sec. 18. Perpetuities and monopolies are contra- | possible preserve an equality of numbers in each secretary of state, attorney general, clerk, of any 
ry'to the genius of a free government, and shall | class. ‘ib | court'of records, shetifl! Oe CONeRoK or eae Setid 
never be allowed; nor shall the law of primogeniture) Sec. 10. When a senatorial district shall be holding a lucrative office under the United States, or 
or entailments ever be ip force in this state. composed of two or more counties it shall not be | this state, or any foreign government, shall be eligi- 

Sec 19. The citizens shall have che right, in a separated by any county belonging to another dis- | ble to the legislature, nor shall atthe same time hold 
peaceable manner, to assemble together for their | trict. | or exercise any two offices, agencies, or appointments 
common good, and to apply to those invested with the| $c. 11. No person shall be a senator, unless he | of trust or profit under ths state: Provided, That 
powers of government for redress of grievances, | he a citizen of the United States, or at the time of | offices of the militia, to which there is attached no 
or other purposes, by petition, address, or remons| the acceptance of this constitution by the congress of | annual salary, or the office of the justice of the peace 
strance. : : J the United States, a citizen of the republic of Tex- | shall not be deemed lucrative. 

Sec. 20. No power of suspending Jaws in this state | gs; and shall have been an inhabitant of this state| Src. 26. No person who at any time may have 
shall be exercised, except by the legislature or its | three years next preceding the election; and the last | been a collector of taxes, or who may have been 
authority. j year thereof a resident of the district for which he | otherwise entrusted with public money, shall be eli- 

Sec. 21. To guard against transgressions of the | shaij be chosen, and have attained the age of thirty | gible to the legislature, or to any office of profit or 








high powers herein delegated, we declare that every- years. 


thing in this “bill of rights’? is excepted out of the Sec. 12. The house of representatives, when as- 
general powers of government, and shall forever re- sembled, shall choose a speuker and its other officers, 
main inviolate; and all laws contrary thereto, or to| and the senate shall choose a president for the time 
the following provision, shall be void. 
ARTICLE SECOND. of the qualifications and elections of its own mem- 

Section 1. The powers of the government of the | bers, but contested elections shall be determined in 
State of Texas shail be divided into three distinct | such manner as shall be directed by law: Two-thirds 
departments, and each of them be confided to a se- | of each house shall constitute a quorum to do bust- 
rate body of magistracy, to wit: those which are/| ness, but asmaller number may adjourn from day to 


another; and those which are judicial to another; | in such manner, and under such penalties as each 
and no person or collection of persons, being of one | house may provide. 








being and its other officers. Each housé shal! judge | 


| trust under the state government, until he shall have 
obtained a discharge for the amount of such collec« 
tions, and for all public moneys with which he may 
have been entrusted. 

| Sec. 27. Ministers of the gospel, bemg by their 
_ profession dedicated to God, and the eare of souls, 
‘ought not to be diverted from the great duties of 
| their functions; therefore, no minister of the gospel, 


|or priest of any denomination whatever, shall be 
eligible to the legislature. 
egislative, to one; those which are executive, to | day, and compel the attendance of absent members, | 


Sec. 28. Elections for senators and representative 


| shall be general throughout the state, and shall be 
' regulated by lew. 
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Sec. 29. The legislature shall at their first meet- 
ing, and in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-eight, and fifty, and every eight years there. 
after, cause an enumeration to be made of all the 
free inhabitants (Indians not taxed, Africans and de- 
scendants of Africans excepied,) of the state, desig- 
nating particularly the number of qualified electors, 
anc the whole number of representatives shall, at 
the periods of making such enumeration, be fixed, by 
the legislature, and apportioned among the several 
counties, cilies, or towns, according to the number 
of free population in each; and shall not be Jess than 
forty-five, nor more than ninety. 

Sec. 30. Until after the first enumeration and ap- 
portionment under this constitution, the following 
shall be the apportionment of representatives amongst 
the several counties, viz: 

The county of Montgomery shall elect four re- 

resentatives; the counties of Red River, Harrison, 

acogdoches, Harris, and Washington, shall elect 
three representatives each; the counties of Fan- 
nin, Lamar, Bowie, Shelby, San Augustine, Rusk, 
Houston, Sabine, Liberty, Robertson, Galveston, 
Brazoria, Fayette, Colorado, Austin, Gonzales, 
and Bexar, two representatives each; the counties 
of Jetierson, Jasper, Brazos, Milam, Bastrop, Tra- 
vis, Matagorda, Jackson, Fort Bend, Victoria, Re- 
fugio, Goliad, and San Patrico, one representative 
each. 


Sec. 31. The whole number of senators shall at 
the next session after the several periods of making 
the enumeration, be fixed by the legislature and ap- 
portioned among the several districts to be establish. 


ed by law, according to the number of qualified | 


electors, and shall never be jess than nineteen, nor 
more than thirty-one. 

Sec. 32. Until the first enumeration, as provided 
for by this constitution, the senatorial districts shall 
be as follows, to wit: ‘The counties of Fannin and 
Lamar, shall constitute the first district, and elect 
Ohne senator; the counties of Red River and Bowie, 
the second district, and elect one senator, the coun- 
ties of Fannin, Lamar, Red River, and Bowie, con- 


joinuy, shall elect ove senator; the county of Har- | 


rison, the third district, shall elect one senator; the 
counties of Nacogdoches, Rusk, and Houston, the 
fourth district, shall elect two senators; the counties 
of San Augustine and Shelby, the fifth district, shali 


elect one senator; the counties of Sabine and Jasper, | 


the sixth district, shall elect one senator; the coun- 
ties of Liberty and Jeiierson, the seventh cistrict, 
Shall elect one senator; the counties of Robertson 
and Brazos, the eighth district, shall elect one sena- 
toi; ite county of Montgomery, the minth district 
shail elect one senator; the couaty of Harris, the 
tenih district, shail elect ope senator; the county of 
Galvesion, the eleventh district, shall elect one se- 
nator; the counties of Brazoria and Matagorda, the 
twelfth distiict, shall elect one senator, the counties 
of Austin and Fort Bend, the thirteenth district, 
shall elect one senator; the counties «f Colorado 
and Fayette, the fourteenth district, shall elect one 
Senator; the counties of Bastrop and ‘Travis, the 
fifteenth district, shall elect o.e senator; the coun- 
ties of Washington and Milain, the sixteenth district, 
shall elect one senator; the counties of Victoria, 
Gonzales, and Jackson, the seventeenth district, shall 
elect oue senator; the county of Bexar, the eighteenth 
district, shall elect ove senator; and the couaties ol 
Goliad, Refugio, and San Patricio, the nineteenth 
disirict, shail eiect one senator. 

Sec. 33. The first session of the legislature, 
after the adoption of this constitution by the con 
gress of the United States, shaii be held at the 
cily of Austin, the present seat of government and 
thereafter, until the year One thousand eight hun- 
dicd and fifty; aller which period, tne seat of go- 
verumeat shali be permanently located by the peu 

le. 

Sec. 34. The members of the legislature shall al 
their first session, receive from the treasury of the 
stale, as their Compensation, three dvuilars for each 


F 





number of votes given in, then the governor shall issue 
his proclamation for an election to be holden in the 
samme manner un the Ist Monday in October, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty, between the two places 
having the highest number of votes at the first elec- 
tion. The election shall be conducted in the same 
manner as at the first, and the returns made to the 
governor and the place having the highest number 
of votes shall be the seat of government for the time 
herein before provided. 


ARTICLE FOURTH. 
Judicial Department. 

Secrion 1. The judicial power of this state, 
shall be vested in one supreme court, in district 
courts, and in such inferior courts, as the legisla- 
ture may from time to. time ordain and establish, 
and such jurisdiction may be vested in corporation 
courts, as may be deemed necessary, and be direct- 
ed by law. 

_ Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consits of a chief 
justice and two associates, any two of whom shail 
form a quorum. 

Sec. 3. The supreme court shall have appellate 
jurisdiction only, which shall be co-extensive with 
the limits of the state, but in criminal cases and in 
appeals from interlocutory judgments, with such 
exceptions and under such regulations as the legisla- 
ture shall make; and the supreme court and judges 
thereof, shall have power to issue the writ of habeas 
corpus, and under such regulations as may be pre- 
scribed by law, may issue writs of mandamus, and 
such other writs as shall be necessary to enforce its 
own Jurisdiction; and also to compel a judge of 
the district court to proceed to trial and judgment in 
a cause; and the supreme court shall hold its ses-ions 
| once every year, between the months of Octuber and 
| June inclusive, at not more than three places in the 
| state. 
| Sec. 4. The supreme court shall appoint its own 
clerks, who shall bold their offices for four years, and 
be subject to removal by said court for neglect of 
| duty, misdemeanor 1n office, and such other cases as 
| may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 5. The governor shall nominate, and by and 
| with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the sen- 
j; ale, shall appoint the judges of the supreme and 
district courts, and they shall hold their offices for 
| six years. 
| Sec. 6. The state shall be divided into convenient 
| judicial districts. For each district there shall be 
appointed a judge who shall reside in the same, and 

hold the courts at one place in each county, and at 
jeast twice in each year, in such mode as may be pre- 
sertbed by jaw. 

Sec. 7. The judges of the supreme court shall re- 
ceive as a salary not less than two thousand dollars 
| annually, aud the judges of the district court a sala- 
ry not less than seventeen hundred and fifty dollars, 
, annually, and the salaries of the judges shall not be 
increased or diminished during their continuance in 
| office. 

Sec. 8. The judges of the supreme and district 
‘court, shall be removed by the guvernor, on the ad- 
dress of two-thirds of each house of the legislature, 
| for wilful neglect of duty, or other reasonable cause, 
|'which shall not be sufficient groung for impeact- 
| meni; provided, however, that the cause or causes 
| for which such removal shall be required, shali be 





‘stated at length in such address, and entered on 
| the journals of each house; and provided, further, 
lihat the cause or causes shall be notified to the 
judge so intended to be removed; and he shail 
be admitted to a hearing in his own defence, be- 
'fore any vote for such address shall pass; and in 
all such case the vote shall be taken by yeas and 
pays, and entered on the journals of each house re- 
spectively. 

Sec. 9. All judges of the supreme aad district 
courts shall by virtue of their offices, be conserva- 
‘tors of the peace throughtout the state. The style 
‘of all writs and process, shall be “The State of 


~Texus.” All prosecutions shall be carried on in the 


day, they shal! be in alleudance on, and three dollars same and by authority of the ‘State of Texas,” 


for every (wenty-five miles travelling to and trom the 


and conclude ‘tagaiast the peace and dignity of the 


piace of convening tbe legislature. | state.” 


Sec. 35. In order to settie permanently the seat | tric : 
| jurisdiction of ail criminal cases, of all suits in behalf 


of government, an election shall be holden througn- 
Out the siale, at the usual places of holding elections, 
on the first Monday in March, one thousand eight 
hundred and filty; which shail be conducted accord- 
ing to law,—at which time, the people shall vote 
for such place as they may see proper for the seat 
of government. The returns of said election to be 
transmitied to the governor by the first Monday tn 
June, if eiiher place voted for shall have a majurily 
of the whole number of yotes cast then the same 
shall be the permanent seat of government until the 
year one thousand eight hundred and seventy, unless 
the state shall sooner be divided. But in case neither 
place voted for shall have the majority of the whole 


Sec. 10. The district court shall have origina 


‘of the state to recover penalties, forfeitures, and 
escheats, and of all cases of divorce, and of all 
/Suiis, complaints, and pleas whatever, without re- 
gard tu any distinction between law and equity, 
when the matter in controversy shall be valued at, 
or amount to, one bundred dollars, exciusive of in- 
terest; and the said courts, or judges thereof, shall 
have power to issue all writs necessary to enforce 
their owo jurisdiction, and give them a general 
superintendence and control over interior jurisdic- 
lions. 

And in the trial of ail crimina) cases, the jury 
trying the same shall find and assess the amount of 


' 
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punishment to be inflicted, or fine imposed; except in 
capital cases, and where the punishment or fine im- 
posed shall be specifically imposed by law, 

Sec. 11. There shall be a clerk of the districz 
court for each county, who shall be elected by the 
qualified voters for members of the legislature, and 
who shall hold his office for four years, subject to 
removal by information, or by presentment of q 
grand jury, and conviction of a petit jury. In case 
of vacancy, the judge of the district shall have the 


power to appoint a clerk until a regular election can 
be held. 


Sec. 12. The governor shall nominate, and b 
and with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the 
senate, appoint an attorney general, who shall hold 
his office fur two years, and there shall be elected 
by joint vote of both houses of the legislature, a 
district attorney for each district, who shall hold his 
office for two years; and the duties, salaries, and per- 
quisities of the attorney general, and district attor- 
neys, shall be prescribed by law. 


Sec. 13. There shall be appointed for each county, 
a convenient number of justices of the peace, one 
sheriff, one coroner, and a sufficient number of con- 
stables, who shall hold their offices for two years, to 
be elected by the qualified voters of the district 
or county, as the legislature may direct. Justices of 
the peace, sheriff, and coroner, shall be commussion- 
ed by the governor. The sheriff shall not be eligible 
more than four years in every six. 


Sec. 14. No judge shall sit in any case wherein 
he may be interested, or where either of the parties 
may be connected with him by affinity or consangu- 
nity, Within such degrees as may be prescribed by 
law, or where he shall have been of counsel in the 
cause. When the supreme court or any two of its 
members shall be thus disqualified to hear and de- 
termine any cause or causes in said court, or when 
no judgment can be rendered in any case or cases 
in said court, by reason of the equal division of opin- 
ion of said judges, the same shail be certified to the 
governor ol the state, who shall immediately com- 
mission the requisite number of persons learned in 
the law, for trial and deterinination of said case or 
cases. When the judges of the district court are 
thus disqualified, the parties may, by consent, ap- 
point a proper person to try the said case; and the 
judges of the said courts may exchange districts, or 
hold courts for each other, when they may deem it 
expedient. and shall do so when directed by law.— 
The disqualifications of judges of inferior tribunals, 
shall be remedied as may hereafter be by law pre- 
scribed. 

Sec. 15. Iuferior tribunals shall be established in 
each couuly for appointing guardians, granting let- 
ters testamentary, and of administration; for set- 
tling the accounts of executors, administrators, and 
guardians, and for the transaction of business ap- 
pertaining to estates; and the district court shall 
have original and appellate jurisdiction, and general 
contro! over the said inferior tribunals, and origival 
jurisdiction and control over executors, administra- 
tors, guardians, and minors, under such regulation as 
may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. La the trial of all eauses in equity in the 
district court,-the plaintiff or defendant, shall upon 
application made in open court, have the right of trial 
by jury, to be governe! by the rules aod regulations 
prescribed in trials at law. 

Sec. 17. Justices of the peace shall have such 
civil and criminal jurisdiction, as shall be provided 
for by taw. 


Sec. 18. In all causes arising out of a contract, 
before any inferior judicial tribunal when the amount 
in controversy shati exceed ten dollars, the plaintiff 
or defendant shall upon application to the presiding 
officer, have the right of trial by jury. 

Sec. 19. In ali cases where justices of the peace 
or other judicial oliicers of inferior tibunals shall 
have jurisdiction in the trial of causes where the 
penaity for the violation of a law is fine or imprison- 
ment, (except in cases of contempt,) the accused 
shall have the right of trial by jury. 


ARTICLE FIFTH. 
Executive Department. 


Sec. 1. The supreme executive power of this state 
shall be vested in a chief magistrate, who shall be 
styled the governor of the state of Texas. 

Sec. 2. ‘The governor shall be elected by the quali- 
fied electors of the state, at the time and places of 
elections fur meusbers of the legisiature. 


Sec. 3. The returns of every election for governor, 
until otherwise provided by jaw, shall be made out, 
sealed up and transaitted to the seat of government, 
and directed to the speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives, who shali, during the first week of the 
session of the legislature thereafter, open and pub- 
lish them in the presence of both houses of the legis- 
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lature;. the person having the highest number of 
ag 8 liar constitutionally eligible, sha!l be de- 
clated. by the speaker, under the direction of the 
legislature, to be governor; but if two or more per- 
sons.,shall have the highest and an equc! number of 
votes, one of them shall be immediately chosen go- 
yernor by joint vote of both houses of the legisla. 
ture. ntested elections for governor shall be de- 
termined by both houses of the legislature. 

Sec. 4. The governor shall bold his office for the 











term: of two.years from the regular time of installa- | shall be kept by the governor and used by him offici- 


tion, and until his successor shal! be duly qualified, 
but shall not be eligible for more than four years in 
any. term of six years; he shall be at least thirty 
years of age, shall be a citizen of the United States, 
or a citizen of the state of ‘Texas, at the time of the 
adoption of this constitution, and shall have resided 
in the same three years immediately preceding his 
election. 

Sec. 5. He shall, at stated times, receive a com- 
pensation for his services, which shall not be in- 
creased or diminished during the term for which he 
shall have been elected. ‘The first governor shall 
receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars; 
and. no more, 

Sec. 6. The governor shall be commander in chief 
of the army and navy of this state, and of the militia, 
except when they shall be called into the service of 
the United States. 

Sec. 7. He may require information, in writing, 
from the officers of the executive department on 
any subject relaiing to the duties of their respective 
offices. 


Sec. 8. He may, by proclamation, on extraordi- 
nary occasions, convene the legislature at the seat of 
government, or at a different place, if that should be 
in the actual possession of a public enemy; tm case 
of disagreement between the two houses with respect 
to the adjournment, he may adjourn them to such 
time as he shall think proper, not beyond the day of 
the next regular meeting of the legislatnre. 

Sec. 9. He shali from time to time, give the legis- 
lature information, in writing, of the state of the 
government, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he may deem expediert. 


_ the time being. 


compensation which the governor would have re-| 
ceived, had he been employed in the duties of his | 
office. {f the lieut. governor shall be required to ad- 
minister the government, and shall, whilst in such 
administration, die, resign, or be absent from the 
state, during the recess of the legislature, it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of state to convene the 
senate for the purpose of choosing a president for | 


Sec. 14. There shall be a seal of the state, which 


ally. The said seal shall be a star of five points, en- 
circled by an olive and live oak branches, and the 
words ‘*The state of Texas.” 

Src. 15. All commissions shall be in the name and 
by the authority of the state of Texas, be sealed 
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Sec. 2. Any person who conscientiously scruples 
to bear arms, shall not be compelled to do so, but 
shall pay an equivalent for personal service. 

Sec. 3. No licensed minister of the gospel shall 
be required to perform military duty, work on roads, 
or serve on juries in this state. 

Sec. 4. The governor shall have power to call 
forth the militia to execute the laws of the state, to 
suppress insurrections and to repel invasions. 


ARTICLE SEVENTH. 
General Provisions. 

Section 1. Meinbers of the legislature and all 
officers, before they enter upon the duties of their 
offices, shall take the following oath or affirmation, 
“1 (A. B.) do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) that | 
will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform 
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‘he shall return it with his objections to the house in 





tested by the secretary of state. 


advice and consent of the senate, and shall continue | 


elect. Heshall keep a fair register of all official | 
required, lay the same, and all papers, minutes, and 

vouchers, relative thereto, before the legislature, or 

either house thereo!, and shall perform such other 

duties as may be required of him by law. 


Sec. 17. Every bill which shall have passed both 
houses of the legislature shall be presented to the 
governor; if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, 


which it shall have originated, who shall enter the 
objections at large upon the journals, and proceed to | 
reconsider it; if after such reconsid ration, two- 





house, by which it shail tikkewise be reconsidered; it | 
approved by two thirds of the members present of 
that house, it shall become a law, but in such cases, 
the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the members voting for 
or against the bill, shall be entered on the journals of 
each house, respectively; if any bill shall not be re- 
turned by the governor within five days, Sundays ex- 








Sec. 10. He shall take care that the laws be faith- 
fully executed. 

Sec. 11. lo all criminal cases, except in those of 
treason and impeachment, he shall | ave power, aiter 
conviction, to grant repricves and pardons; and un- 
der such rules ae the legislature may prescribe, lie 
shail have power to remit fines and forfeitures. Ly 
case of treason, he shall have power, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate, to grant re- 
prieves and pardons; and he way, in the recess of 
the senate, respite the sentence untii the end of the 
next session oi the legislature. 

Sec. 12. There shall also be a lieutenant governor, 
who shail be chosen at every election for governor 
by the same persons, and in the same mainer; con- 
tinuance in office for the same lime, and possess the 
same qualifications. In voting for governor and 
lieut. governor, the electors shall distinguish for 
whom they vote as governor, and for whom as lieut. 
governor. The lieut. governor shall, by virtue of 
his office, be president of the senate, and have, when 
in committee of the whole, a righi to debate and 
vote on all questions, and when the senate is equally 
divided to give the casting vote. lo case of the 
death, resignation, removal from office, inability or 
refusai of the governor to serve, or of his 1mpeach- 
ment or absence from the state, the licut. governor 
shall exercise the powers and authority appertaining 
to the office of governor unti] another be chosen at 
the periodical election for governor, and be duly 
qualified, or until the governor, impeached, absent, or 
disabled, shali be acquitted, return, or his disability 
be removed. 


Sec. 13. Whenever the government shall be ad- 
ministered by the lieut. governor, or be shall be una- 
ble to attend as president of the senate, the senate 
shall elect one of their own members as president 
for the time being. And if, during the vacancy of 
the office of governor, the lieut. governor shall die, 
resign, reiuse to serve, or be removed from office, 
or be unable to serve, or if he shail be impeached, 
or absent from the states, the president of the senate 
for the time being. shall, in like manner, administer 
the government until he sha!l be superceded by a go- 
Vernor or lieut. governor; the lieut. governor shall, 
whilst he acts as president of the senate, receive for 
his services the same compensation which shall be 
allowed to the speaker of the house of representa- 
tives, and no more, and during the time he adminis- 
ters the government as governor, shall receive the 
same compensation which governor would have re- 
ceived had he been employed in the duties of his 
office; and no more. The president for the time be- 
ing of the senate shall, during the time he adminis- 
ters the government, receive in like manner the same 


| cepted, after it shail have been presented to him, the 


'day previous to the adjournment of the legislature, | 
and not returned to the house in which it originated, | 
| before its adjournment, shall become a law, aud | 
‘have the same force and effect, as if signed by the 
‘governor. | 
| Sec. 18. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which | 
| the concurrence of both houses of the lagislature 
| may be necessary, except on questions of adjourn: | 
| ment, shall be presented to the governor, and before 
it shall take effect, be approved by him; or, being | 
disapproved, shall be repassed by both houses accord- | 
ing to the rules and limitations preseribed in the 
case of a bill. 

Sec. 19. The governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of two-thirds of the senate, shall ap- 
point a convenient number of notaries public—not 
exceeding six for each county—who, in addition to 
such duties as are prescribed by law, shaJl discharge 
such other duties as the legislature may, from time | 
to time, prescribe. 

Sec. 20. Nominations to fill all vacancies that} 
may have occurred during the recess, shall be made 
to the senate during the first ten days of its session. | 
And should any nomination so made be rejected, the | 
same individual shall not again be nominated during | 
the session to fill the same office.. And should the 
governor fail to make nominations to fill any vacancy, | 
during the session of the senate, such vacancy shal) | 
not be filled by the governor untii the next meeting 
of the senate. 

Sec. 21. The governor shall reside, during the 
session of the legislature, at the piace where their 
sessions may be held, and at all other times wher- 
ever, in their opinion, the public good may require. 

Sec. 22. No person holding the oflice of governor, 
shall hold any other oflice or commission, civil, or | 
military. 

Sec. 23. A state treasurer and comptroller of pub- | 
lic accounts shall be biennially elected by the joint | 
ballot of both houses of the legislature, and in case 
of vacancy in either of said offices during the recess 
of the legisiature, such vacancy shall be filled by 
the governor, which appointment shall continue un- 


} 
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thereafter. 


ARTICLE SIXTH. 
Militia. 





the United States in relation thereto. 


with the state seal, signed by the governor and at- | }) the duties incumbent on me as 


accord: 








‘ ing to the best of my skill and ability, agreeably to 
Sec. 16. There shall be a secretary of state, Who! the constitution and laws of the United States, 
shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the | ang of this state; 


and I do further solemnly swear 


é ) (or affirm,) that since the adoption of this constitu- 
in office during the term of service of the governor | tion by the congress of the United States, 


I, being 


a citizen of this state, have not foughta duel with 


acts and proceedings of the governor, and shall, when | deadly weapons within this state, or out of it; nor 


have [sent or accepted a challenge to fight a duel 





with deadly weapons, nor have I acted as second 


in carrying a challenge, or aided, advised, or assist- 
ed any person thus offending—so help me God.” 

Sec. 2. Treason against this state, shall consiat 
only in levying war against it or in adhering to its 
enemies—giving them aid and comfort; and no per- 
son shal] be convicted of treason, unless on the testi- 
mony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or his 
own confession in open court. 


Sec 3. Every person shall be disqualified from 


thirds of the »-embers present shail agree to pass the | hiding any office of trust or profit in this state, 
bill, it shall be sent, wiih the objections, to the other | who shall have been convicted of having giver or 


offered a bribe to procure his election or appoint- 
ment, 

Sec. 4. Laws shall be made, to exclude from of- 
fice, serving on juries, and from the right of suffrage, 


| those who shal] hereafter be convicted of bribery, 


perjury, forgery, or other high crimes. The privi- 
lege of free suffrage shall be supported by laws 
regulating elections, and prohibiting under ade- 


/quate penalties, all undue influence thereon, from 


‘same shall be a law in like manner, as if he had | power, bribery, tumult, or other improper c- 
. . : | : Y; ? prop pra 
| signed it. Every bill presented to the governor one | tice, 


Sec 5. Any citizen of this state, who shall, after 
the adoption of this constitution, fight a duel with 
deadly weapons or send or aceept a challenge to 
fight a duel with deadly weapons, either within the 
state or out of it, or who shall act as second, or kuow- 
ingly aid and assist, in any manner, those thus offend- 
Wig, shall be deprived of holding any office of trust or 
profit under this state. 

Sec. 6. In all elections by the people, the vote 
shuli be by ballot, until the legislature shali other- 
wise direct; and in all elections by the senate and 
house of representatives, jointly or separately, the 
vote shall be given viva voce, except in the election 
of their officers. 

Sec. 7. The legislature shall provide by law, for 
the compensation of all officers, servants, agents, 
and public contractors not provided for by this con- 


| stitution; and shall not grant extra compensation to 


any officer, agent, servant, or public contractor, 
after such public service sha!l have been performed, 
or contract entered into for the performance of the 


| Same; nor grant by appropriation or otherwise, any 


amount of money out of the treasury of the state, 
to any individual, on aclaim real or peretended, where 
the same shall not have been provided for by pre- 
existing law. Provided, that nothing in this see- 
lion Shall be so construed as to affect the elaims of 
persons against the republic of Texas, heretofore 
existing. 

Sec. 8. No money shall be drawn from the trea- 
sury, but in pursuance of specific appropriations 
made by law; wor shall any appropriation of money 
be made for a longer term than two years, except 
fer purposes of education; and no appropriation for 
private or individual purposes of internal improve- 
ment, shall be made without the eoncurrence of two- 
thirds of both houses of the legislature. A regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of all public money, shall be published annu- 
ally, in such manner as shall be prescribed by law. 
Aud in no ease Shall the Jegislature bave the power 
to issue treasury warrants, treasury notes, or pa- 


| per of any description intended to circulate as mo- 
til the close of the next session of the legislature | 4 4 


ney. 

Sec. 9. All civil officers shall reside within the 
state; and al} district or county officers, within their 
districts or counties; and shall keep their offices at 


Section 1. The legislature shall provide, by law, | such places therei:, as may be required by law, 
for organizing and disciplining the militia of this | The 
state, in such manner as they shail deem expedient, | by this constitution, shall never exceed four years, 
not incompatible with the constitution and laws of | 


Sec. 10. The duration of all offices not fixed 


Sec. 11. Absence on the business of this state, 


| or of the United States, shall not forfeit a residence 
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once obtained, so as to deprive any one of the right 
of suffrage, or of being elected or appointed to any 
office under the exceptions contained in this consti- 
tution. 

Sec. 12. The legislature shall have power to pro- 
vide for deductions from the salaries of public offi- 
cers, who may neglect the performance of any duty 
that may be assigned them by law. 

Sec. 13. No member of congress nor person hold- 
ing or exercising any office of profit or trust under 
the United States, or either of then, or under any 
foreign power, shall be eligible as a member of the 
legislature, or hold or exercise any office of profit or 
trust under this state. 

Sec. 14. The legislature shall provide forachange 
of venue in civil and criminal cases; and for the 
erection of a penitentiary at as early a day as prac- 
ticable. 

Sec. 15. It shall be the duty of the legislature to 
pass such laws as may be necessary and proper to 
decide differences by arbitration, when the parties 
shall elect that method of trial. 

Sec. 16. Within five years after the adoption of 
this eonstifution, the laws civil and criminal, shall 
be revised, digested, arranged, and published in such 
manner as the legislatnre shall direct, and a like re- 
vision, digest, and publication, shall be made every 
ten years thereafter. 

Sec 17. No lottery shall be authorized by this 
state; and the buying or selling of lottery tickets 
within this state is prohibited. 

Sec. 18. No divorce shall be granted by the legis- 


lature. 


Sec. 19. All property, both real and personal, of | 


the wife, owned or claimed by her before marriage, 
and that acquired afterwards by gift, devise, or de- 
scem, shall be her separate property; and laws shal] 
be passed more clearly defining the rights of the wife, 
in relation as well to her separate property, as that 
held in common with ber hushand. 


separate property. 

Sec. 20. The rights of property and of action 
which have been acquired under the constitution and 
laws of the republic of Texas, shall not be divested; 
nor shali any rights or actions which have been di- 
vested, barred, or declared null and void by the con- 
stitution and laws of the republic of Texas, be re- 
invested, revived, or reinstated by this constitution; 
but the same shall remain precisely in the situation 
which they were before the adoption of this consti- 
tution. 

Sec. 21. All claims, locations, surveys, grants, 
and titles to land, which are declared null and void 
by the constitution of the republic of Texas, are 
and the same shall remain forever null and void, 

Src. 22. ‘he legislature shall have power to pro- 
tect by jaw, from forced sale, a certain portion of the 
property of all heads of families. The homestead 
of a family not to exceed two hundred acres of land, 
(not included in town or city,) or any town or city 
lot or lots, in value not to exceed two thousand dui- 
lars, shall not be subject to forced sale for any debts 
hereafter contracted, nor shall the owner, if a mar- 
ried man, be at liberty to alienate the same, unless 
by the consent of the wife, in such manner as the 
Jegislature may hereafter point out. 

Sec. 23. The legislature shall provide in what 
eases officers shall continue to perform tle duties of 
their offices, until their successors shall be duly quali- 
jed. 

Sec. 24. Every law enacted by the legislature shall 
embrace but one object, and that shall be expressed 
in the title. 


Sec. 25. No law shall be revised or amended by | 


reference to its Lifle; bul in such case, the act revis 
ed, or section amended, shall be re-enacted, and pub- 
lished at length. 

Sec. 26. No person shall hold or exercise at the 
same time, more than one civil office of emolument, 
except thal of justice of the peace. ; 

Sec. 27. Taxation shall be equal and uniform 
throughout the state. All property in this state 
shall be taxed in proportion to ils value, to be ascer- 
tained as directed by law, except such property as | 
two-thirds of both boyses of the legislature may | 
think proper to exempt from taxation. The legisla. | 
jure sbail have power to Jay an income tax, and to | 
tax all persens pursuing gpy occupation, trade, or 
profession. Provided tha} the term occupation, shall 
not be construed to apply to pursuits either agricul- 
tural or mechanical. 

Suc. 23. The legislature shall have power to pro- 
vide by law for exempting from taxation two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars warth of household furpiture, 
or other property belonging to each fairly in this 
Siate. 

Sec. 29. The assessor and callector of taxes, shall 
be appointed in such manner, and under such regu- 
jations, as the legisigture may direct. 





| numbers, to the right of separate representation. 


Laws shall also | 
be passed providing fur the registration of the wife's | 
|of the supreme and district courts, are hereby fixed 


| of representatives, for the consideration of the peo- 


| in other states or territories. 








Sec. 30. No corporate body shall hereafter be 
created, renewed, or extended, with banking or dis- 
counting privileges. 

Sec. 31. No private corporation shall be created, 
unless the bill creating it, shall be passed by two- 
thirds of both houses of the legislature; and two- 
thirds of the legislature shall have power to revoke 
and repeal all private corporations, by making com- 
pensation for the franchise. And the state shall not 
be part owner of the stock or property belonging to 
any corporation. 

Sec. 32. The legislature shall prohibit by law in- 
dividuals from issuing bills, checks, promissory notes, 
or other paper to circulate as money. 

Sec. 33. The aggregate amount of debt hereafter 
contracted by the legislature, shall never exceed the 
sum of one hundred thousaad dollars, except in case 
of war, to repel invasions, or suppress insurrec- 
tions. And in no case shall any amount be borrow- 
ed, except by a vote of two-thirds of both houses of 
the legislature. 

Sec. 34. The legislature shall at the first session 
thereof, and may at any subsequent session, establish 
new counties for the convenience of the inhabitants 
of such new county or counties. Provided, that no 
new county shall be established which shall reduce 
the county or counties, or either of them, from which 
it shall be taken, to a less area than nine hundred 
square miles, (except the county of Bowie,) unless 
by consent of twoethirds of the legislature; nor shall 
any county be laid off of less contents. Every new 
counly, as to the right of suffrage and representa- 
tion, shall be considered as part of the county or 
counties from which it was taken, until entitled by 


Sec. 35. No soldier shall in time of peace, be 
quartered in the house, or within the enclosure of 
any individual, without the consent of the owner; 
nor in time of war, but in a manner prescribed by 
law, 

Sec. 36. The salaries of the governor and judges 





-at the minimum established in the constitution, and 
| shall not be increased for ten years. 

Sec. 37. Mode of amending the constitution. The 
| legislature, whenever two thirds of each house shal! 
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this 
constitution; which proposed amendments shall be 
duly published in the public prints of the state, at 
least three months before the next general election 





| ple; and it shall be the duty of the several returning 
| officers, at the next elections, which shall be thus 
| holden, to open a poll, and make a return to, the se- 
cretary of state, of the names of all those voting for 
representatives, who have voted on such proposed 
amendments; and if thereupon it shall appear that a 
| majority of all the citizens of this state, voting for 
representatives, have voted in favor of such proposed 
‘amendments, and two-thirds of each house of the’ 
next iegisisture, shall, after such election, and before 
| another, ratify the same amendments by yeas and 
| nays, they shall be valid to all intents and purposes, 
j as parts of this constitution; Provided, that the said 
| proposed amendments shall at each of the said ses- 
| sions, have been read on three several days in each 
house. 


ARTICLE EIGHTH. 
Slaves. 

| Secrion 1. The legislature shall have no power 
| to pass laws for the emancipation of slaves, without 
| the consent of their owners; nor without paying their 
| owners previous to such emancipation, a full equiva: 
| lent in money, for the slaves so emancipated. ‘hey 
shall have no power to prevent emigrants to this 
state, from bringing with them such persons as are 
| deemed slaves by the laws of any of the United 
| States, so long as any person of the same age or de- 
'scription shall be continued in slavery, by the laws 
of this state: provided, that such slave be the bona 
fide property of such emigrants: provided, also, that 


| laws shal) be passed to inhibit the introduction, into 
| this state, of slaves who have committed high crimes 





lt st 


en 


shall have no power to deprive them of an impartial 
trial by a petit jury. 

Sec. 3. Any person who shall maliciously dis- 
member or deprive a slave of life, shall suffer such 
punishment as would be inflicted in case the like of- 
fence had been committed upon a free white person 
and on the like proof, except in ease of insurrection 
of such slave. 

ARTICLE NINTH. 
Impeachment. 

Section 1. The power of impeachment shall be 
vested in the house of representatives, 

Sec. 2. Impeachinerts of the governor, lieutenant 
governor, attorney general, secretary of state, trea- 
surer, comptroller, and of the judges of the district 
courts, shall be tried by the senate. 

Sec. 3. Impeachments of judges of the supreme 
court shall be tried by the senate. When sitting as 
a court of impeachment, the senators shall be upon 
oath or affirmation; and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of the senators 
present. 

Sec 4. Judgment in cases of impeachment shal] 
extend only to removal from office of honor, trust, 
or profit, under this state; but the parties convicted 
shall, nevertheless, be subject to indictment, trial, 
and punishment according to law. 

Sec. 5. All officers against whom articles of im- 
peachment may be preferred, shall be suspended 
from the exercise of the duties of their office during 
the pendency of such impeachment. The appoint- 
ing power may make a provisional appointment, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the suspension of an 
officer, until the decision on the impeachment. 

Sec. 6. The legislature shail provide for the trial, 
punishment, and removal from office of all other of- 
ficers of the state, by indictment or otherwise. 


ARTICLE TENTH. 
Education. 

Section |. A general diffusion of knowledge be- 
ing essential to the preservation of the rights and 
liberties of the people, it shall be the duty of the 
legislature of this state, to make suitable provision 
for the support and maintenance of publie schools. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall, as eariy as practi- 
cable, establish free schools throughout the state, 
and shall furnish means for their support, by taxa- 
tion on property; and it shall be the duty of the legis- 
lature to set apart not less than one-tenth of the an- 
nual revenue of the state derivable from taxation, as 
a perpetual fund, which fund shall be appropriated 
to the support of free public schools; and no law 
shall ever be made diverting said fund to any other 
use; and until such time as the legislature shall pro- 
vide for the establishment of such schools, in the se- 
veral districts of the state, the fund thus created 
shall remain a5 a charge against the state passed to 
the credit of the free common school fund. 

Sec. 3. All public lands which have been hereto- 
fore, or which may hereafter be granted for public 
schools, to the various counties or other political di- 
visions in this state, shall not be alienated in fee, nor 
disposed of otherwise than by lease, for a term not 
exceeding twenty years, in such manner as the legis- 
lature may direct. 

Sec. 4. The several counties in this state, which 
have not received their quantum of lands, for the 
purpose of education, shall be entitled to the same 
quantity heretofore appropriated by the congress of 
the republic of ‘Texas, to other counties. 

ARTICLE ELEVENTH. 

Section 1. Allcertificates for head-right claims to 
lands issued to fictitious persons, or which were 
forged; and all locations and surveys thereon, are, 
and the same were null and void from the beginning. 

Sec. 2. The district courts shail be opened until 
the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-seven, for the establishment of certificate for 
head rights not recommended by the commissioners 


| appointed under the act to detect fraudulent land cer- 
| tificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal 


claimants; and the parties suing shall produce the 
hike proof, and be subject to the requisitions which 





They shall have the 
right to pass Jaws to permit the owners of slaves to 
emancipate them, saving the rights of creditors, and 
preventing them from becoming a public charge.— 


''Phey shall have full power to pass jaws, which will 


oblige the owners of slaves to treat them with hu- 
manity; to provide for them necessary food and 
clothing; to abstain from al] injuries to them, ex- 
tending to life or limb; and in case of their neglect 
or refusal to comply with the directions of such 
| laws, (o have such slave or slaves taken from such 
‘owners, and sold for the benefit of such owner or 
owners They may pass laws to prevent siqves 
‘fpom being brought into this state as merchandige 
only. 

Src. 2. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of 
a higher grade than petit Jarceny, the legislature 


were necessary and were prescribed by law, to sus- 
‘tain the original application for the said certificates 
| above referred to, not established or sued upon before 
| the period limited, shall be barred; and the said cer- 
tificates and all jocations and surveys thereon, shall 
be forever nuli and void; and all re-locatjons made 
| op such surveys, shali not be disturbed until the cer- 
tificates are established as above directed, 
ARTICLE TWELFTH; 
Land Office. 
Section 1. There shall be one general land office 


where all titles which haye heretofore emanated, or 
may hereafter emanate from government, shall be 
registered. And the legislature may establish from 
time to time, such subordinate offices as they may 
deem requisiic, 





in the state, which shall be at the seat of government, 
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THE SIKH WAR IN INDIA. an advanced force, to be in readiness for marching | wassuch as might have been expected from troops 
ANNEXATION. at the shortest notice. 'who had everything at stake, and who had long 
On the 22d of November he was informed that | Yaunted as being irresistible. Their ample and ex- 


: the Sikh army intended immediately to advance to! tende:! line, from their superiority of numbers, far 
The monarchs of Europe are exceedingly uneasy | ine frontier aa invade the British weiter. it was | oulflanked ours; but this was counteracted by the 
it seems at the success of the republican system of an- | said that the Sikh army was to be divided into seven | fank movements of our cavalry. The attack of the 


: : verre _| divisions, five of which were to at ve separate | infantry now commenced; and the roll of fire from 
nexation, as Higairgtod partes sine: te by pid velats. Phe rh ed 5 na a mtn this powerful arm soon convinced the Sikh ariny 
States confederation, of the Louisiana region from ; : : |that they had met witha foe they little expected; 

he Floridas from S ft todas ; general credence. On the 4th December Sir Henry | Ba wali nh a Pech d f tic : 
pw the ; ori vi ro f eat Ei i e agi Hardinge again declares his belief that no act of ag- )and their whole force was driven from position after 
exhibition of an independent republic (Texas) vo- 


juntarily relinquishing its national character, for the | accordingly took no steps to prevent the army from _ces of artillery, some of them of heavy calibre; our 











gression would be commilted by the Sikhs; and he position with great slaughter, and the loss of 17 pie- 
: : _ infantry, using that never-failing weapon, the bayo- 
sake of becoming a member of the Union. At this | “TOSS1D6 woe | net, whenever. the enemy stood, Night only saved 
rate, say they, ‘Oregon ‘is as good as gone,’ and Ca- __ [PASSAGE OF THE SUTLEJE | them from worse disaster, for this stout conflict was 
j il be theirs.” The Sikhs, to some extent, having compromised | maintained during an hour and a half of dim star- 
lifornia will soon be theirs. th healt . 
‘ ai . \ eir domestic affairs, united their forces, and on the light, amidst a cloud of dust from the sandy plain, 

ees agree Bb all Mn es rae it} 12th, 13th, and 14th of December, crossed the Sutleje which yet more obscured every object. 

st be confessed, is somewhat ominous to those} yj | ! ich divi Ae *g de 
mu ‘ ’ wf 186 | river, a branch ol the Indus, which divides their coun- | In this engagemen major-general Sir Robert Sale, 
who have to pay so severely lor what they acquire |try from the British possessions. Their army as| . . ney 

f ion,— ingle |i tte “|! (the husband of the heroic Lady Sale,) had bis lett 
by way of anuvexalion,—not a single life lost,—no | computed by the British, consisted of 80,000 men, . 

i T : : -_* | thigh shattered by a grape shop. and soon afier died. 
army required to take or to keep. The Czar of Rus- | 90 to 30,000 of them cavalry, and 150 heavy pieces q. Jobo M‘Caskill wae sled Killed aad several other 
sia, finds it no easy task to keep the Circassians and | of field ordnance, well supplied. The place where | a Fad raya fed. Ce eae eee 
Poles annexed, after having devoted thousands of, they crossed is sume 40 or 50 miles from Lahore, and omicers Wounded, 
jives and years of toil in the task. France finds it! )5 or 20 from Ferozepore, the most advanced of the [BATTLE OF FEROZESHAH. | 
no trifle of a task io keep Algiers annexed,—with | British posts. The Sikhs, with this immense force,! On the 19th, formation was received that the 
semiannual drains upon her conscript Frenchmen for | established themselves on the British side of the Sikh army had been very considerably strengthened 
her armies there. Great Britain has occasionally to 
pay abeavy tribute in blood and treasure to quiet 
her acquisitions too. ‘Tosay nothing of unhappy 
lreland, and passing by Affghanistan, that would not 
stay annexed, we have a recent specimen of the 
British process of annexation, and an item of its 


| Sutleje. 
Preparations were then made to meet them.— 
Great confidence, however, was felt in the ability of 


Maj. Gen. Sir John Littler to hold Ferozepore, and 
'no adequate preparations were made to support him 


| 


| 


| 


eXpens too, in the attempt to add the Punjaub On the 15th and 18th, the Sikhs wade a demonstra. 


to their ludia possessions. Whether they wail suc- 
ceed Deller im itis than they did two years ago in 
the Afighanistan project, 1s to be tested. The task 
on hand ts at least no trifle. That has been demon- 
strated by the first daitle. 


The British government and the British people are 
evidently very much astonished al the formidabie as- 


pect of this onset from the Sikhs. They were in| 


the habit of regarding thein as they regarded other 
of the India tribes,—and when they find them sud- 
denly bringing into the field a train of heavy artiile- 
ry, far superior in calibre to that which Wellington 
had to encounter al Waterloo, they anxiously en- 


quire, why where in the name of heaven could they 
have obtained such orduance? 


A reply ts ransacked, and censure follows against 


the government for allowing, some years si.ce, when 


the Sikhs were in amity or alliance with the British, 


those heavy pieces of ordnance to be made in Eng.) 


land, shipped for their chief, who it appears paid 
enormous prices for manufacturing them, and for 
their transportation to his kingdom. Now the Bei- 
tish Complain Joudly that they should be brought into 


the field and mow down the bravest of their troops in 
India.* 


From the official documents laid before the British 
parliament, the fuollowsmg sketch of affairs in India 
is compiled. Ruujeet Singh, 1s the veteran 
and talented chief of the Sikus, who for many years 
enjoyed the full confidence of bis people, and during 
Whose elergetic reign the country was prosperous 
and happy, died sowe several years since, leaving an 
unbappy Contention relative to the suecessor. ‘Ihe 
documenis laid before pariiament Jo not perhaps, in 
$0 Many Worus, say that the british authorities and 
agents in India proceeded industrivusly to take ad- 
Vallage of tuese dissensivas,—secumdum arlem,—ac- 
cording to the imprescriptavie progress of rvyal an- 
hexation. We will excuse the omission, and pro- 
ceed with the history according to the record,—re- 
Membering, however, that itis the british account of 
the aifair: 


{THE PRELIMINARY MOVEMENTS. | 


(tion of attacking that post. Ons the 13th they broke 
up, aud about 30 U0 of them, leaving Ferozepore on 
| Moodkee, where they took up a position. Here they 
were met by a portion of the British army under 
| Sir Hugh Gough, Sir H. Hardinge being second in 





‘command. Of this engagement we take following | 


narrative from official report of Sir Hugh Gough: 
[BATTLE OF MOODKBE. | 
| J immediately pushed forward the horse artillery 


|and cavalry, directing the infantry, accompanied by | 
| the field batteries, to move forward in support. We 


had not proceeded beyond two miles when we found 
| the enemy in position. ‘They were said to consist of 
| from 35,000 to 20,000 infantry, about the same force 
|of cavalry, and 40 guns. ‘They evidently had either 
just taken up their position, or were advancing in 
| order to batile against us. 


| ‘To resist their attack, and to cover the formation 
of the mfantry, | advanced the cavalry rapidly to the 


front, in columns of squadrons, and occupied the | 
‘plan. They were speediiy followed by the five | 


‘troops of horse artillery, under Brigadier Brooke, 
who took up a forward position, having the cavairy 
then on his flanks. 


The country is a dead flat, covered at short inter- 
vals with a low, but, in some places, thick jhow 
jungle, and dotted with sandy hillocks. The enemy 
screened their infantry and artillery behind this jun- 
gle, and such undulations as the ground afforded;— 
and whilst our twelve batallions formed from eche 
lon of brigade into line, opened a very severe can- 
|nonade upon our advancing troops, which was vigo- 
'rously replied to by the battery of horse artillery 


-under Brigadier Brooke, which was soon joined by 
the two light field batteries. The rapid and well 
| directed fire of our artillery appeared soon to para- 
| lyze that of the enemy: and, as it was necessary to 
complete our infantry dispositions without advanc- 
| ing the artillery too near to the jungle, I directed 
‘the cavalry under Brigadiers White and Gough to 
| make a flank movement on the enemy’s left, with a 
view of threatening and turning that flank, if possi- 
sible. Wath praiseworthy gallantry, the 31 light 





be right, marched about 25 niles toa place called | 


-and was advancing to the attack. During that and 
| the succeeding day, the contest proceeded languidly 
| —both parties being occupied in burying their dead 
|and receiving reinforcements. On the morning of 
‘the Qhst the Sikhs having greatly augmented their 
forees, and strongly entrenched a new position at 
Ferozeshab, 12 miles in retreat from Moudkee, be- 
ing prepared to defend it with 100 pieces of their 
lave artiliery and 60,000 men,—a junction was ef- 
fected veliween the two divisions of British troops 
-uoder Major Littler and Sir Hugh Gough, and dis- 
positious were made for an atiack on the camp of 
the Sikhs. It was jound to be a paralellogram, of a 
tile in length, and a halfa mile in width, the short- 
er side Jooking towards the Sutleje and Moodkee, 
and the larger towards Ferozepore and the open 
country. The British force moved against this last 
posiion. The divisions of major general Sir Jobn 
Littler, brigadier Wallace, (who had succeeded ma- 
jor general Sie John M’Caskiil,) and major-general 
Gilbert, deployed into line, having in the centre their 
whole force of artillery, with the exception of three 
troops of horse artillery, one on either flank and one 
in support, to be moved as occasion required. Major 
|Generai Sir Harry Smith’s division, and the small 
-eavalry force, moved in second line, having a bri- 
gade in reserve to cover each wing. The charge 
and direction of the left wing was committed to 
lieutenant-general Sir Henry Hardinge, while Sir 
Hugh Gough personally directed the mght. Of the 
severe and protracied contest that ensued, the des- 
| patches of the latter give this account: 
| A very heavy cannonade was opened by the 
‘enemy, who had dispersed over their position up- 
|wards of 1U0 guns, more than 40 of which were 
|of battering caliore. These kept up a heavy and 
| well directed tire, which the practice of our far less 
| humerous artillery, of much lighter metal, checked 
| in some degree, but could not silence. Finally, in 
| the face of astorm of shot and sheil, our infantry 
(advanced and carried these formidable entrench- 
/menis. ‘They threw themselves upon the guns, and 
| with matchiess gallantry wrested tiem from the ene- 
| my; but when the batteries were partially within our 
grasp, our soldiers had to face such a fire of musket- 
‘ry irom the Sikh infantry, arrayed behind their 
| guns, that, in spite of the most heroic efforts, a por- 
tion only of the entrenchment could be carried.— 
| Night fell while the conflict was everywhere raging. 


Although | now brought up major-general Sir 
Harry Smith’s division, and he captured and long re- 


In June, 1845, the council of India determined dragoons, with the 2d bragade of cavalry, consisting tamed another point of the position, and her mayes- 
that in consequence of the anarchy which prevailed | of the body guard and Sth light cavalry, with a por-! ty’s 3d light dragoons charged and took some of the 
inthe Punjuub, the governor general should repair | tion of the 4th lancers, turned the left of the Sikh most formidable batteries, yet the enemy remained 
to the northwest provinces im October to provide army, and sweeping along the whole rear of its ju- | in possession of a considerable portion of the great 


against contingencies. 


All hostile iatentions at that) fantry and guns silenced for a time the latter, and | quadrangle; whilst our troops, intermingled with 


lime, were strenuously disavowed; and it is said that| pul their numerous cavalry to flignt. Whilst this | theirs, kept possession of the remainder, and finally 
atno time during the year, was the British army | movement was taking place on the evemy’s left, 1 | bivouacked upon it, exhausted by their gallant ef- 
prepared to cross the Sutleje. Ditliculties of the | direcied the remainder of the 4th lancers, the 9:h | forts, greatly reduced in numbers, and sultering ex- 
Commissariat rendered the concentrauon of the| irregular cavalry, under Brigadier Mactier, with a| tremely from thirst, yet animated by an indomitable 


Whole force on the /rontier impossible, and the means | 


at the dispusal of Sir Henry Haruinge were solely 
calculated for defence. 


On the ist of October it was thought that no at- 


tack would be made by the Sikh forces; and this opi- 


Hl0u Was again expressed by the governor general in 
a despaich uateu October 24th. 


light field battery, to threaten their right. This ma-) 
‘peuvre was also successful. Had not the intan-| 
‘try and guns of the enemy been screened by the jun- | 
gle, these brilliant charges of the cavalry would 
‘have been productive of greater effect. 


| When the infantry advanced to the attack, Briga- 


spirit. In this instance of things the lung night wore 
away. 

Near the middle of it, one of the heavy guns was 
advanced and played with deadly effect upon our 
troops. Lieut-General Sir Henry Hardinge, imme- 
diately formed her majesty’s 80th foot and the Ist 


He. directed, how-  dier Brooke rapidly pushed on his horse artillery European light infantry. They were led to the at- 


ever, that before the i2iu of November, arrange- , close to the jungle, and the cannonade was resumed tack oy theic commanding officers, and aniunated in 


ments should be made io equip vearly two-thirds of 











on both sides. The isfaatcy, under major-generals 
Su Harry Smith, Gilbert, and Sic John M’Caskill, 


their exertions by lieutenant-colonel Wool, (aid-de- 
camp to the lieutenant-general,) who was wounded 


_ “John Bull had better pass an act of parliament in attacked an echelon of lines the enemy’s infautry, im the outset. The 80th captured the gun, and the 


Une agaist shipping “big guns’’ to the United States, 
for the Princeton, or any other of our shipping. 


almost invisible amongst wood and the approaci- 
| ing drrkness of night. ‘Phe opposition of the enemy 


enemy, dismayed by this counter-check, did not ven- 
ture to presson further. During toe whole night, 
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however, they continued to harass our troops bv fire 
of artillery, wherever moonlight discovered our po- 
sition. 

But with davlight of the 22d came retribution.— 
Our infantry formed a line, supported on both flanks 
by horse artillery, whilst a fire was opened from our 
centre by such of our heavy guns as remained ef- 
fective, aided by a flight of rockets. A masked bat- 
tery played with great effect npon this point, dis- 
mounting our pieces and blowing up our tumbrils.— 
At this moment lieutenant-general Sir Henry Har- 
dinge placed himself at the head of the left, whiist ] 
rode at the head of the right wing. 


Our line advanced, and unchecked by the enemy’s 
fire, drove them rapidly out of the village of Fero- 
zeshah and their encampment; then, changing front 
to its left, on its centre, our force continued to sweep 
the camp, bearing down all opposition, and dislodged 
the enemy from their whole position. The line theu | 
halted, as if on a day of mangwuvre, receiving its 
two leaders as they rode along its front with a gra 
tifying cheer, and displaying the captured standards 
of the Kiaisa army. We had taken upwards of 73 
of cannon, and were masters of the whole 

eld. 


The force assumed a position on the ground which 
it had won, but even here its labors were not to 
cease. In the course of two hours, Sirdar Tej Sing. 
who had commanded in the last great battle, brough: 
up from the vicinity of Ferozepore fresh battalions 
anda large field of attillery, supported by 30,000 











riod of the action, he was left with one,—his own) 
son, a Jad sixteen years of age, who had only recent- 
ly joined the army—who had no idea of war, and 
who knew nothing of the duties he was now called 
on to perform, but who was animated by his father’s 
gallant and indomitable spirit, and .vas employed by 
his father to convey his orders from point to point, 
a duty which he performed in a manner truly worthy 
of that father, and which the earl trusted may be 
regarded as an earnest of what that son will live to 
accomplish. Sir H. Hardinge had another son, for- 
merly attached to the army, but who had been 
obliged to Jeave it by reason of a dreadful accident 
which rendered necessary the amputation of his foot. 
That son also stuck by his father in the action, until 
he was forced by him to retire. The Duke of Wel- 
lington likewise spoke in the highest terms‘of the 
ronduct of the governor-general, as did also Lord 
Etlenborougi, Sir Robert Peel, and others. 





LETTER OF THE HON. ABBOTT LAW- 
RENCE. 
RESOURCES OF VIRGINIA——-REVENUE SYSTEM. 





[It was not until after publishing the second and 
third of Mr. Lawrence’s letters to Mr. Rives, of 
Virginia, that we discovered the omission, of the 
first letter of the series, which we had laid off for 





Ghorepurras, hitherto encamped near the river. He 
drove in ourcavalry parties, and made strenuous | 
efforts to regain the position at Ferozeshah; this at- | 
tempt was defeated; but its failure had scarcely be- 
come manifest, when the Sirdar renewed the contest 
with more troops and a large artillery. He com- | 
menced by a combination against our left flank; and 
when this was frustrated made such a de:monstra'ion | 
against the capiured village as compeiled us to 
change our whole front to the right. His guns dur- 
ing this manceuvre, maintained an incessant fire, 
whilst our artillery ammunition being completely 
expended in these protracted combats we were un- 
able to answer him with a single shot. 


I now directed our almost exhausted cavalry to 
threaten both flanks at once, preparing the infantry 
to advance in support, which apparently caused him 
suddenly to cease his fire, and to abandon the field. 

For twenty-four hours not a Sikh has appeared in | 
our front. The remains of the Khalsa army are said | 
to be in full retreat across the Sutleje, at Nuggurpu- | 





thur and Teila, or marching up its Jeft bank towards | 
Hurrekeeputhur, in the greatest confusion and dis- | 


Of their chiefs, Bahadur Sidgh is killed; Lal 


may. 


insertion before the others. Though out of due or- 
der, it must not be omitted.] 


killed, and five wounded, and ‘at a very critical pe: | 


—p 








her bosom the products of the west at less than half 
the freight that was charged a few years ago. 


Thirty years since a few small schooners were suf- 
ficient to carry on the commerce between this city 
and New Orleans; now within the last year we have 
had one hundred and sixty-five arrivals from New 
Orleans at this port, and many of the vessels of the 
largest class, ships from 500 to 700 tons burthen,— 
They have brought us tobacco, Indian corn, flour, 
cotton, beef, pork, lead, lard, &., amounting in the 
aggregate to many millions of dollars. Of the first 
three of these articles, which now come to us in 
such quantities from New Orleans, our importations 
in former tines were almost exclusively from Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, and Maryland. Can you ex- 
pect (o compete successfully with the western re- 
gions of your country, where, without much labor, 
the soil produces double, and sometimes even more, 
to the acre than the average crops of the last men. 
| tioned state-? This competition will increase, and it 
appears to me that the remedy for its inauspicious 
ellects upon your welfare is to create a market at 
home for your surplus agricultural products, by es- 
'tablishing such manufactures as may be adapted to 
the peculiar condition of your labor. There are 
two classes of labor, intelligent and unintelligent; 
‘the former is that kind of labor which requires a 
considerable amount of mental culture with active 
physical power. This combination is capable of ap- 
plying science to art, and producing results that are 
difficult and oftentimes complicated. The latter de- 
scription of labor is of that character which depends 
principally on physical strength: this quality of labor 
you have in abundance, and | hope you are not with- 
out a tolerable supply of theshigher class. You may, 





Boston, January 7, 1846. 
My pear sin: When you were with us last sum- 
mer [ more than half promised to make you a short 


| visit in February, and | have not yet given up entire- 


ty the long-anticipated pleasure of doing so. 


J have not forgetten our conversation on the con- 
dition of our country generally, and more particular- 
ly the strong desire manifested by you to improve the 


without doubt, commence the marufacture of al- 
| most every description of articles requiring but lit- 
‘tle skill, and prosecute the work with success. Ma- 
'nufactures of such articles as iron, hemp, wool, cot- 
‘ton, feather, &c., wrought into coarser and more 
Let articles, would succeed. 


You will find, very soon after a regular system of 
‘the division of jabor shall have been introduced, that 


condition of the people of your ownstate. IT have! . gecire for knowledge will be created; more educa- 


'men and purest patriots which our country has pro- 


duced. | world. 


always entertained feelings of high regard for the | 
‘“‘Ancient Dominion,” arising probably from the inti. | 
mate revolutionary associations between her and our 
“Old Bay State,” as well as from having looked up 
on her as the mother of many of the greatest states- 


| am not surprised that you of Virginia should de- 
sire to do something by which the matchless natural 
resources of your state should be developed. 1 have 
thought that the state of Virginia, with its tempe- 


tion, more intellectual cultivation will be desired by 
those engaged in the mechanical departments, and 
with this eagerness for knowledge will follow skill 
and cleverness in the use of tools, and then will fol- 
low the inventive power for which our people have 
become so distinguished i the estimation of the 


You cannot do anything in Virginia that wil] so 
completely promote the introduction of railroads as 
the placing of manufacturing establishments on your 
beautiful waterfalls. ‘Ihe water. power on the James 





rate climate, variety, and excellence of soil, exhaust- 


Singh said to be wounded; Mehtab Singh, Abjoord- | jegs water-power, and exuberant mineral wealth, 


hia Pershad, and Tej Singh, the late governor of 
Peshawur, have fled with precipitation. 
is the scene of the most awtul carnage, and they have 
abandoned large stores of grain, camp equipage, and 
ammunition. 


contains within itself more that is valuable for the 


The camp | uses of mankind in these modern days than any other 


| state in our Union. 


| [need not say to you that these gifts of Providence 
(are of little consequence to your people, or to our 


iriver, at Richmond, 1s unrivalled; and it seems a 
great waste of natural wealth to permit it to run 
‘into the sea, having hardly touched a water-wheel. 
If the prominent men of Virginia, of both political 
parties, will give up their party warfare, and resolve 
themselves into a ‘“commuttee of the whole on the 
| commonwealth to improve the state of agriculture,” 


Thus bas terminated the invasion of Sikh army | common country, unless developed and improved, by making two blades of grass grow where there. is 


into the British possessions. 
sufficient in the account itself, drawn up by the vic- 
tors, of the military tact and martial acquirements 
of this native army. 


with such signal obstinacy the contest in the second 
engagement,—to have moved upon the victors and 
opened a battery at night, after their whole line oi 
entrenchments had been carried,—to have renewed 
the conflict next day so obstinately, with the despe- 
rate hope of regaining their artillery, evinces no in- 
considerable discipline,—no want of courage, One 
battle will not be decisive of a war with such a peo- 
ple,—depend upon it. 

There is an evidence of the skill as well as brave- 
ry of the Sikhs, in the inelancholy list of killed and 
wounded of the British army in those engagements. 
The list of officers, killed and wounded, is publish. 
ed; according to the official statement but 900 in all 
were killed, and 2,386 were wounded,—the entire 
force being about 2U,0v0 men. The conduct of the 
Lroops is commended in the strongest terms. The 
London Times closes iis editorial summary of the 
transaction, by saying that ‘the Sikh army has been 
repulsed, but not desiroyed:—and although we have 
won a greal battle, we have only begun the war.” 

Vhis opening of the campaign was the theme ofa 
protracted discussion in parliament, which came up 
on a motion of thanks to the Indian army, moved by 
the Earl of Ripon. in making this motion he gave 
a succinct history of the brave and gallant conduct 
of Sir H. Hardinge. Five ot his aid-de-camps were 
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| the constitution of the United States was adopted, 
| Virginia contained double the population of New 
, York, and now N. York contains double the number 


To have recovered the disas- | of people in Virginia. I do not propose to inquire in- | 
ters of the first engagement,—to have maintained | to the causes thal have produced such a mighty change | 


in the relative numerical condition of these two 
states. J do propose, however, to state to you some 
|of the reasons why you should now set about doing 
‘something, to bring back that prosperity which many 
of your people believe is lost forever. 


| been profuse in her gifts in behalf of your people, 
and you have done but little for yourselves. The 
settlement and development of the resources of the 
western country, have brought into existence an ac- 
tive and effectual competition with your people, in 
the great staples of your agricultural products, viz: 
wheat, Indian corn, and tobacco. Maryland and 
North Carolina, like yourselves, are essentially af- 
fected by competition from the same quarter—from 
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin, and lowa. The great west is now 
supplying largely the New England and other states, 
which are consumers of these agricultural staples, 
‘in quantity and value, to a greater ‘extent than all 
| the foreign world besides. The international im- 
| provements of the country already finished, have 
brought Boston, by steam, within the distance of 
|four days’ travel of Cincinnati by way of Buffalo; 
and a contemplated railroad from Burlington, Ver- 
mont, to Ogdensburg, New York, will bring us prac- 
tically yet nearer to those fertile regions of the west. 
The expense of transportation is essentially reduced 
wherever railroads or canals have been constructed, 
and even the Mississippi herself bears down upon 








The truth is, and not to be denied, that Nature has | 


There are evidences | for the purposes for which they were intended. When | now but one, will establish manufactures, and carry 


/on a well-adjusted system of internal improvements, 
‘they will then have done something that will be sub- 
' stantial, abiding; which will stand as memorials of 
their patriotic devotion to the interests of the peo- 
ple through all time. Let your common school inter- 
est go hand in band with the employment of your 
people, aud you may be quite certain that the adop. 
tion of these systems at once will aid each other. 


You cannot, I should suppose, expect to develop 
your resources without a general system of popular 
‘education; it is the lever to all permanent improve- 
ment. It appears to me essential to ihe preservation 
of our repubhean institutions that the people of this 
country should be educated, and that ail mieil etual 
culture should be founded upon our holy religion; ‘he 
pure precepts of the gospel are the only safe source 
from which we can freely draw our morality, Its 
essential that we should have an educated population, 
Inasmuch as every man can exercise the right of 
suffrage. The elective franchise, in the hands of an 
ignorant and debased population, would very so000 
place our country in a state of anarchy. We should 
strive to elevate the laboring and less favored class 
es. In Europe the great body of the people have 
nothing to do with the election of their rulers; even 
in England, free as she is, compared with many ° 
the continental states, the mass of the people do not 
exercise the elective franchise. This x a point of 
primary importance, and your people may rest as- 
sured that taxes for education, even as a matter 0 
pecuniary gain, would greatly enhance the value 0 
their property. t am, therefore, clear in my Co” 
victions not only of the duty but the expediency ° 
introducing manufactures extensively m your state, 
with an expansive system of popular education, 4" 











from the 
est resul 
improve 
Just fc 
rary pop 
W2ges st 
states: w 
not a dot 
within fi 
equal tot 
of labor 
bring out 
Virginia 
seemed c 
only be a 
part of t 
citizens ji 
who adn 
and give 
every ma 
not for hi 
character 
benefit ot 
the recor 
message, 
the treas 
The plan 
bearing o 
ever, alre 
fore, iny | 
another ¢ 
I remai 
servant, 
To the h 
marle c 
_ ONSET ENE 


—— ee 


Answer of 
ridge in 
gold snu 
ryland, 
behalf. 


To the 
others, a 
the city of 


My Fre 
learned, th 
colored 
ner, and y 
kindness, 5 
Mr. Dunia 
their gratit 
is only ver 
self and ti 
ceedings o1 


As it reg 
have reaso; 
and disting 
friends anc 
gave to the 
and public | 
hest miscon 
for the act 
With my lif 
or given me 

T accept 
“Gift of G 
this humble 
In your jus 
terofa “Ch 
the most a 
only the mo 
helpless hifi 
confer it, | 
earthly hone 
to win—it j 
of them or | 
crown. An 
right way ic 

you have bo 
feeble imitz 
doing good, 
denied to m 
eine how a 
Pervade fifte 
48 to make | 
they did not 
feel and to S| 
For twelve 
years of m 
—~Iit is true t 
Welfare and | 
e free Ci 
80 little, thos 
Perhaps excy 


E. 


————~ 


half 


suf- 
city 
lave 
New 
the 
n,-—— 
jour, 
the 
first 
is in 
tions 
Vir- 
1 ex- 
n re- 
abor, 
nore, 
men. 
and it 
Cc ious 
ket at 
'y es- 
ed to 
e are 
igent; 
res a 
ictive 
of ap- 
at are 
er de- 
pends 
jabor 
with- 
)may, 
of al- 
ut Jit- 
Ma- 
}, cot- 
more 


em of 
d, that 
educa- 
red by 
is, and 
w skill 
‘ill fol- 
le have 
of the 


will so 
pads as 
on your 
> James 
eems a 
to run 
-wheel. 
litical 
resolve 
on the 
ulture,”’ 
here is 
d carry 
ements, 
be snb- 
yrials of 
the peo- 
ol inter- 
of your 
ve adop: 
ther. 


develop 
popular 
mprove- 
servation 
ie of this 
etic etual 
gion; the 
fe source 
ty. Itis 
pulation, 
right of 
nds of an 
er soon 
Jesbould 
red class 
ople have 
lers; even 
| many ° 
nle do not 

point ° 
ny rest as 
matter ° 
b yulue O 

my con- 


diency of 


f tion, and 








ae 


ee ee 





from these movements will soon be seen the happi- 
est results, in a healthful prosperity and a striking 
jmprovement in the conditi n of the people. 

Just for a moment imagine the whole supernume- 
rary population of Virgmia employed ata rate of 
wages such as are paid in the northern and eastern 
states: what thiuk you would be the effect? I have 
not a doubt that the value of land would increase, 
within five miles around each manufacturing village, 
eqital to the cost of all the machinery in it. The sphere 
of labor must be enlarged, diversified, if you would 
bring out the energies of your people. | yet hope to see 
Virginia take that place aiung the old thirteen, that 
seemed oy Providence to be assigned to her; it can 
only be achieved by energy and perseverance on the 
part of those who have the destimes of their fellow 
citizens in keeping. Let the law-makers, and those 
who administer them, not only speak out but act, 
and give an impetus to labor; let it be respectable for 
every man to have a vocation, and to follow it. If 
not for his own pecuuiary profit, let him labor for 
character, which he is certain to obtiin, if bis labors 
benefit others. lintended to make some remarks on 
the recommendation of the president in his annual 
message, and the report of the honorable secretary of 
the treasury to change our whole revenue system. 
The plan proposed, if carried out, has an important 
bearing on the subject of this letter, wnich is, how- 
ever, already sufficiently long. Reserving, there- 
fore, my remarks upon the last mentioned topics for 
another communication, 

I remain very faitufully, your friend and obedient 
servant, ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 
To the hon. Wintuiam C. Rives, Castle Hill, Aibe- 

marle couoty, Virginia. 











SONS OF AFRICA. 





From the Lutheran Observer. 


Answer of a letter by the Rev. Dr. R. J. Breckin- | 


ridge in reference to the presentation to him of a 
gold snuff box, by the free colored people of Ma- 


ryland, in consideration of his services in their 
behalf. 


yond my strength I was always occupied with other 
cares and duties more immediately binding on me. 
That J was able to do any ching at all, 1 may venture 
in all humility and yet in all faithfulness to say, alike 
in grateful recognition of God's good hand over ine, 
and for the encouragement of such as would do tike- 
wise, that nothing is beyond the power of a fixed 
and resolute purpose, upheld by a meek and pions 
spirit, and guided by the wisdom which cometh 
down.from above. It is no longer in my power te 
serve you by personal labors. You will, tuerefore, 
the more readily excuse a word of friendly admoni- 
tion—the last, it may be, ] shall ever address to you, 
and the best proof I can give of my continued inter- 
est in your affairs. 
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rican society, any where, that prevents free persons 
of color from living as safely and as comiortably, as 
the low and laboring classes of society ever could, 
or now can live,in any other country. Political 
privileges are denied to you; but in what country ar 

they nol withheld from the great mass of men? Man J 
civil rights are curtailed as to you: but how few en’, 
joy them, in their fulness, any where? Various per_ 
sonal restrictions are laid upon you; but they are few 

er and less oppressive than the white poor of all othe” 
countries endure, Your persons are under the pro-t 
tection of the laws; labor is every where free to you: 
the acquisition of property is open before you by in- 
numerable channels; and whatever you possess is as 
much your own and as sacredly respected, as the es- 

















The dealings of God with your race, as far back | ‘ales of the most nen of yal aps The an- 
as human knowledge reaches, have been very won- | cient people of God endured for fifteen centuries, in 
derful. They are so still. And the most wonderful fr Maye what every ae wets pies revolt 
part of all is, that your race never did, nor does it) :0" iN ME? Sere athe ten f hy tte. 
yet, comprehend its destiny. We must al! accom. |’ ps : ae ore, 1s not only aps ectly supportable 
plish our destiny: it is the invincible deeree of Go, and entirely consistent with the practice of all the 


and there is no escape from it. The first symptom | Comestic and most of the social virtues; but it is real- 
that a people will work out aright their grand and | 'y fae better than the condition of the great mss of 
ultimate vocation, is that they comprehend, even if | Wankind ever was, or now 4s, or is soon likely to be 


it be but dimly, what that vocation is. The greai|'" @¥y other country, 

problem which human advancement requires to be | That you lave never suffered wrong; that you are 
solved, is the formation of a civilized state within | not hable lo great dangers; that an uncertain, and in 
the tropics. Until this is accomplished, it seems to | some respects dark futurity dues not impend over 
me to be utterly absurd to talk as we do about the | you; that your condition can be greatly ameliorated; 
progress of mankind and the civilization of the hu-| and that it ought not to be examined with more care, 
man race. Such astate can never be established | and treated with more wisdom and humanity by the 
except by means of the black race: and therefore, | public authorities of the country: all these are mat- 
and in that sense, except by means of it, the earth | ters which Ido by to means, either assert or believe. 
itself can never reach that point of advancement | Often, for many years, it has been my lot to assert 
which God has put so palpably within its reach.— | and to majntain the contrary, & that, not untrequent- 
Two solemn lesssons arise out of these facts. The | ly, under circumstances of great and dangerous re- 
one should teach our race how absurd it is to con-| sponsibility. But what I do believe and assert is, 
temn and despise yours: the other should teach your | that con-idering your condition, such as it is, and 
race how fatal it is to resist and obstruct those bene-| that of the human race at large, such as it has al- 
ficent designs by which alove their ultimate freedum | ways been; \ou have more reasons fur gratitude to 
and nationality can be accomplished. I do not ad-| God, and fewer for repining at bis allotments, than 
vise any man in particular to emigrate—each the mass of human kind, in the most favored ages 
one must decide for himseif. Stilt! less do | recom- and countries; and that your hopes of better things 
mend a general emigration, or approve one accom-. and better days, are precisely in such directions, as 
plished by violence. But, even at the risk of for- | to make it your highest wisdom to endure with pa- 
feiting your confidence, I have always testified, and tience and tranquility your present lot, and to seek 


To the Rev. Messrs. Payne, Peck, Fortie, and | 40 still, against that general and concerted hostility | for its improvement only by such methods as are 


others, a committee of the free colored people of | 


the city of Baltimore. 


My Frienps: Although it is some time since ] 
learned, through the public newspapers, that the free 
colored people of Baltimore had, in a public man- 
ner, and with every demonstration of respect and 
kindness, presented to my excellent friend, the Rev. 
Mr. Dunlap, for me, a gold snutf box, as a mark of 


their gratitude for my past efforts to serve them; it| 


is only very latety that I have received the gift it- 
self and the detailed statement of the public pro- 
ceedings on the occasion of its presentation. 


As it regards those proceedings, both you and I 
have reason to be gratified that the great excellence 
and distinguished station of the gentlemen, my 
friends and others, who participated in them, and 
gave to the occasion and to your act, their emphatic 
and public approval—prevent the possibility of ho 
hest miaconstruction in relation to the matter. And 
for the act itself—I assure you few events connected 
with my life or labors have more deeply affected me, 
or given me more sincere pleasure. 


J accept, therefore, with deep sensibility this 
“Gift of Gratitude,’ as you are pleased to call it: 
this humble—it may be—but earnest testimony, (hat, 
In your judgment, | have some claims to the charac- 
terof a “Christian philanthropist;” a character to me 
the most admirabie that can adorn humanity—and 
only the more to be valued when the poor and the 
helpless lift up their weak and dispised voices, to 
confer it. It is many a day since I cared for mere 
earthly honors; and the few it was ever my chance 
to win—it is alike to mne—whether my children hear 
of them or not. But I covet earnestly an immortal 
crown. And it is some token to me that | am in the 
right way to obtain it, when such testimonies as this 
you have borne seem to show, that | have tried, io 
feeble imitation of my divine Master, to go about 
doing good, and that his blessing has not always been 
denied to my poor effurts. For it isnot easy to ima- 
gine how a common sentiment should so strongly 
pervade fifteen or twenty thousand humble persons, 
48 to make itself heard by a common utterance, if 


they did not think they had adequate cause both to 
feel and to speak. 


For twelve years and more of my life—the prime 
years of my manhood—my best and happiest years 
—I!t Is true that 1 did all I could do to promote the 
Welfare and happiness, both temporal and spiritual, 
of the free colored people of Baltimore. That | did 
80 little, those Jess generous than yourselves, will 
perhaps excuse me, when they consider how far be- 








to African colonization, which, in various parts of | consistent with the great traths I have above sug- 
the country, whether amongst yourselves or amongst | gested to you. 

us, has had no better effect, than to delude and em- | Many years ago I took the responsibility of pub- 
bitter the minds of the free blacks, exasperate those | ; y 


licly maintaining, contrary to the belief then, and 
of the whites,and embarass the noblest and most. H os y : 


: perhaps still common in this country, and contrary 
fruitful movement of the present century. to my own first impressions hastily taken up, that the 


For a long course of years] have not ceased to | free black race in America are eminently a docile 
cherish the deepest interest in all questions affecting | and religious people. Ail subsequent investigations 
the condition and prospects of the black race on this| has confirmed me in this belief; and [ reiterate the 
continent; and | have enjoyed such opportunities of | conviction with a profound sense of its truth. What- 
making up my opinions, as a very large experience | ever may be the weakness, follies, and offences just- 
and observation could afford. The result of the| ly chargeable upon that race as chracteristic of it, 
whole is a deliberate belief, that the condition of the| or as resu!ting from its moral and physical condi- 
free blacks is generally better in the slave states | tion, the records of the country will every where at- 
than in the free. Whatever may be said of Jaws, | test, that the higher species of crimes are compara- 
the actual condition of mankind is far more certain- | tively rare amongst them; and the statistics of reli- 
ly determined by what society really does, than by | gion will prove, that a larger proportion of them 
what it declares in the statute book, it designs to do: | than of the whites, profess to be followers of the 
and this great truth was never more clearly exhibi- | Lord Jesus. When it is considered that 10 both 
ted than in the general condition of the free black | these particulars, their advantages are out of ail 
race, on the opposite sides of the slave line. And I[/|comparison, inferior; the proof seems to me to be 
reiterate my firm cunviction, that, in general, the | characteristic and decisive. 
condition of respectable free persons of color, is de; Ithank the Lord that he has used me in any de- 
cidedly better in the slave states of this Union, than | gree to do you good; and above all things else, to 
in the free. Nor should we forget that almost the | stir you up to greater diligence in his service, and 
entire free black race in America, owe such liberty | lead you to a more perfect trust in him, and a more 
as they enjoy, either imu.ediately or remotely, to the | absolute submission to His righteous allotments.— 
mere benevolence of those who cnce owned.j{hem or! May His Spirit be ever with you, His good hand 
their ancestors: and that the absolute and entire hope | ever upon you, and His grace always suilicient for 
of freedom for all the blacks now in slavery in this; you. JI thank you also for your gratitude and affec- 
country, reposes simply on the same foundation.— | tion, and for the simple and touching manner in 
Great lessons Jie involved in these truths. Amongst| which you have expressed them. There may be 
the chief are these: that the free black race are | those who would shrink from the acknowledgment 
bound by every sentiment of gratitude, and every | that they valued your confidence, and shew the re- 
uictate of prudence and wisdom, to be quiet, loyal, | sponsibility—perhaps the odium—involved in your 
peaceable, and docile, as regards the laws, the insti-| manifestations of it. Such emotions were always 
tutions, and the public seni:ment of the slave hold-| foreign to my nature. Even when visions of glory 
ing states; and that, in the long run, their own best) had great charms for me, and proud and enduring 
hopes are connected with the prosperity of those | monuments were precious to my thoughts, the grate- 
states. Indeed it is a question, the furthest possible | ful tears and the blessings of the humble and the 
irom being clear, whether a more certain method of | pour seemed to me to he elements of an imperisha- 
ruining the existing race of free blacks could be de-| ble renown. Such changes as the stern iessons of 
vised, thun to expel those who reside in the slave | life and its sad discipline, and more than both, | trust 
states; unless indeed their destruction might be more | God’s grace have wrought upon me, have settled the 





thoroughly accomplished, by the immediate and uni-| conviction only more thoroughly in my soul, that he 


versal jiberation of the slaves, if such a thing were, | who is seeking ao inheritance beyond the grave, need 
in the nature of the case, possible at ail. desire to leave behind bim no memorial more pre- 
I have seen much of society in many foreign lands; | cious than the record in true and grateful hearts, 


and have studied its condition in ages and countries | tual he was neither afraid nor ashamed to be the 
which ] neve: saw: and in both cases 1] bave Jooked | iriend of the forsaken and oppressed. 

narrowly into the condition of the poorer und lower | 
classes. As the result of all,1 give it as my fixed | friend, 
belief, that there is nothing in the condition of Ame- | 


la the bonds of Christ’s gospel, sour servant and 
R. J. BRECKENRIDGE. 
Jefferson Col., Pa., March 2, 1846. 
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THe NEXT NEWS From Evrore. The express _pilot- 
boat Romer it was stated had reached Liverpool on the 
3d instant and might be expected to bring us the next 
news from England; the Patrick Henry beating her out 
[he report is not believed. The steamer 


by 27 hours. r j 
Unicorn was to leave Liverpool on the 19th instant, and 


will be at Boston next week. The Caledonia leaves 


Liverpool the 4ih of April, and is the first of the regu- 
lar semiemonthly mail line for the season—a steamer is tu 
leave regularly on the 4th aad 19th of each month until 
December. The Great Western leaves Liverpool for 
New Yurk the 9th of April—and the Great Britain, 
mammoth steamer, in May. 


Later— The Romer express pilotboat, was spoken on 
the Ist inst., about a thousand miles west of Liverpool, 


under full sail for that port! 


sable to prepare fur an event now so probable. 


ment as to ways and means. 


ceipis, during February, 1846, $2,269 82. 








in a state for defence, without delay. The N. Y. Tri- 
bune, though surely averse to war, considers it indispen- 


We have no items whatever from the treasury depart- 
American CoLonizaTION Sociery.—Amount of re- 


Army. A letter to the editor, from an obliging cor- 
respondent at New Orleans, whose official situation ena- 
bles him to judge, dated 16h inst., says—‘*Gen. Taylor's 
movement towards the Rio Grande, isnot viewed by the 


| wellinfurmed here as a war movement, but as a step 


| that itis as well to take now as to delay longer.” 


Cautrornia. There are at present three new expedi- 


ee 





ee 

Srzamers. The Bunker Hill Aurora publishes a list 
of the amounts of dufies severally paid at the Custom 
House in Boston, by the Cunard line of steamers, from 
the beginning of the iine, commencing with the Britan- 
nia, July 20, 1840, and ne | with the Hibernia, 1846. 
The total amount is $2,777, 99. The following is the 
amount paid by each steamer. 





Acadia, 24 trips, $469,842 19 
Britannia, 26 524,241 32 
Caledonia, 25 473 081 04 
Cambria, 6 361,598 42 
Columbia, 12 85,782 37 


Hibernia, 14 882,930 65 


Total—107 trips $2,777,475 99 








It will be remembered that the steamers for Februa 
and March, in 1842, came only to Halifax, and the rent 
sengers came to Boston in the Unicorn. 


tions about to start for California; one from Fort Smith 
on the Arkansas, of about one thousand souls, ander the 
| charge of Mr. Leavitt, and another under the command 


THe LATE FRESHET, has not done so much damage, Of Major Russell, of Missouri, embracing many emi- 
as was at first apprehended. The Pennsylvania canals, | 2'@nts from Kentucky, and another under the guidance 


it is now stated, willbe in operation in a few days. So 
will the Tide Water canal. ‘I'he repairs required will 
be less expensive than was estimated. The Chesapeake 


and Ohio canal navigation was hardly interrupted.— | 


| of Mr. Grayson, who leaves Independence, 


| North Carolina. 


issouri, 
'on the 15th of April, fur the valley of Sacramento, in 


Deatns, during the last week, at Philadelphia, 119; of 


The New York canals will be repaired it is believed by | which 23 were under one year; 25 died of consumption; 


the usual time of openi»g them for transportation. 

Official estimates have been made which state that it 
will require only $111,515 to repair the damage tw the 
Pennsylvania canals. 


ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION BILL. i, 
of whivh is to supply additional appropriations for the 
army and navy, those of last session having proved in- 
sufficient, was brought before the commiitice of the whole 
in the house of representatives, after three oelock, on 
Tuesday evening last, anda motion was made and ecar- 
ried, to close debate thereon by 3 v’cl ck. on Wednes- 
day evening. | 
of dollars. Amongst the items are the following: 


operations of ‘the army of occupation,” and have been 


A bill, the object| —Az St. Louis, during the week ending the 9th inst., 
e 


r one year; 2 


The bill appropiiaies nearly two millions | 


| 10 of small pox. 


| 
} 
; 


| of small pox. 


27 deaths occurred—of which 9 were un 
were slaves; 1 free colored. 


|— At Baltimore, 74, of which 27 were under one year, 
| 18 were free colored, 6 slaves; 10 died of consumption; 8 


German EMicration—Number of emigrants who 


have leitthe Kiver Weser, principally ia Bremen ves- | 


Sels, during the year 1245, ending on the Ist Dee. 
For North American States. 
' For New York in 73 vessels, 


For Texas. 


9,628 persons. 


A Staver rounp Guitry. Loring Larkins, former- 
ly captain of the schooner Merchant, prize to the U. 8. 
sloop of war. Yorktown, brought recently into Charles. 
ton, S. C., tried in the United States District Court, at 
that piace, was on the 20.h inst., found guilty. Judge 
Giteurist, presiding—Edward McCready, district attor- 
ney—B. F. Hunt, Esq., counsel for the defendant. He 
escapes the charge of piracy by not being on board afier 
the slaves were taken on board, having given up the pos- 
session of the Merchant toa foreign captain and erew, to 
evade its penalty. ‘I'he offence of which Larkin is 
ound guilty rendered him liable to a fine of from 3 to 
$7000, and imprisonment for not over five years. ‘There 
are two other cases shortly to be examined before the 
court—those of the ship Panther, and the schooner Ro- 
bert Wi'son, both of which vessels are lying at the Navy 
Yard, Charleston. 





Tue Great Farr, to take place in the City of Wash- 


| ington, in May wext, will be of the most splendid char- 


} 
| 
' 


acter, and preparations are making for the erection of a 
large building for the display of American goods. ‘Tie 


hearing. —+Vush. Cor. of the Balt. American. 


For the transportation of troops $660,000 | For New Orleausin 56 do. 9.628 do. British agent in the Capitol yester¢ay gave signs of 
For four companies volunteers of Texas 69,000 | For Baltiniore in 51 do. 7,855 do. | “backing out,” but was opposed byfthe American mauu- 
For quarter- master’s department 109,000 | For Philadelphia in 7 do. 958 do. | fecturere, who demanded the privilege of reply-to his 
These appropriations, be it understood, are for the | For Charleston in 1 do. 131. do, | former statement, and to make their reply in his own 

| { 

; 

| 

| 


already incurred. Pay | For Galveston in 22 vessels 3,134 do. ot gud ‘ , 
During the debate upon this bill— | For New Holland. THe Suave Tape. Documents lately captured in a 
Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, complained of the house | For Port Adelaide in 2 vessels, ae oe 'Slaver show, that slaves cost them from $15 to 20 each 


determining to dispose of a bill of such an iimportant | 
character in ten hours afier its introduction, and with: | 
out even allowing the chairman of the commiitee on | 
ways and means time to explain its provisions. 

Mr. D, also complained of the manner in which in- | 
quiries propounded by him in reference to the sectet es- | 
timates of the war aud navy departments, and directed | 
to be made by tie president, had been answered. Ie | 
now wished-to inquire of the chairman of the commitiee | 
on naval aflairs if he had any objections to inake known 
these comiuunicauions. : 

Mr. Houmes, of S. C , said he had reccived no secret 
communication from the department, and should de- 
cline to receive any. He had received a recommenda. | 
tion for ten war steamers, and after that the secretary of | 


the navy had made a further communication which was | pevple, irrespective of party, or more deserving of that | 


so unsatisfactory that a gentleman from Georgia deeply | 
interested in all that belonged to the welfare of the navy, 
and a member of the naval committee, ad made spe- | 
cial inquiry, as to the proper naval increase. | a: 

‘The secretary directed him to certain estimates laid | 
before the senate naval committee, and those after some 
delay, had been laid before the house committee, and he 
was ready to communicate them to the house if desired. 
W hat these estimates were the gentleman from Georgia | 
would make known to the house. | 

Mr. Kine rose to do so, but was called to order by, 
Mr. Hovusron, of Ala. who objected, and also by ot' ers. | 
Every attempt to communicate this information was re- | 
sisted by the administration meimbers both now and af- | 
ter wards in the house. 

The Washington correspondent of the Baltimore 
American states, that “the information whiich the house | 
desigued to keep secret, is the fact that the esti nates | 
were made by the heads of the naval bureaus,” and | 
adds, that those estimares proposed an increase of fifty | 
eight vessels, making 40 steamers, 40 frigat s, and 30 
shops of war. ‘To man this force, 36,500 men will) 
be requisite, according to the estinaies, and an appro: | 
priation for the expenses, of twenty millions of dollars. 

‘The document from the war department, to Col, Ben- | 
ron, chairman of the senate committee on military af-| 
fairs, dated 29:h Dee. last, is laid before the senate, and | 
will appear in our next. It enjoins inviolable secrecy as | 
to its contents—makes no mention of an increase to the | 
army of regulars, in case of a war, but proposes to resort 
to volunteer militia of the states, and suggests that fitty 
thousand will be required, including garrisons for the | 
furis, &c.; refers to the estimates of the chief of engi- | 
neers us to the fortifications, which he proposes tu pro 
gress with at once, ‘The document makes no estimate 
as to the appropriations which these expendiiures will 


require. | 
Enguirers after truth naturally turn to the New York | 
i » 1S 2 re | 
stock market, to watch the iofluence of the eer S| 
message upon that thermometer of politics. 1e New 
York correspondent of the National Intelligencer writes | 
that, “Certain friends of the administration. and in the 
confidence of men in power, have beet!, and are, a 
out siecks to a large amount, on time’’ Prices have de- 
clined—not tumbled. , | 
The N. ¥. Courier & Enquirer calls upon the wh gs 
in congress to vote the money required to put the coun'ry 












CS el ee MOET, RTS OR MM etme ie og He 
ces. . 


Together in 212 vessels, 31,£49 persons. 
Of which 25,033 grown, and 6.516 children 
(LV. York Schnellpost, 


“Look To THE Senate.” The foilowing tribute to 
the purity and high character of the senate, from ihe pen 
of a veteran pohtucian and demucrat, Speaks, We are 
coufident, the general sentiment of the country: 

‘Look to the Senaie.””—'Uhis is the warning which w 
find in a demeocraue paper to create doubts of the hon- 
esiy of that body. Well, we do look atthe senate, and 
the country has an eye upon it; and never, in the course 


| 
‘ 
| 
| 
} 


! 
| 
| 


| tation, on the 18th inst. 


on the coast of Africa. They sell them in Brazil at 
$300 each. TVhe cargo of the Pons would have realized 
$250,000, and that of the Panther $350,000 over all ex- 


petices. 


Tue PENNSYLVANIA CANALS. Water was to have been 
let into the cunals, preparatory to commencing transpor. 
The heavy freshet of the 15th 
inst., of which suine account will be found in this nam- 


| ber, will delay operations, how long, it is impossible at 
e | 


present tosay. ‘The impression is, that three or four 
weeks will be required. 


THe CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL, has not. been ma- 


of our public career, have we found thai distinguished | terially injured. Boats are passing as usual, and a week, 


body enjoying in a higher degree the ecoufidence of the 


confidence, than it does at the present crisis. There are 


_ 4 few war spirits in the senate, who are for getting up a 


war fever; but the great body of the senate is scund in 
principle and patriotism, and the last struggle for liberty 
in this country will be made in that budy. We say, 


| also, look to the senate. Look to it with entire confidence ” 
| —Noah's Messenger. 


Covington manufacturing company, and the Maryland 
and New York iron aud coal company, Mount Savage, 
Alleganey co., have. in about equal proportions, con- 
tracted to furnish the Baltimare and Ohio railroad com- 
pany with between 2 ,. 3.000 tons of U railroad bars, 
to weigh 51 lus. tu the | »rd, for the purpose of re-laying 
the track between Baltimore and Harper's ferry. Only 
let the tariff alone, and in a few years we would com 
pete with England for the supplies which the continents 
of Europe ud Asia will soon require, of railroad iron— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


{ 
' 


| 
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| 


itis said, will suffice to repair damages. 


THE AMOUNT OF PROVISIONS, Waiting at the various 
points for the renewal of navigation, in order to reach 
our shipping ports, has never been equalled. We hear 
of 30,000 bbis. of flonr being in store at Winchester, 
Va., for instance. Williamsport, Point of Rocks, Har- 


per’s Ferry, Cumberland, &c., &c., every warehouse 
2 ’ 


crummed. 
Similar accounts reach us from the west, the north, 


| MarvYanp RAILROAD IRON.—Messrs. Exuicorrs, of the | the lakes, &e., &c. 


Waates. On the 3d inst., about 36 young whales 
were discovered in York river, Virginia, vriven ashore 
by the late heavy gale, about a mile or two from York- 
town, of revolutionary memory. Boats. were fitted out 
rapidly, and proceeded to capture the prizes, __ 

A hunciback whale, the Nantucket Enquirer tells 
us, was discovered a few days since in Princetown har- 
bor,—dangerous quarters to adventure towards,—Wwe 
should say. Boats were immediately manned and gave 
chase. About noon Capt. Sparks introduced himself to 


ide cing n “wilderness” with ir igh- | € ' 
besideS+-" | tang our own “wi derness” with iron high |. nip-wrhaleahip ba: letting e-taasese intel veibetn te 
ways if’ directions. 


NEW RAILROAD ROUTE TO INDIA. The British govern- 


' men has adopted as the ronie for its mail communica- 


tions to India the line through Germany to Trieste. — 
This arrangement will, it is thuught, prove important to 
this country as soon as the line of steamers between N. 
York and Bremen, about to be established under go- 
vermental patronage, goes into operation. ‘T'he corres- 
pondence between this country and China and the Kast 
indies may then, by proper treaty stipulations with Aus- 
t. ‘a, Prussia, and vther siates iu the north of Germany, 
be conveyed from New York to Trieste exclusively, in 
despatch bays of our own, by which a great saving of 
postage and time may be effected. 


Piano Forres, manufactured in New York, are now 
exported and for sale in Loudon. 


SHIP BUILDING IN THE INTERIOR.—The barque Maret- 
ta, a beanutul craft of 250 tunes, built at Marietta, Ohio, 
reached Cincinnati, on her voyage to Boston, a few days 
since, loaded with provisions. 

The Wheeling ‘Times annqunces the arrival at that 
place of a new schouner, called the Cyrus Chamberlain, 
i3 tons burthen, built at Freedom, Pa., and bound for 
New Haven, Conn., Cyrus Chamberlain, owner, buiider, 
and master. She is intended for ihe coasting trade, and 
ig as pretty a vessel as sails. 


| 





appeared to take as rather rough usage, and forihwit) 
commenced flopping his tail in every direction. Daring 
this pertormance, he became entangled in the rope at: 
tached to the harpoon, and nearly succeeded in freeing 
himself fron it, when Mr. Cook gave him another whic 
wounded him so that he was easily towed to the shore. 
As soon as the citizens of Provincetown had obtained 4 
fair look at the largest fish ever caught in their harbor, 
two young men purchased him of his captor for $0, 
and agreed with the captain of schooner Abba Thule 
to tow him safely to Boston for $20. When about three 
miles below the lower light, a heavy sea struck the ves 
seland the whale broke away, carrying with him 1 
harpoons which caused his death. His owners arrive! 
minus their freight, and the captain minus his twenty, 
and the young mer, thinking it a gone case, left fol 
home. The whale was picked up however iu a cay 
two near the spot where he broke away. 


A Wuatine Voyace. The Providence Jourval a 
nounces the arrival at that port, of the Ship So! 
America, Capt. Soute, from the Noithwest coast, a!!! 
ove of the most successful whaling voyaces on '& 
cord. ‘I'he South Ameriea brings home 4100. barrels °! 
gil, 160 of it sperm. She had previously sent home 0 
barrels, 100 of it sperm, and suld 1000 barrels at Babis. 
She also sent home 37,000 pounds of bone, and bring 
22,000 pounds. 
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